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The Mystery of Irma Vep contains parodies of 
everything from The Mummy to Rebecca to Gaslight to 
Jane Eyre, and it requires actors John Ullyatt and Wade 
Lynch to reinvent themselves even more frequently — 
playing four characters each and switching costumes 
52 times a night. Read our interview with them and 
judge for yourself whether all those constant 
metamorphoses have affected their brains ° 48 


Burgers, he said: 
Morgan Spurlock 
brings his fast- 
food crusade to 
Edmonton * 5 


Prima Donnas: 
riff-a-riffic rockers 
earn the girl-group 
Gold Medal « 29 


Wintertime for 
Hitler; Downfall 
goes inside the 
Fuhrer’s bunker 
°43 


The Parkland 
Institute takes a 
dim view of how 
Alberta disperses 
its annual budget 


By EMMA SASSE 


provincial government will set 

out a budget framework lacking 
one crucial line item: debt servicing. 
With debt payment scheduled until 
it's paid off, the province has freed 
up $363 million a year in servicing 
costs. The third-quarter fiscal update 
showed a §5.7 billion surplus back in 
January, but some government insid- 
ers say the final number—which will 
be announced next week—could be 


De marks the first year our 
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as high as $10 billion. 

Alberta’s wealth is staggering. 
With as much money as the Sultan 
of Brunei and as much oil in the 
ground as the House of Saud, our 
performance on a whole host of 
social indicators is staggering in a dif- 
ferent way—we occupy the national 
basement on tuition, high school 
completion, food bank usage, assis- 
tance for the disabled, regressive tax- 


GOVERNMENT 


ation of the poor, class sizes, child 
care, divorce, family violence, home- 
lessness, minimum wage, problem 
gamblers, pollution... the list goes 
on. Name any indicator of social or 
environmental progress, and Alberta 
is near the bottom of the pack; its 
performance on any of these issues 


“inexcusable and embarrassing’ 


is, according to all studies, reports o 

surveys in existence, middling at 
best. We’re good at making money 

and we’re good at employing peo 

ple—we have the lowest unemploy 

ment rate in the country. But when i 

comes to investing that money, 01 
improving the quality of life of all 
those employed people, we are fail- 
ing. And we are failing those without 
jobs or who are unable to work even 
more spectacularly. 

“Fifty-nine per cent of people on 
welfare depend on food banks. For 
that kind of poverty to exist in a rich 
province is inexcusable and embar- 
rassing,” says Diana Gibson, research 
director at the Parkland Institut 
and author of A Time for Vision, the 
Parkland’s pre-budget commentary 
(Alberta’s budget will be tabled on 
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news 
roundup 


By CHRIS BOUTET 


FEDS: NEGLIGENT! 


To borrow a phrase once used by Bob 
the Angry Flower cartoonist Stephen 
Notley, it’s no great stretch to say the 
whole mad cow thing has cost the 
Canadian cattle industry a “veritable 
cow's ass” of money—somewhere in 
the neighbourhood of $7 billion, in fact, 
according to a class-action lawsuit filed 
by cattle producers in four provinces 
against the Canadian government. 

But why would the cattle industry 
sue the government for damages 
caused by the industry’s own negli- 
gence, you may ask? Why, it’s simple, 
really. You see, even though it was cat- 
tle farmers who continued to feed 
their cows little pieces of other cows 
despite the knowledge that doing so 
had caused an outbreak of mad cow in 
the U.K. in 1987, the government did- 
n’t actually pass a Jaw banning the 
practice until 1997—ergo, the govern- 
ment is now liable for all industry loss- 
es incurred since the first case of BSE 
was confirmed in a Canadian cow in 
May of 2003. 

Yep, you see, cattle producers were 
just blindly doing whatever the gov- 
ernment said was okay. So mad cow? 
Not their fault at all. According to the 
Canadian Press, the lawsuits, filed in 
Alberta, Saskatchewan, Ontario and 
Quebec, allege that the government 
introduced rules allowing cattle 
remains in cattle in 1990—two years 
after the practice had been banned in 


Great Britain—and cattle farmers, com- 
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pletely oblivious to all and any interna- 
tional happenings within their own 
industry, were just doing what they 
were told. “They were grossly negli- 
gent in not taking into account the 
common knowledge and scientific 
knowledge of how mad cow is trans- 
mitted,” said Montreal lawyer Gilles 
Gareau, who is leading the Quebec 
suit, in an interview with CP. “The 
entire world knew about it.” 

Except Canadian cattle farmers, of 
course. That's why the government 
should give them lots of money. 


SPAM: WHO CARES! 


After years of being inundated day in 
and day out with unsolicited e-mails 
from spammers extolling the cheap- 
ness of their cheap software, the dirti- 
ness of their dirty porn sites and the 
miraculousness of their miracle boner 
juices, it seems we North Americans 
have finally just shrugged our shoul- 
ders and gotten used to the deluge. 

At least, so says a study released 
Monday by the Pew Internet and 
American Life Project, which found 
that a scant 53 per cent of adult e-mail 
users in the United States say they trust 
e-mail less because of spam—down 
from 62 per cent a year ago. As well, 
Pew also found that only 22 per cent 
of users say they are spending less time 
on e-mail because of spam, down from 
29 per cent at the same time last year. 
In short, it seems that while internet 
users aren’t really any less annoyed by 
spam, we are becoming more accept- 
ing of its presence. 

“This shows some level of tolerance 
that people are manifesting,” said Deb- 
orah Fellows, a senior researcher at 
Pew and author of the study, in an 
interview with the Associated Press. 
“Maybe it’s getting used to it. Maybe 
like other annoying things in life—air 
pollution, traffic—they are just learning 
to live with it.” 

The telephone-based survey of 
1,412 internet users, which was con- 


ducted in January and February of 
this year and has a margin of error of 
plus or minus three points if you’re 
keeping score, also found that 
pornographic spam is on the decline, 
while there seems to be a late 
increase in the number of fraudulent 
“phishing” scams meant to steal 
bank passwords and other personal 
info. Which seems to indicate that 
Americans, while less horny than in 
previous years, are becoming increas- 
ingly more retarded. Or more gener- 
ous with their money. Whichever 
seems more like a joke. 


LIBERALS: HATED! 


With Canadians maintaining a consis- 
tent and high level of anger at the 
Liberals over this whole adscam thing, 
Prime Minister Paul Martin’s minority 
government is on the brink of falling 
and Stephen Harper‘’s Conservatives 
are spending less and less time trying 
to hide the giant election boner rag- 
ing under the party’‘s collective sweat- 
pants. And it appears all their 
excitement is not without cause: 
according to a survey released on 
Tuesday by Decima Research, Canadi- 
ans may be willing to give the Conser- 
vatives another chance. 

The poll of 1,025 people con- 
ducted over the weekend found the 
Conservatives were favoured by 32 
per cent of respondents, compared 
to 31 per cent for Martin's Liberals; 
one week ago, Decima had the Libs 
ahead by nine points. Decima’s most 
recent findings were corroborated by 
an Ipsos-Reid poll conducted over 
the same period, which put the Lib- 
erals at 27 per cent and the Conserv- 
atives at 30, suggesting that if an 
election were held tomorrow, Cana- 
dians would rather hand over the 
government to a party rife with 
fringe right-wingers and an even 
friendlier attitude towards big busi- 
ness and the Americans. Man, that 
must be some scandal. @ 
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The Alberta Tory leadership race is 
‘on, because the mainstream media 
has declared it so. Apparently unin- 
terested in reporting what the gov- 
ernment is doing during the spring 
sitting of the Legislature, Edmon- 
ton’s chattering classes have chosen 
instead to fixate on the race to 


" replace Ralph Klein. Trivial, yes. But 


worse, it’s dangerous for democracy. 

Not that there isn’t a bit of a story 
here. There are a few laughs to be 
had at former cabinet minister Mart 
Norris's expense, seeing as Norris has 
taken out expensive half-page ads jn 
both mainstream dailies to assure us 
he “continues to listen.” Norris's slo 
gan almost has to position him that 
way, seeing as he suffered a humiliat 
ing defeat as a cabinet minister in last 
November's election. Prior to his spec- 
tacular failure to hold onto his seat 
while running for a party with all tre 
money in the world, the media hac 
anointed Norris a “rising star.” That's 
maybe why he thinks he’s ready to be 
premier, despite being handily beat 
by an unknown Liberal last year. 

Or consider another contende’, 
Infrastructure Minister and forme: 
Minister of (wrecking) Learning Lyle 
Oberg. Oberg is using his current 
position to meet with rural councilors 
and reeves in an effort to solidify his 
tural base; his rationale for dealing 
with rural politicians personally is 
they often need someone who is— 
and these are his words—“flexible on 
sete ies i where there is a 


e ability to do it.’ 
erg’s bent rules, 


Ys in, who's out 

{ Cares about, 
(remember them? 
D are supposed 
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Fast food condemnation 


Morgan Spurlock 
continues his quest 
to make people 
question their 
unhealthy eating 
habits 


8y CHRIS BOUTET 


telling scenes from director Mor- 
an Spurlock’s 2004 documentary 
Super Size Me; Spurlock, who 10 min- 
“es earlier had been happily, per- 
aps even enthusiastically, accepting 
the drive-thru attendant’s offer to 
‘upersize” his Double Quarter- 
Pounder Meal, is sitting in his car in 
the parking lot, joylessly masticating 
what he rather obviously reports is a 
lot of food.” Nearing the end of his 
meal, his face is overcome by a 
Noticeable pallor, his eyes glazing 
over as he struggles to finish his 
pre of industrial beef—but 
: he willingness of his mind, 
his healthy, unbattered flesh proves 
the and he ends up puking out 
\¢ Car door, unable even for the 
> of science to keep down what a 
A ng herd of obese North 
~ 2 on everyday. 
urlock’s month-long 


[: one of the most enduring and 


McDonalds-only diet went on, how- 
ever, keeping it down came easier; 
eventually, he even became emotion- 
ally dependent on the astronomical 
amounts of fat and sugar he was con- 
suming daily. The result is an amaz- 
ing transformation caught on tape, as 
the poor, unfortunate Spurlock goes 
from being a spry, energetic picture of 
health to a broken man slumped on 
his couch, breathing heavily under 
his own weight, his sunken eyes and 
pasty skin only hinting at the dam- 
age he was wreaking on his insides 
while doctors looked on in horror, 
begging him to stop. 

But despite the negative effects 
the film had on Spurlock, Super Size 
Me's ultimate effect has been over- 
whelmingly positive. Within a week 
of its opening, McDonalds 
announced it was dropping the 
Supersize option and has since been 
obsessed with healthening up its 
image. And as North American fast- 
food sales continue to decline, it 
seems the public has been made a 
little wiser thanks to the film, which 
received an Academy Award nomi- 
nation and has since been screened 
in over a dozen languages in more 
than 70 countries around the world. 

As for Spurlock, the fledgling 
filmmaker-turned-food activist has 
finished a book on healthy eating for 
children entitled Don’t Eat This Book, 
due out this May, and he occasionally 
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does a tour or two with the film (his 
latest jaunt will bring Spurlock to the 
U of A’s Myer Horowitz Theatre on 
April 20). Vue Weekly caught up with 
the director in Chicago; here are 
some excerpts from our conversation. 


Vue Weekly: When your film was 
first released, it had an almost 
immediate impact on the way that 
McDonalds sold itself to consumers. 
But in the time since then, have you 
seen any further changes in the fast- 


food industry? 

Morgan Spurlock: If you look 
across the board at all the other 
restaurants, suddenly there’s been so 
many different healthy options com- 
ing out of these places. It’s incredible, 
really, what's started to happen across 
this industry. Nutritional information 
is available everywhere now, there's 
been a lot of steps in the right direc- 
tion. I mean, there’s always room for 
change; I don’t know why targeting 
kids has to be such an important part 
of a company’s business model who 
sells food—and a lot of companies do 
that. It’s cradle-to-the-grave market- 
ing at its best. I have a friend whose 
kid just turned two; he’s a two-year- 
old kid who has never eaten at a 
McDonalds, but the marketing is so 


incessant, so repetitive, and every 
time he turns on the cartoons he likes 
to watch, their ads are on. And this 
kid who has never set foot in a 
McDonalds, you'll hear him walking 
through the house doing the “I’m 
lovin’ it” do-do-do-do-dooo! 

VW: Since its release, Super Size 
Me has seen its fair share of criticism 
as well as accolades; people have 
Said that they feel it oversimplifies 
the complex issue of obesity in 
North America by scapegoating one 
company, and further, some suggest 
that your film’s lack of objectivity 
perhaps even threatens the film’s 
status as a documentary. How do 
you respond to this? 

MS: Well, the people who have 
said that I just focused on one com- 
pany... well, obviously they’re right. 
But I could have done this any- 
where; this film could have hap- 
pened with any fast-food restaurant, 
because all the food is just as bad, all 
the food is just as loaded with fat 
and sugar. But McDonalds feeds 46 
million people a day in more than 
300,000 locations in over 100 coun- 
tries around the globe. This is a com- 
pany that truly has a global impact, 
and that’s why I picked them. 

And I think that people who say 
that this seeming lack of objectivity 
threatens the film’s status as a docu- 
mentary, I can’t agree with that. The 


film is a documentary: we examined 


Graham Johnson 


multiple points of view, we talked to 
a variety of experts, and what I did 
was achieve something that was 
very different. | mean, the movie 
isn’t all about me eating fast food, 
but that’s the hook that gets people 
in. And once you see the movie, you 
realize that there’s a lot more to this 
film than sitting and watching me 
eat McDonalds for 98 minutes, 
which would be a really boring film 
that not even my own mother could 
sit through. 

VW: I don’t know if you heard 
about it at all, but in Edmonton 
here, there were numerous stories in 
the papers about a local teacher who 
ate McDonalds for a month and lost 
weight to prove to his students your 
film didn’t tell the whole story. Of 
course, he had to work out five or 
six times a week to do that, but 
still—do you think his is a point that 
needed to be made? 

MS: You know, there's the thing: 
he did what no one does. The fact is, 
nobody exercises like that; we live in 
a nation, the United States I mean, 
in which almost three out of four 
people get no exercise whatsoever, 
about 60 per cent. I’m not talking 
about just going to the gym once in 
a while, either; | mean no exercise at 
all. What this guy is doing by saying, 
‘Oh, it’s not objective,’ and to prove 


SEE PAGE 7 
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life 
after 
gretzky 


By CHRIS BOUTET 


Pope-ularity contest 


Man, it is just me, or did things get a 
whole lot Popier in here over the last 
couple weeks? | mean, hey—| like hear- 
ing about the Pope doing things as 
much as the next guy, but come on: all 
the guy did was die. Shit, / can do that. 
Seriously, give me five bucks and I'll go 
kill myself right now. Actually no, wait. 
Let’s say 10 bucks; “He killed himself for 
$5” is kind of an embarrassing thing to 
have carved on your tombstone. 

* But anyhow, my point is that peo- 


Pea ceri.’ 
prostrate and age-ravaged in his hum. 
ble golden throne, watching whatever 
organized spectacle had been sched- 
uled to distract him briefly from the 
pain of living... it’s easy to form some 
emotional attachment as the years go 
on. And John Paul Il was around for a 
damn long time—perhaps even longer 
than that “Downtown Dollar” promo- 
tional poster has been hanging in the 
Bay LRT station—so it’s inevitable that 
those first couple of weeks after he dies 
are going to be rough. But all pope: 
must eventually come to an end, an 
the responsibility then falls upo; 
Catholic society to go to the pound 
and pick out a new pope. 

And by “Catholic society,” of course 
| mean “a select group of cardinals”; this 
isn’t really the kind of thing you can just 
open up to the oft-painfully-retardec 
general public, unless you want, like 
Shania Twain wandering around in 
white robe and big hat for the next 30 
years blessing shit. No, it’s probably best 
to leave the decision in the hands of the 
professionals—but still, this might be a 


BY OUR DEATHS WILL CHALLENGE THEIR NORALITY, CALLING ITO 
FA QUESTION THEIR IDEOLOGY oF CONQUEST AND EVENTUALLY 
LEADING TO TRANSFORMATIVE. CHANGE IN THEIR SOCIETY/ 


wer. Y EXACTLY! 
LED! } irs me ONE 

THING THEY WON'T 
BE EXPECTING! 


ple—and particularly people of the old great time for the Church to update th: 


I mean, hey—! like hearing about the Pope doing things as 
much as the next guy, but come on: all the guy did was die. 


HEY GUYS, WHILE YOU WERE 
TALKING I REMEMBERED WE 
HAD THE TRIANGULAMATOR, 

60 I TRIANGULAMATED EM / 


variety—die all the time. It’s like their gim- 
mick. In fact, most folks don’t this, but 
thousands of old people die all over the 
world every day—and most of the time all 
they get is an unceremonious rolling into 


they're lucky, an obituary in their local 
paper. Oh, sure—| know that Old Man 
Randomerson isn’t as “important” or 
“cool” as the guy who was purportedly 
chosen by God to spread His uncondi- 
tional love for everything except birth 
control throughout the world, but really. 
Just because the guy’s God's Governor- 
General doesn’t mean we need to whip 
the media frenzy up into a Class 5 Pope- 
nado—or, if you will, Popenami—does it? 
To be fair, there are surely some 

| people who are legitimately sad about 
| this. That's the hardest thing about 
| popes, really: they’re around for so 
long that you kind of get attached to 

| them after a while. We grow accus- 
| tomed to his face, the way he waves at 
| crowds from inside his little wheelie- 
bubble, the manner in which he slumps 
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a ditch on the side of the road and, if 


deliberation process a bit. 

Now that the world has gotten 
used to the concept of the Pope being 
dead, all eyes have turned to the cardi 
nals as they hide in the Vatican and ta\ 
about whatever, and holy hell, is it bor 
ing. If the church wants to stay rele- 
vant, it has to accept that kids the: 
days demand a requisite amount « 
zazz to maintain their interest; all ths 
quietly determining which potenti 
pope has the most experience and 
politically strategic nationality just isn’! 
going to cut it anymore. 

Sure, there are a few obvious things 
you could do to awesome the process up 
a bit, like using lasers instead of smoke ov 
just launching the new pope out o! « 
cannon straight up in the air so everyone 
could see him—but if you ask me, this 
the kind of decision that really can b 
made in only one way: a winner-take-a 
taser-fight in a swimming poo! full of lui 
cheon meat and cat pee. Buddy, the 
would be so. awesome, people would 
wish the pope died every year! © 
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ve crazy—who does 
es that. 

pr people have said kind 
the same thing, in that they say 
jody eats fast food three times 
a day. There's a great medical study 
that just came out in Atlanta that had 
3,000 people eat fast food over 16 
years; these people were only eating 
fast food twice a week, and they were 
showing signs of weight gain as well 
as signs of insulin resistance, which 
can lead to type-two diabetes. What 
you see happen to me over the period 
of one month is what could happen 
to you over a lifetime of eating this 
way. This is what can happen to you 
if you don’t make the right choices. 
Physical exercise is a part of the equa- 
tion that you can’t negate—and it's 
not like I spent the whole movie lying 
on the couch like a sloth being force- 
fed Prench fries. Over the course of 
making this movie, I was still walking 
more than twice the distance of the 
average American. The average person 
in my country walks a mile and a half 
a day—that’s it. And I was walking 
twice that twice a day. 

VW: Why do you think that 
some people react to your film in 
this way? Are you saying something 
that people just don’t want to hear? 

MS: I think that people don’t 

want to admit to how bad this indus- 
try is. There are a lot of young Repub- 
licans who think that I’m trying to 
take away their freedoms, that I’m 
some Commie who’s out trying to 
take away your rights as an American 
or as a consumer. But all I’m trying to 
do is get people to stop and do one 
thing: become aware of the choices we 
make. We don’t think about what we 
put into our mouths and our bodies 
and where it comes from, and the film 
has made a lot of people stop to think 
about how they're living their lives. To 
me, that’s the most important thing. 

VW: When our magazine first 

spoke with you as the movie was just 
coming out, the interviewer asked you 
if you still craved McDonalds once in 
a while, and you responded, ‘When I 
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smell a Big Mac, to this day my mouth 
still waters, but I can’t eat it; it doesn’t 
even taste like food.’ Does this still 
hold true for you, or have you had 
time to get over your revulsion? - 
MS: When I walk into a McDon- 
alds, it just smells like deep-fried 
cleaning solvents; it just doesn’t 
resemble food to me anymore. I 
mean, | love a good burger—but a 
great burger doesn’t come from a 
fast-food restaurant. There are so 
many better places to eat in this 
world; why would I want to waste 
my time and my money going to a 
place that doesn’t use anything that’s 
even produced in a slightly natural 
way? Why would | want to put 
something that is so unhealthy and 
unnatural into my body? Now I real- 
ly. try to pay attention to where my 
food comes from and what it’s going 
to do to me, and that’s what we 


‘should all be doing. I’m not saying 


that we should never eat fast food— 
hey, you want to go eat a fast-food 
burger, go ahead; it’s your life. But 
maybe everybody should take the 
advice of the 100 nutritionists we 
interviewed in the film who said we 
should eat this food maybe once a 
month. I think that’s good advice. 

VW: As a viewer, I can say your 
movie had a substantial impact on 
the way I think about food. But | 
have to admit, as 1 was watching it, 
those burgers did look kind of good. 

MS: Well, that’s the thing! You’ll 
notice that with McDonalds food, 
nothing looks or smells like McDon- 
alds; your body has a very visceral 
reaction to it. Even when you see a 
still image of it, you know exactly 
what that Big Mac smells and tastes 
like, and those fries and that shake. 
And that’s not just happenchance; 
that’s not a mistake. This food is sci- 
entifically formulated to look and 
smell and taste the way it does, and 
in a way that you can’t forget. 

VW: I guess we've been condi- 
tioned well. 

MS: [Laughs.] Yeah, I guess we 
have. © 
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By DARREN ZENKO 
Oh, what a graphic War 


Man, did | ever miss a memo. It hap- 
pens sometimes; in the frenzied white- 
noise environment of videogame hype, 
the hivelike generation of buzz, the 
babble of message boards and press 
releases, stuff gets overlooked. Impor- 
tant stuff. Naively, | stepped into God 
of War, only to have my lamblike 
innocence sheared by things | never 
expected to see in what appeared to 
be a run-of-the-mill homicidal badass 
simulator. 

Things started out pretty much like 
| expected, though. I’m introduced to 
Kratos, your basic “dark” action dude, 
and we have a few training-level 
adventures together. He's got these big 
ol’ knives, see, and they‘re on the ends 
of these wicked chains, so he can whip 
them around and kill stuff in a blood- 
soaked radius. And, man, does the 
blood ever soak. This was my first mini- 
revelation; God of War was so com- 
pletely not on my radar before | played 
it, | didn’t know it was making a 
wholehearted bid for the coveted Gore 
Prize, the winner of which gets the 
honour of having clips featured in an 
endless series of concerned-parents 
meetings, Congressional hearings and 
TV talk shows as examples of the hor- 
rors of Violent Videogames. 

And what a performance! Juggling 
jerks by continually stabbing them into 
the air as their blood gives you a show- 
er massage, grabbing zombie-men by 
the neck and crotch and ripping them 
in half with your bare hands, tearing 
the wings offa harpies... great stuff. 
Still, GoW’'s a longshot for taking the 
prize; the judges are real old-schoolers, 
so | don’t think Kratos stabbing a guy 
in the face 10 times is going to replace 


soon. Nice try, though! 

The second surprise, once the 
novelty of ripping guys in half sub- 
sided, if not completely wore off, was 
how easy and fun it was to make 
Kratos do that move in the first place. 
God of War controls like a dream, 
moves and combos flying off the con- 
trol pad without mushiness, sluggish- 
ness or the frustration of combo lock. 
From the spastic signals of action- 
game sign language—a vague sort of 
desperate pawing at the control stick 
and a frenzied slapping at the but- 
tons—GoW manages to extract mean- 
ing, sending Kratos spinning into 
satisfying blood-ballets even if you 
really don’t know what you're doing 
If you can’t play properly, you're stil! 
going to get your ass kicked, but the 
link between control and character is 
so well-designed and intuitive you 
rarely (if ever) feel like you didn’t 
deserve what was coming to you. Add 
in the minigame-like finishing moves 
that turn battle scenes into wicked 
cinematics under player control, and 
you've got a game that does wonder 
fully what this kind of game is sup 
posed to do: make you feel cool and 
competent, no matter how much of a 
loser you actually are. 

Which brings me to the big reveal 
So, there | am, it’s the end of the first 
level. | just ripped a bunch of zombie 
sailors in half, did a fancy bit of rig- 
ging-climbing and box-kicking, killed 
the shit out a giant hydra in a begin- 
ner boss battle better than most 
games’ big bossfights, and I'm feeling 
pretty good about the game. Cool 
gritty, pseudo-Ancient Greece setting 
that’s miles (or whatever units they 
measured distance with in the olden 
days) away from the whitewashed 
happyland of Mighty Hercules, damn 
beautiful levels, backdrops and special 
effects, great music—hell, even 
Kratos’s angry-constipated-man grunts 
‘n’ groans (required by law in ail 
action games) weren't too annoying 
End-level cutscene comes up and 
we're in Kratos’s cabin aboard his ship, 
where the bad man is wrestling with 
his demons. That's not all he’s 
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dered tips of the softcore 
after the moody little 
cutscene—“No matter how many 
women he loved, Kratos could not >. ©. 0.0.4 
et the visions out of his mind” or > 
ething like that—you can have ! 
ery cttege uy A REMARKABLY BRAVE PERFORMANCE 
more time, triggering a humping- BY GANZ... HAUNTING: 
simulator minigame while he totally “Katherine Moh CANWEST NENBSERVICE 
gets it on with two chicks at once. aks ; 
The camera cuts away for this 
scene—no hardcore screwin’ in main- 
stream games yet—but your lovin’ skill 
js indicated by porn-soundtrack audio 
cues and a vase on the nighttable; 
shake the bed vigourously enough and 
the vase topples just as everyone gets 
their ‘tit mort. Your reward? Experience 
points! Come back for more anytime, 
sailor! Maybe I’m doing the game a 
disservice by focusing on this one seg- 
*ment—it’s a minor part of a huge 
~ game filled with some truly unbeliev- 
able “wow” moments of a non- 
naughty nature—but it should be 
noted that there’s a real-world sex-ed 
value to this little gimmick. See, the 
humpin’ minigame isn’t all just rhyth- 
mic jabbing of the buttons; you can’t : ~ 
satisfy your bedmates (and thus get e ae j ON AWAITS ITS... 
those sweet, sweet experience points) Nf 
without first executing a series of slow, , 
sensual circles with the joystick. Ladies, 2 
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Wednesday, April 13.) 

A Time for Vision asks us to rethink 
our program expenditures, especially 
in healthcare, education and social 
services. But Gibson's work also asks 
us to look at our revenues—basically, 


the most punitive tax system a gov- 
ernment can impose on lower- and 
middle-income earners. “Covering 
your basic needs takes up almost 100 
per cent of your income if you are 
poor,” Gibson explains. “But if you 
are rich, basic needs take up only a 
small percentage of your income: 
Progressive taxation redistributes a 
small portion of high income earn- 


“Gambling revenues are twice what we are 
getting from the tar sands royalties this year.” 
—Diuna —'s ParKLAND InstiTUTE Researcu Director 


who we are taxing and why. The Park- 
“land’s warning on revenues is quite 
simple: our current tax regime is 
unsustainable. Over the past 10 years, 
Alberta has moved from progressive 
taxation (if you earn more, you pay 
an incrementally higher percentage of 
your income in provincial tax) to a 
flat income tax—everyone pays 10 
per cent oftheir income in provin- 
cial taxes. While this sounds easy 
and egalitarian on the surface, it is 


ers’ disposable income. We don’t 
have that kind of redistribution, and 
that’s why we have the highest 
wealth inequality in Canada.” 


WHETHER FLAT OR PROGRESSIVE, 
income taxes are a much more stable 
source of revenue than consumption 
taxes or gambling revenues, which are 
volatile, generally regressive (in that 
the poor pay a higher proportion of 
their income in consumption taxes 
ee: cs +s 


lee ee ee ek oe TT 
than the rich), and much more prone 
to short-term economic hiccups than 
income tax. But the Parkland identi- 
fies consumption taxes (such as gas, 
liquor and cigarette taxes) and gam- 
bling revenues as a skyrocketing per- 
centage of our provincial finances. 
Gambling revenues are particularly 
pernicious: 39 per cent of Alberta’s 
$1.2 billion in gambling revenues 
come from problem gamblers. To put 
the scale of the problem in perspec- 
tive, Gibson says, “Gambling rev- 
enues are twice what we are getting 
from the tar sands royalties this year.” 


SPEAKING OF ROYALTIES, the Park- 
land was one of the first to sound the 
alarm on how little Albertans are actu- 
ally receiving in rent for the resources 
that belong to them, in a report called 
Giving Away the Alberta Advantage, 
published way back in 1999. This 
year’s budget analysis echoes the 1999 
warning that Albertans are giving 
away their ticket to long-term prosper- 
ity. “Our resource revenues haven't 
been used to build a sustainable 
future,” Gibson says. “The govern- 
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ment created the Sustainability Fund, 
with the idea of reducing our vulnera- 
bility to resource revenue fluctuations. 
But that Fund is now being used for 
fighting forest fires, the BSE crisis and 
natural gas rebates. These things aren’t 
emergencies—they should be part of 
the general budget. Meanwhile, we 
have no provincial strategy for build- 
ing a future heyond fossil fuels.” 

The Parkland Institute’s budget 


_Gibson concludes. 


report is meant to stimulate discus- © 


sion about what is possible in our 
debt-free province. “The idea is we 
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need to think a bit more boldly,’ 
“We're at 
unique place—we've paid off the fis. 
cal debt. It’s really important that w, 
sit down and say, ‘What do we do | 
build a different province, tomorro\, 
and today?’ Today we can elimina; 
poverty—that’s reality. We have ti, 
money to eliminate homelessness. 
for tomorrow, we can elimina 
tuition fees. That's reality too. 
need to look at ways we can convey; 
our natural capital—fossil fuels—an,j 
convert it into human capital.” © 
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By RICHARD BURNETT 


Saints and sinners 


There are plenty of reasons | like Amer- 
ican author Mack Friedman. | love his 
name because every time | say “Hey, 
Mack,” | feel like I’m a gangster in an 
Edward G. Robinson flick. | also think 
Mack's a genuinely entertaining writer; 
and | admire his guts for putting him- 
self through university with his ass. 

“| had a stable of repeat cus- 
tomers,” says the onetime gay hustler 
and Chicago native who used to place 
escort ads in newspapers when he 
attended the University of Minnesota. 
“| wedged them in around classes.” 


Rd 


Choir (kwir) noun: 
an organized company of singers - a 


Mack was 19 at the time and had 
he been caught by American authori- 
ties, he might've had to offer up his ass 
behind bars for free. But had this been 
the Roman Empire—where male prosti- 
tution was widespread and taxed by 
the state until 498 AD—he would have 
been féted on Robigalia day, the 
national Roman holiday celebrating 
male sex workers on April 25 each year. 
"The value of male prostitutes exceeds 
that of farm lands,” Cato once astutely 
noted in the second century B.C. 

Much has changed, of course, since 
Cato uttered those famous words. Fried- 
man, who wrote his book Strapped for 
Cash: A History of American Hustler 
Culture after graduation, knows all about 
that first-hand. But it wasn’t all wine and 
roses back in the days of Caesar, Nero 
and Claudius either. “In the Roman 
Empire, slaves and former slaves [freed- 
men] were engaged in survival sex and 
sold from buyer to buyer for the price of 
chickpeas,” Friedman explains. “Freed 
imperial Roman boys could also have sex 
with men, as long as they did it voluntar- 
ily, not via servitude. They could expect 
varied rewards, ranging from love, tute- 


. 


whole step up from Karaoke Night. 


lage and gifts to money, shelter and 
food. For the next few hundred years, it 
would still be respectable for youths of all 
classes to be passive partners in their 
rewarded intercourse with older men. 

“Excavations have unearthed 
ancient male brothels within the former 
Roman Empire,” he continues, “but 
these were not the only sanctioned 
spots for sex work. [Hustlers] plied their 
trade on thoroughfares, in alleyways 
and gymnasiums; at the pools and the 
public baths, in earmarked taverns— 
and in, as [historian Gary Devore] put 
it, ‘Other spaces specifically set aside 
for mercenary sex or utilized for the 
selling of sex only at certain times, such 
as under the arches of an amphitheatre, 
in cemeteries, along city walls and 
inside deserted buildings.” 

The biggest pimp of all, collecting 
taxes alongside the state, was the 
Catholic Church. Yes, you read right: 
“The Catholic Church in the Roman 
Empire made a lot of money taxing 
male prostitutes,” Friedman says. 

Now, considering the Catholic 
Church created the world’s first multi- 
national corporation on the backs of 
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male sex workers, | find it rich that in 
the more than 1,500 years since Rome 
repealed its tax on male prostitutes in 
498 AD, every subsequent pope has 
publicly demonized the sex trade and 
gay sex. And no pope in history was 
more homophobic than the late Pope 
John Paul Il. No pope in history has 
done so much to make so many peo- 
ple worldwide suffer needlessly. 

“Pope John Paul Il’s rejection of life- 
saving condoms contributed to the 
deaths of millions from AIDS,” says 
Brett Lock of the British gay-civil-rights 
group OutRage! “He could have said it 
was the moral duty of Catholics to stop 
the spread of HIV. Endorsing the use of 
condoms would have saved lives. 
Despite over 40 million people being 
infected worldwide with HIV, the pope 
turned his back on a proven method of 
stopping virus transmission.” 

Worse, as Lock rightly points out, 
“Last year, he even authorized the Vatican 
lie that condoms spread AIDS by allowing 
HIV to pass through the rubber.” 

Science proved that propaganda to 
be bullshit a long time ago—which 
pretty much sums up Pope John Paul 
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II's legacy, from his micromanagemen; 
of the pedophile priest scandals, esp. 
cially in the United States, to the Vai). 
can’s publicly lobbying again; 
advancing gay human rights at th. 
United Nations—right down to votin, 
against benefits for gay UN staffers. 

Pope John Paul Il’s fingerprints a;. 
everywhere. So | did not mourn }), 
Passing. Observers say the pope s\; 
fered greatly in his last days. | am Glad 
he suffered, as he made tens of milli, 
of gays and lesbians around the wor, 
suffer until his dying breath. Watchin, 
millions of pilgrims pay tribute to Pop, 
John Paul II last Friday at the most gar 
ish funeral in human history, | could no; 
help but think instead of celebrating 5) 
life, the world would be wiser to cel< 
brate Robigalia on April 25. 

“There is more tolerance and respect 
for the sex trade in the gay community 
Friedman says. “I think we're more open. 
minded about sex and its role in our hap 
piness. We understand its importance. s; 
Augustine once said, ‘Banish prostitute 
and you reduce society to chaos throw} 
unsatisfied lust.’ Who understands (4,; 
more than gay men?” © 
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3 E A.gQ@aet Y 4 


australia a 


ne St. St. Albert, AB 
)0016 Fx.460,0046 


Slimeswim.com 
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GADD 


AT GHARAGTER'S 


The Scottish Highlands call | 
you forth. Escape to the 

fantasy world of Brigadoo" 

as exquisite tunes fill the a!’ 


Aimost Like Being in Love, 
Come to Me, Bend to Me, 
I'll Go Home With Bonnie Jea! 


Week es Fi 


beam with 
confidence 


The fountain of youth has a new name: 
BOTOX. In mere minutes this all-natural 


protein safely relazes the wrinkle-causing 


From only SPRICE 
per treatment. 


muscles around your eyes and forehead 
leaving you looking smooth, refreshed 


and renewed. 


2 Sherwood Park | Phone 464-4506 Medical Clinic 
ees. > = 4 


re 


1G Win OUI GIONGonize res 
Gif c Scars (9 Solairas Sridas 
i feiut eine slits pile 
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Dorean silver shoes by Cole Haan (Sole Tree) 


Embroidered flower dress by Esprit (Etzio) 


SWIMWEAR 
5s E00. 


CONCEPT, STYLING, PHOTOGRAPHY | 


Francis T | 
3 EDMONTON LOCATIONS au icon | 
WEST EDMONTON MALL 
ny a 
441834 = Jessica Doull 
SOUTHGATE CENTRE te Nicole Ritchie-Oseen 
5.W. Corner by Royal Bank . 
436-4371 + MODELS 
KINGSWAY GARDEN MALL me 
Upper Level by Glass Elevator | 
474-1151 ie 
Mode Models | 
HAIR AND MAKEUP | 
on Paul: Suki 


on Abbey: Prudie (hair) 
Suki (makeup) 
Shampoo Hair Studio 


LOCATIONS 


Naked Cafe 
105 Street Lofts 
107 Street Lofts 


ADDITIONAL STYLING 


Andy (derks) 

Caren (Etzio) 

Daniel (Gravity Pope) 
Idaho (Soletree Shoes) 


a 
= ae 
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Icy blue has you 
Covered in this 
transition time from 
winter to spring, 
Flash your ankles in 
Capris and work 
your Way up to 
shorts when the 
mercury rises, 


4 SHOES 


10412 WHYTE AVE. 
ae 1055 


new arrivals 


hush puppies icon 


a. 
to = 


terraplanna united nur 
laceste bora 
faryl robin 


ENTION THIS AD AND GFT $1 


0. OFF YOUR PURCHASE! 


Denim capris, tank ry Ty circles hoodie by Industry (Etzio) 


cuws Abn > , os. 
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en EE 
BS 88046 Oe & he be 8 8 8 POEs Be OE REE ROE HOE OE 
. 


Definitely 
Different 


spring Arrivals] 


Strellson » Zegna * 4YOU + Ted Baker + Versace + Victorinox 
Jack Lipson + Caliban - Omega + Altea Dion * Belstaff 
Signum Tateossain + Dagr - Nudie - Paper Denim & Cloth 
Salvage + Seven + True Religion » Earnest Sewn + Signum 
Energie * Sacred Blue + Sixty * James Perse * AG 


BIII-102 Street 780.433.6614 | 
www.derks. cam 


We'll tak6 yOu 
higher in this 
micro mini, But 
pair ft with fun 
cowboy boots to 
kegp it playful. 
Until the 
temperatures fise, 


a 
mileage 
those bad boys? 


Miniskirt by Diesel; blue tank by Full Circle; purple boots by Mag (Gravity Pope) 


EVELINECCHARLES 
SALONS ® SPAS 


careers@evelinecharles.com 
i. 425.0/63 


/ELINECCHARLES.com 
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Join the Fashion Leader In the Industry! 
GLOBAL SALON ENTREPRENEUR OF THE YEAR 


or Saloniand Spa 


2004, 2003 


Now accepting re mes for*Siyiists*C 


-Estheticians » Mas: Iherapists« Cosme 


Consulfanh 


BEG: 


Suit jacket and shoes by Strellson; golf shirt by Le-tigre; jeans by Nudie; tle by Pazone (Derk’s Formals) 


i 
a ’ lead 
A Hat IA Hat Store | ' ase 


*Enterance beside new maine on Whyte Ave. 
4#301-10368-82 Ave. 435-6601 


We s “Giassi in 
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Make your night one to remember 
Stagette Packages 


Individual and Group Shots 


i 


1S Studio 9 Photographics 780.432.7900 studio® photo. co 


Tn ne 


" 


5) 


ndalion onl be As 

in {om a 

10536 | —— St. i *? : ENN Nae 2 

. ; ~~ N Va A (ee Ve <# x re 

SEEKING. STYLISTS AND ND ESTHETICIANS sree oe 
FAX tax 496- 9978 OR CALL 496-5 196-997 Tron DETAILS M | IS: 8 PL; AC com 


VUEWEEKLY presents 


Springstyle 


support our advertisers 
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A ; 
P. ,} 425-6151 
: 10117-101 street 


www.zenaris.com 


mon-thu 
friday 

saturday 
catering 


reserve the dining 
room for your 
special event 


Pan-seared Salmon Fillet 


ith a sweet balsamic reduction & white wine butter sauce 


UNWIND AT STEEPS TEA LOUNGE 


FADERIFNUDMONTON HEINE SHEMET 


190 varieties of black, white, green, oolong, herbal and fruit teas 
Friendly and knowledgable staff * Warm relaxing atmosphere 
Premium cookies, squares & desserts + Light savory alternatives 
Tea brewing and related merchandise * To go service * Open late 


SHERWOOD PARK 
2024 SHERWOOD DRIVE 
THLM6-B6t5 


GLENORA 
12411 STONY PLAIN ROAD 
THL488-1505 


COLLEGE PLAZA 
1116-82 AVENUE + TEL:9B8-2386 


f 


Who’d’ve thought 
you could get in 
touch with the 
Mediterranean at a 
northside strip 
mall? 


By CHRISTOPHER THRALL 


sun-drenched vistas and glimpses 

of olive skin hang in our collective 
consciousness like grapes in a lush 
Italian vineyard. Were | idling away 
an afternoon in rural Tuscany, | 
might have happened across this lit- 
tle bistro in a copse of trees along a 
dirt road. However, since I was in 
Edmonton, I had to hunt through a 


[ a way, Tuscany belongs to us all: 


maze of indistinguishable box stores 


Grill communication 


in a hideous northside strip mall. 

In a stunning display of reclama- 
tion, the Tuscan Grill has com- 
pletely transformed its generic 
interior, with appliquéd burgundy 
cloths draped over each table and an 
enormous arrangement of dried 
flowers dominating the room’s cen- 
tre. Dried vines snake across the 


ITALIAN 


acoustical-tiled ceiling, and a series 
of sumptuous black curtains divide 
the dining area from the attached 
pub, forming an effective sound bar- 
rier albeit one slightly more perme- 
able to cigarette smoke. 

My guest and I were shown to a 
booth against the front windows 
and, in a display of personalized ser- 
vice I had never experienced, the 
friendly server draped my napkin 


Look for this symbol! Any restaurant advertising with this symbol wants to be considered by 
our readers when they vote for Vue Weekly's Golden Fork Awards to be announced on May 12 
2005. The ballot will appear in our April 21 & 28 issues. It asks you to vote for Edmonton's 
best on our Seventh Annual Reader's Choice Awards for 40 best food catagories. 

So watch for the symbol and sample the best of Edmonton's restaurants before you vote. 
There are great prizes to be won by readers who participate! bg - 

To make it even more exciting and easier for you and your friends to "taste test” the fare of 
some of these establishments, you can win free gift certificates from some of the citys best 
places for eats. 

Al you have to do is mail, fax or email our office with your name and phone number and the 
words "FREE FOOD!", At least five names will be chosen to receive gift certificates worth at least 
$20 and redeemable at one of our city’s great food establishments. 
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over my lap. She lit our candle 4), 
left us to sip our cappuccinos (5 =f 
each) and waters while we pery),., 
our dinner options. 7 

The menu featured the expec:,., 
array of tempting Italian delicac;, 
with an assortment of salads an, 
appetizers from tabouleh to Stuffed 
grape leaves for under $10. An ,,, 
standing range of entrées and Pastas 
were generally shy of the $20 mar, 
although an intriguing platter of tid. 
bits for sharing commande F 
respectable $39.95. After som, 
thought, my companion chose ¢h, 
mushroom-crusted Atlantic salmon, 
one of the least expensive entrées ;; 
$16, with a side of pasta in whit. 
wine sauce. I decided on the mai. 
nated kabobs ($17.95) with lemoy, 
pine-nut rice. 

The Tuscan Grill’s 15 tables filjeq 
quickly during the Friday suppe, 
hour and the pace picked up for tie 
two servers, which explained why , 
basket of bread didn’t make it to bil 
table before our entrées arrived. Jui, 
Iglesias and belly-dancing musi: 
took turns enveloping me a; | 
savoured my strong cappuccino. \\ 
companion stared at me in disdain 
when I shook half a packet of brown 
sugar onto my foam, but | enjoyed 
good laugh when she surreptitious|; 
used the rest halfway through he 
own tasty beverage. 


WELL WORTH THE WAIT, our 
entrées came arranged on funky 
square plates, appealing to the eye 
and causing our noses to reel in plea- 
sure. Lightly grilled veggies an: 
small scoop of spaghetti squash (m 
fave!) accompanied both dishes. Her 
salmon was a hefty filet under i 
thick mushroom paste, flaking oii ai 
the slightest touch of her fork and 
melting in the mouth with a 
almost buttery texture. The lin 
guine’s white wine sauce was rich 
and creamy with a garlic taste remi- 
niscent 6f an alfredo, but far le 
cloying. 

After sampling her fare, | puzzled 
over why mine cost two dollars more 
for a single skewer each of chicken 
and beef. A single taste revealed ‘h 
answer: somebody had actually i 
tered the use of all those extra spices 
you get in the spice rack! My lemon 
pine-nut rice was exquisite bot 
meats were tender and tasty aid 
they frolicked madly on my tongs 
with alluring dashes of basil or" 
joram or oregano or rosema') At 
home, I sometimes accidentally ' 
a good spice combo in an ome tte 
or spaghetti sauce, but | have" 
idea how to duplicate the fea!“ 
the Tuscan Grill, someone he 
down to‘an art. 


SEE PAGE 27 


Downtown bistro 
promotes life, 
liberty and the 
pursuit of egg 
creams 


By }AIM ILICH 


en though framed newspapers 
decorate its walls, the Free Press 
Bistro’s name is a clever play on 
words, emphasizing the fact they’re 
@ purveyor of fine pressed sandwich- 
5, more commonly known by their 
Italian name, panini. Of course, it’s 
inuch more than just a sandwich 
Shop, and it certainly looks the part. 
‘The décor is classy, with plenty of 
farthy browns and always-chic 
black. The location is great for the 
fowntown business set, being just 


‘oi the popular warehouse district. 

As the restaurant was nearly 
Pty when we arrived, we got a 
shoice table by the window, which 
included great views of exotic 104 
street, complete with men on 
benches taking swigs from bottles in 
own paper bags. Spiffy. 

We were about to order our 
minks when something on the menu 
‘stantly caught my interest. There, 

‘ted in the drinks section of our 
BS. (rade to look like a page from 


South of Jasper Ave, a block away. 


he Free Press 


BISTRO 


Democracy and a Free Press 


a a ee was something called 

an “Egg Cream” ($4). Puzzled, I asked 
our server for details. She cheerfully 
explained that the Egg Cream was, in 
fact, quite a difficult drink to pin 
down, and described it as a combina- 
tion of cream, club soda and Fox’s U- 
Bet chocolate syrup, which they 
import specially from Brooklyn, New 
York. “So, what about the egg?” I 
asked her. “The name suggests that 
an egg might be involved.” She 
shrugged, smiled, and said that no, 
to her knowledge, there was no egg. 
According to her, the drink is a local 
favourite in Brooklyn. Huh. Go fig- 


PANINI | 


ure. I ordered one, while my wife 
opted for a less adventurous, but pos- 
sibly still popular in Brooklyn, glass 
of orange juice ($2.50). 

While there are other, non- 
pressed items on the menu, both my 
wife and I figured that we might as 
well go for the house specialty, each 
picking a pressed sandwich of our 
own. I went for the Philly Press 
($9.95), a pressed version of the well- 
known Philly cheesesteak sandwich, 
featuring everything you'd expect: 
strips of steak, sautéed onions and 
ted peppers, and melted mozza and 
Swiss cheeses. My wife picked the 
Free Press Club ($10.95), a combina- 
tion of a grilled chicken breast, 


- Cannwicres, Sours, Sains 
Osis ne AND DONT FORGET THE HE! 


Sandwich 


_ 


Pasta a 
Grill 
& 


Press 


bacon, tomatoes and Swiss cheese, 
with lemon dill aioli to tie the whole 
thing together. Each sandwich nor- 
mally comes with a side of fries, 
which is what I decided to stick with. 
My wife, on the other hand, wanted 
something a bit healthier, opting 
instead for the side Caesar salad, 
which was only $1.50 extra. 

After ordering, it didn’t take 
long for our drinks to arrive, fol- 
lowed shortly by our sandwiches. By 
this point, the man on the bench 
with the bottle had moved on to 
other things, leaving us to concen- 
trate wholeheartedly on our meal. 


FIRST, THE DRINKS. While my 
wife's orange juice was, well, orange 
juice, my Egg Cream was, in a word, 
unique. It was lighter than a milk- 
shake and tasted almost like a 
creamy chocolate soft drink. Our 
server was right: it was just like 
drinking a chocolate ice cream float, 
but with the ice cream already melt- 
ed into the drink. The first few pulls 
through the straw were very sweet 
(even for my wife, who loves sweet 
drinks), but the sweetness gradually 
subsided as the chocolate syrup set- 
tled out and was sucked up. I’m not 
sure if I'd exactly go out of my.way 
to get an Egg Cream again, but I'll 
probably order another when I next 
pay a visit. 


SEE PAGE 27 


Pe 
YELLOWHEAD WHEAT ALE $4,25/pinr EVERY MONDAY 


MON APRIL 18 


CHECK OUT THIS a ERMONTON GROUP. 
9:30 PM...NO COVER 


DON'T FORGET TO TRY THE NEW 


i 


MON - FRI 3-7PM 


10616-82 AVE. 414-6766 
WWW.OBYRIES. com 


four rooms 
restaurant and lounge 


S 102 ave. - 100a st. 


137 edmonton city centre east 


426-4767 


A lounge 


= Ae AMS 
woman <7 10646170 I 


Carine HOTINEA65 Add 
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Price per person, before tax and tip 


$ —Less than $10 
$$ —$10to $20 


— $20 to $30 
— $30 and up 


$35 
SSSS 


PICCOLINO BISTRO 

9112-142 St * 443-2110 

A lunchtime favourite in the area, Pic- 
colino’s nearly full-length windows 
look out over a moderately busy 142 
Street. The interior was bathed in nat- 
ural light, but as dusk seeped into the 
streets, the soft lighting wrapped in 
dark gold cloth cast a romantic spell. 
The whole space glowed with warm 
earth tones and dark red woods to 
give the allure of understated ele- 
gance. Amazing aromas drifting out of 
the kitchen didn’t hurt, either. While 
entrées reached $21, the pastas 
ranged between $9 and $13, and con- 
sidering their staggering portions, the 
prices were terrific. | decided on the 
Penne Lino ($12) for my wife, and the 
Pollo Casalinga ($12.95) for myself. | 
started us off with Calamari ($6.50) 
and rounded out the meal with a 
mango berry cheesecake for her and a 
chocolate caramel cake for me ($4.95 
each). The calamari got a little rubbery 
during the drive home, but the chewy 
rings were greatly enhanced by chunks 
of tomato and the accompanying aioli 
dip. My wife’s Penne Lino was stupen- 


the 7th Annual 


VU EVVEEKLY presents 


dous: the pasta was thick and tasty, 
with bite-sized morsels of chicken 
sporting just the right amount of garlic 
bite beneath sundried tomatoes and 
feta cheese. Since she wouldn’t even 
allow me a mushroom to sample, | 
have to assume they were terrific. | 
chose a side of rotini with tomato 
sauce with my order, so we were treat- 
ed to yet more of Piccolino’s pasta 
artistry. My chicken filets, however, 
were a little dense and slightly under- 
cooked. The chicken was still tender 
enough to cut with a fork, and the 
subdued lemon taste in the white wine 
sauce brought out the flavour as | ate. 
We enjoyed our dessert once our din- 
ner had digested. A lush combination 
of mangos and berries blended tartly 
into the creamy cheesecake and my 
wife was ecstatic with her selection. | 
warmed my chocolate caramel cake 
and was treated to a taste like a Rolo 
on spring break. We had two meals 
out of our $44.24 takeout order and 
were left with three generous lunch 
portions. Not only was Piccolino great 
cuisine and a bit of an aphrodisiac, but 
it was a terrific value as well. Average 
Price: $$-$$$ (Reviewed 4/7/05) 


UNHEARDOF 

9602-82 Ave * 432-0480 

Unheardof? Hardly. The Unheardof 
has a well-earned reputation as one of 
Edmonton’s poshest and most roman- 
tic restaurants. Of course, my limited 
budget had something to do with my 


They're almost here! 


vueweekty €> 


not having paid it an earlier visit, but 
now | resolved not to let my thrifty 
nature get the better of me. After tak- 
ing a look through the list of appetiz- 
ers, we both settled on the Sesame 
Ginger Chicken Strips ($10 each), 
which are sautéed in a balsamic 
reduction and served with coronets 
filled with a mix of mascarpone (that 
creamy cheese in tiramisu) and “cof- 
fee salsa.” While the chicken was 
excellent (the ginger was particularly 
pronounced), the coronets were a 
nightmare to cut into manageable 
pieces, especially while maintaining 
some semblance of grace and/or class. 
Next, we were faced with the difficult 
task of picking our entrées. Instead of 
the caribou or the bison, | gave in to 
my curiosity and ordered the Tur- 
duckin ($30), a multiple-poultry plate 
of turkey, duck and chicken, each 
cooked and seasoned in a slightly dif- 
ferent way, served with a selection of 
veggies. My wife opted for the Dilled 
Atlantic Salmon Fillet ($26), which 
was seasoned with lemon dill butter 
and served in a dill cream sauce with 
wild rice and vegetables. While the 
duck and turkey aspects of my “tur- 
duckin” were both very good, | was 
dazzled by the chicken’s fresh thyme 
seasoning. My wife was thrilled with 
her salmon, which, with only the 
slightest pressure from her fork, flaked 
into delicate, bite-sized morsels from 
the moist, tender fillet. She absolutely 
loved the sauce. Unable to resist 


Ballots run April 21st & 28th 
Winners will be announced May 12th 
Don't miss them! 


dessert, | picked the Godet Cappucci- 
no Cheesecake ($9), a generous slice 
of hazelnut-crusted cheesecake swim- 
ming in a pond of chocolatey cappuc- 
cino sauce. My wife was also in the 
mood for chocolate, and chose the 
Chocolate Amaretto Pie ($8.50), a 
substantial wedge of amaretto- 
flavoured custard with a chocolate 
almond crust. As for the bill, you get 
what you pay for, and we were more 
than satisfied with the outstanding 
food, atmosphere and overall roman- 
tic luxury of our meal. I’m just hoping 
that Visa accidentally forgets about 
me for a month. Average Price: 
$$S$ (Reviewed 4/7/05) 


WILD TANGERINE 

10383-112 St ¢ 429-3131 

Located just around the corner from 
the Sidetrack Café, Wild Tangerine 
prides itself on creatively mixing Asian 
and European cuisines, ending up 
with food that’s both quirky and deli- 
cious. The space is small enough to 
be intimate, but spacious enough to 
not feel cramped, and the interior is 
gorgeous: chic minimalism with an 
Asian influence, with touches of funky 
originality. (Why drink from a bam- 
boo cup when you can drink from a 
deliberately kitschy, brightly- 
coloured, frosted-plastic cup that 
looks like bamboo?) After taking a 
good look through our menus, my 
wife and | both found what we were 
looking for on the page labelled “spe- 


Tomantie 


a S15 O 


% 


cials.” | was intrigued by the ex,;, 
combination of ingredients in {).. 
“Lemon Chicken Breast” ($15) 
chicken breast stuffed with spinach, 
ricotta, and... dates. Nifty. My fe 
cautiously picked the Marsala-Mas,), 
Lamb ($16). The potential combi, 
tion of marsala wine and East Indi,, 
masala curry spices was, to say the 
least, intriguing. My stuffed chicke, 
breast was sliced and spread on to, 
of a bed of bright green asparaguc 
revealing the inner ingredients of ¢}, 
chicken under a layer of thic, 
translucent, light yellow liquid. 7,, 
outside of the chicken had been },; 
tered, and, though presumably fricq 
there was no strong oily taste. Th, 
dates, ricotta and spinach insiqa 
made for an entirely unusual by; 
wonderful mix of flavours and 
tures, while the asparagus added \< 
another strangely perfect dimension 
My wife was just as happy with the 
lamb, which she found to be tende, 
perfectly cooked and seasoned ‘ith 
just the right blend of spices. Price 
wise, the quality of the food was easi 
ly worth the $51 for the two of 
including a glass of wine each. For 
food this good, in an atmosphere 
bound to make even the squarest 
diner feel like a cool-yet-sophisticated 
urbanite, that’s a heck of a bargain. | 
just wish that the portions were a |it 
tle bit bigger. I’d happily pay more 
for the privilege. Average Price: §5- 
$$$ (Reviewed 4/7/05) 


(jor 2) 


Includes: Two $50 4-course 
table d'hote dinners. One ~ 
night in our /uxury B&B Suite 
and Continental breakfast 
served in your suite. 


\ 6427 112 Street 474 569° 


* Valid during April and May * Only Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
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Continued from page 24 
Her vegetables untouched, her 
pasta half-finished but her salmon 
devoured, my dinner guest looked 
up at me with huge green eyes and 
said, “Despite my best intentions, | 
have no room for dessert.” She 
glanced at my plate, a few forlorn 
grains of rice sitting on its vacant 
expanse, then deduced the number 
of pieces of bread I had enjoyed. 


“You don’t either,” she said with 
grim finality. Unwilling to argue but 
equally unwilling to leave without a 
$6.95 assortment of baklava, | 
ordered dessert to go and happily 
punched $55 into the portable debit 
unit our server brought to the table. 
My guest and I made our way 
back to. my place, Passing polar bears 
who shook their heads at how far 
north we had trekked. We were won- 
derfully well-fed and on our way 
with 12 bite-sized, honey-drizzled 
treasures. The crisp, sweet baklava 


Free Press Bistro 


Continued from page 25 


My sandwich was excellent, with 
expertly grilled fresh bread (ciabatta, 
of course), a mix of sautéed onions 
and red peppers, well-melted’ cheese 
and lean, tender strips of steak. My 
fries were the thin, shoestring kind, 
and were good despite the abun- 
cance of grease. This may sound 
strange, but they instantly reminded 
me of my favourite roadside fry 
stand in Winnipeg, in the parking lot 
across from the train station. It’s 
funny how certain tastes and smells, 
however mundane, can trigger dis- 
fant memories. 

My wife’s sandwich was also 
good, with equally delicious bread, 
tender chicken and lots of creamy 


aioli. She seemed to like her Caesar 
salad, though I saw her snatch a cou- 
ple of my fries. In return, I pilfered 
one of her croutons, after which we 
both agreed to a truce. After swap- 
ping bites of each other’s sandwich- 
€s, we were both happy with what 
we’d.ordered. We finished off the 
rest of our sandwiches, downed the 
last of our drinks and happily went 
on our way after paying the reason- 
able bill. 

For just under $31, we'd had a 
lovely lunch for two, with a view of 
the interesting street scenes outside. 
We left both happy and well-fed, 
ready to face the second half of the 
day. And that’s what a good lunch is 
all about, right? © 


FREE PRESS BISTRO 
#80, 10014-104 St * 497-7784 


would remind us later that there 
could still be redemption for bland, 
uniform strip malls Way out in 
Edmonton’s urban sprawl. @ 
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Available in * 
can sk 
for you 


2331-104 St. 
Edmonton, AB. 


TUSCAN GRILL 
9621-167 Ave * 476-0006 


433-0091 


reservations 
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COME CHECK OLIT yes c= STORE 
OUR SELECTION OF 

GUITARS, ote 

KEYGOARDS, ORUMS, 

FLUTES AND MORE. 


A ROLANO 


ELECTRONIC 
KEYGOARD . 


Come visit us at i WORTH 51000 


BOOTH #711 


to see incredible digital musical OR AN ART ¢ LUTHERIE 


instruments from Roland Canada — : Fs . AC oO LI Ss T ‘ie C 


music and Great guitars from Godin 


Guitars! j CLT T = 


Plus pick up your copy Of ... .* 
WUEVWVEEKLY WORTH S200 


ANE ing 8 oars @ RECORDING NW 7 
SN: coo, RE EE 


= 9 aa, Ave. eat Alberta T5H < eee aD" 


(on the north side, just west of 102nd St.) featuring you 
singing your 


a 
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Sg 
#5 POWERPLANT 


restaurant & bar 


Saturday, April 16th 


G7 WELCOMING COMMITTEE ARTIST: 


GREG MACPHERSON 


WITH THE LYNCH BROTHERS AND 
SNIC(ACOUSTIC) 


DOORS: 8:00PM $8 AT THE DOOR NO MINORS 


Saturday, April 23rd 


a z a 7 df 7, | BK/ £ 
OLD RELIABLE“ THE BURNING 
WITH MELISSA STEFANIW AND DARCY WHITESIDE. 
WITH THE SWIFTYS AND D RANGERS 


TICKETS ARE $15 IN ADV, DOORS: 8:00 PM, NO MINORS 
i TICKETS AVAILABLE AT BLACKBYRD MY@OZIK, LISTEN. 
Donnas drummer ly have your own money, you can _ Night left off, with a little older-but- RECORDS, FREECLOUD RECORDS, TICKETMASTER, HUB, SUB, CAB AND 


buy the toys that your parents never wiser emotional content thrown in. ETLC INFO DESKS- 


loves vi ntage really got you. And I think that’s just 
H something that a lot of people do.” IT’S STILL CLASSIC DONNAS, Saturday, May 7th aN 
playthings and Mind you, Castellano’s a little though—the kind of rock 'n’ roll yemny 


retro-’70S rock riffs concerned that too much of that _ that has listeners making the same 
money of hers is being channeled _ old-time comparisons to bands like A N D 
into her toy collection. “I’ve been AC/DC and the Ramones. But 


By LEAH COLLINS trying not to buy toys lately,” she Castellano insists that while she TICKETS ARE $10 IN ADV, DOORS:8:00PM, DANCING: 9:00PM 


says, “because I feel like it’s too easy may be a sucker for nostalgia, the NO MINORS,NON SMOKING, 
ake mo mistake: Torry Castel- when you shop online to be like Donnas have never tried to cash in TICKETS AVAILABLE AT HUB, SUB, CAB AND ETLC INFO DESKS AND 
Mee likes to shop. But while ‘Yes! Yes! Yes!’ and just click and buy. off some bygone era. Rather, they THROUGH THE BLACK GOLD BIG BAND 
other rock stars might spend And then you’re like, ‘Oh my God, _just happen to like a bit of a retro 


their hard-earned royalty cheques what am doing? I’vespentsomuch mindset—from ’70s-style guitar riffs 


On Cristal-spouting fountains, money on these Transformers.’” She to music videos, like the one for Friday, May 13th 
Rarages packed with SUV limos and laughs loudly. “But that’s just it. It's “Fall Behind Me,” featuring black- 


Wal-Mart-sized walk-in closets, the __ really easy; it’s really addictive.” lst pester oe rainy uotebins, COLDSPOT WITH SPENT (MEDICINE H AT) 


drummer for the Donnas says she's And the fact that she’s on the 
more likely to rack up a hefty _road so often is another reason why _ nostalgia,” says Castellano. “I think AN ) GU ESTS TBA 


charge-card bill shopping for kids’ there are some things we just like 

collectibles on eBay. the aesthetic of it. | don’t know; it’s $7 AT THE DOOR, NO MINORS 
Castellano gets a little giggly just a part of who we are. I think we 

when she mentions the Micro really love rock music from all sorts Monday, May 16th 


Machines and Transformers she’s Castellano figures the stuff-buying of decades. It’s not like we're listen- é 
garnered from online auctions, and _ has got to end; constant touring isa _ing to what’s coming out now, and - VUE obX 
she’s particularly proud of a few _ fact of life when you're in the Don- __ it's not like we’re just listening to he sd — P 
fare acquisitions from Japanese nas, which means she just doesn’t what was coming out back then. I ‘— PRESENT 
plushie line Fuzzy Town. (Appar- get to enjoy her many collections. feel like we’re trying to play , 
ently the brand's little stuffed tigers But that’s a fair trade, as she sees it. straight-ahead rock ’n’ roll music PUN. 
are very hard to come by—a fact After all, touring has always been and that does make some people 
- didn’t stop Castellano from the group’s focus, and Castellano’s _ nostalgic for a time that was more J F REMY (WITH HIS BAND) 

agging a few, though.) And while _ naturally excited about this spring's about that music. 
©ollecting piles of old action figures _ slate of live shows. The Donnas’ last “1 do think that we're trying Kg WITH NATHAN WILEY AND COLLE EN BROWN 
Might not be what some would tour, for 2002's Spend the Night, make something that’s timeless,” she AVAILABLE AT TICKETMASTER 
think of as a typical celebrity pas- ended in the fall of 2003, leaving _ continues. “It could work now or it $10 IN ADVANCE. AVAILABLE AT AVAIL Poy INFO 
fime, it turms out she’s not alone in _ singer Brett Anderson with strained could work then, and hopefully it'll BLACKBYRD MYOOZIK, LISTEN RECORDS, HUB, SUB, ee 
her shopping habits. vocal cords and Castellano with a__ sound pretty fresh in the future. But DESKS, AND THE POWERPLANT DOORS: 8:00 PM. NO MINORS 

“Buying toys is something we all _ nasty case of tendonitis brought on I don’t think that we’re trying to 

Went through,” says Castellano of _ by her self-taught “grip of death” recapture 1982 or something. I think 
pandmates—Allison Robertson drumming method. After surgery We're just trying to make rock FARA APTA STRATE CCR \ 
aa Brett Anderson (vocals) and _and a little recovery break, the band 

aya Ford (bass). “ ! to make Gold Medal, their - : a 
sound like Ee ee Soren ead that pick up THE DONNAS alumni, and their quests. All shows are no minors unless otherwise stated 
ut none of us really grew up in where the astounding riffs and With the Sights and the Frosted Tipz * 
Wealthy families, so when you final- tongue-in-cheek sass of Spend the Starlite Room * Wed, Apr 20 (7pm) 


The Powerplant is a service of Your Students’ Union for UofA Students, staff, 
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although it appears more than a few Klein estirrigg that it should ;, ‘k 

Participants are finding this assign- _ roughly five hours to get thro 

ment to be tougher than it sounds. the DJs, so the party will have ¢ 
“The e-mail | sent out to the Djs _ fairly early in the evening, 


Ugh a all 
) begin 


—4round g 
told them to ‘play your favourite song —_ p.m. Even with this early start, thong +h 


' 
mM USIC ever," Klein explains, “and people _ deciding which DJs will kick off ti, rts 
have been practically sending me hate _ tivities at such an un-rocking hour 

notes mail: ‘Why have you done this to a pretty easy decision. “Mos; «, th, 

me!?! How can | think of my favourite staff are going early on because... 

song ever!?! This is fucking torture!’” have to work all night,” Klein < a 

~ Not surprisingly, Klein is expecting — “[Fellow promoter] Gary McC: ans 
By PHIL DUPERRON a decidedly eclectic selection of music. _ going to kick it off es oe, 7 


\ and ROSS MOROZ “I've heard of people ’planning to play _ but it’s kind of a secret, so | can’t :. 
everything from Bing Crosby's “White - And even though the party’; 
99 problems Christmas’ to African drumming refers to 99 DJs, Klein is quick to a rify 
: tracks," he says, adding that he is try- _ that few of the night's “Djs” are acty 
99 Djs With Beer on the Wall © __ ing his best to give the schizophrenic _ ally noted local disc jockeys. "Tha. 
Victory Lounge * Sat, Apr 16 “I’m evening some kind of cohesion and _ are musicians and artists and Djs by; 
hoping we aren't going to hear ‘Par- __ flow. “I've tried to kind of guess what __ there's also everything from Ph.D. «i, 
adise City’ five times,” says local pro- people might play—I assume, for dents to a Percussionist from ; 
moter Eli Klein as the Victory Lounge example, that [Les Tabernacles vocal- | Edmonton Symphony,” he explains. ” 
Prepares to host 99 Djs With Beer on _ ist] Rob Wright is not going to throw want people to know that it 5 not 
the Wall, a Klein-organized party dur- down a drum ‘n’ bass song. I've tried going to bea scenester convention », 
ing which 99 local Djs will all play one _ to put all the rock people together and anything.” 
song each. According to Klein, the _all the electronic Djs together as best | Besides, do scenesters even jj), 
concept is pretty self-explanatory, can, but these are just guesses.” Guns ‘n’ Roses? (RM) 
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ran 

usta * With Ann 
Dropouts and 
e « Sidetrack Café « 


ath 


: Toronto space-rock- 
pat decided to call it quits in 
2003, Michael Brennan and Matthew 


Cromarty found themselves free to 

new musical territory, and after 
spending some time rounding up a 
solid rhythm section, they played their 
first show as Beneath Augusta at the 
famed El Mocambo lounge. 

Almost immediately, an opportuni- 
ty to. go to the U.K. (where Mellanova 
had built up a solid fanbase and many 
industry connections) came up and the 
hand found itself in the midst of a trial 
py fire to test its new sound. “We just 
thought it was a good opportunity to 
gel as a band,” Brennan says. “We 
weren’t sure how the response would 
go this time around, being a new band 
with unfamiliar material, but we had 
come amazing shows. | think it certain- 
ly lifted the confidence level of all the 
guys involved who maybe hadn’t had 
some stage experience in a while.” 

Once they refined their straightfor- 
ward pop-rock sound, Beneath Augus- 
ta recorded their debut disc, You Gotta 
Come Down Sometime, with Rudy Rem- 
pel at Chemical Sound. After years of 
creating atmospheric mood music as 
Mellanova, Brennan says the band 
decided to make their sound a little 
more down to earth. “I think it was an 
intentional experiment on my part, and 
Matt’s part from a writing perspective, 
to create more concise ideas,” Brennan 
explains. “With Mellanova, it was a lit- 
tle more lingering style of music— 
grabbing onto something and then 
\etting it feel itself out over a longer 
period of time. You're always trying to 
be innovative on your instrument, 
whether that means playing less or 
playing more or maybe getting away 
from chord progressions altogether. 
'm trying to think a little more linear 
about stuff now as opposed to progres- 
sions and stuff like that.” 

Even though the songs on You 
Gotta Come Down Sometime have a 
more traditional pop flavour, Beneath 
Augusta still uses its sound to convey a 
strong sense of emotion. “I think I’ve 
always been a fan of the sound dictat- 
ing the feel of the song as opposed to 
the words telling you what the song's 
about,” says Brennan. “As a kid, listen- 
ing to Jane's Addiction—I was a huge 
\an— was sitting around with a friend 
and it occurred to me that | didn’t 
even know the lyrics to what | consid- 
ered one of my favourite songs. | think 
\'ve always been taken in by the sound 
o! the song itself that creates the feel- 
ing first, and then hopefully you can 
create a lyrical idea which relates to 
that expression.” (PD) 


Smokers’ lungs 


The Smokers * With Victory ¢ 
Urban Lounge * Wed, Apr 20 
hen most young bands first get 
together, often it’s just an excuse to 
‘own a few brews and have some fun 
with their friends. Sometimes, howev- 
et fate brings together a few young 
a who are eager and able to drag 
mek music—kicking and screaming if 
‘Ney have to—out of the basement for 


flawed genres 
back into some of th 


most influential bands the 
act for the new century. Combining raw guitar power, t 


Queens of the Stone Age * Red's « Fri, Apr 11 * reVUE Queens of the Stone Age 
about grunge 


id stoner rock without buying into the hype or 


e nonetheless the perfect 
hellish, furious drumming, 


sweet, strong harmonies and a sexy keyboardist, they have it all and then some. This 


was one of the most eage! 


y awaited shows of the year, and the capacity crowd roared 


its approval from the sweaty pit to the uppermost reaches of Red’s balconies. It was 
like a stadium show, only you could actually see the band pounding their hearts out 
and feel the energy that only a packed bar show can provide. (PD) 


the world to hear. So it is with local 
rock trio the Smokers. 

They've only been gigging for a 
year now, but they’re slowly making a 
name for themselves and pushing their 
way up through the ranks onto the 
city’s bigger stages. “We take it very 
seriously,” says drummer Jackson 
Vasicek. “You gotta do that if you want 
to do anything with your career. Music 
is pretty much our life, so we take a lot 
of our time to work on that rather than 
other things. It’s kinda what we'd 
rather be doing, not to be huge pro- 
fessionals or anything, but at least 
doing it for our entire lives.” 

Unfortunately, breaking into the 
commercial music scene is a difficult 
thing unless you play cheesy covers or 
mimic another successful act’s sound. 
And while the Smokers have been 
known to pad their set with a few 
choice covers, they're looking to make 
it on the integrity of their own music, 
trends be damned. “There’s a huge 
market for cover bands,” Vasicek says. 
“It's hard to get out there if you’re 
playing original music. A lot of the 
time, too, the places that book us don’t 
understand or know our sound. So 
they put us with a band that’s quite a 
bit different from us and we can’t even 
really gain anything off the crowd they 
bring in. Because they're not really 
coming to see a rock band, they're 
coming to see a metal band or a hard- 
core band or something like that.” (PD) 


One degree of separation 


Ann Vriend and the Dropouts ¢ 
With Beneath Augusta and Mark 
Berube + Sidetrack Café « Sat, 
Apr 16 Being a little less than one 
semester’s worth of courses shy of a 
bachelor’s degree, I’m getting some- 
what antsy about the proliferation of 
people who got roughly as close as | 
am to the elusive B.A. before abandon- 


vueEweekty €3D 


ing their academic careers altogether 
in favour of something more “life- 
affirming,” like working at a ski hill or 
bartending. But some “dropouts,” like 
local singer/songwriter Ann Vriend and 
her band, actually do find themselves 
doing something far more interesting 
than school once they give academia 
the boot. 

“\'m eight courses away from hav- 
ing an English degree, but | dropped 
out,” Vriend shrugs. “That's how the 
band got the name; we're all dropouts.” 

While some of us see a degree as 
the only reward for years spent in 
academia, Vriend says she gained a lot 
from her time in university, lack of 
diploma notwithstanding. “I took Eng- 
lish to make me a better songwriter,” 
she explains. “I’ve always been into 
songwriters that were really into lyrics, 
like Leonard Cohen and people like 
that. I’m a very literary person.” 

To Vriend, the literary aspect of 
songwriting is as important as melody 
or instrumentation. “It’s all connected 
for me,” she says. “| want the music 
and the lyrics to work off of each other 
and make the song mean something,” 
she says. “When you write a song, the 
words are part of the art. It shouldn't 
be ‘Oh, | need something to sing that 
rhymes,’—you know, ‘ob-la-di, ob-la- 
da’ or whatever. 

“You don’t always have to write 
about deep and serious things,” she 
continues, “but whatever you write 
about you need to do it well. | think a 
lot of people get lazy when it comes to 
lyrics—bands will spend a ton of 
money on production or a video, but 
when it comes to the lyrics, they just 
go, ‘Oh, this rhymes’ or ‘Oh, baby, 
baby’ or something.” 

So Ann Vriend doesn’t like Britney 
Spears, | suppose? “I guess every gen- 
eration has its Britney Spears,” Vriend 
offers. “Although |, frankly, would hate 
to be Britney Spears.” (RM) 
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cl Cin 


www Mew citycompound.com 
inosei Jasper Avenue 
call 429-2582 for info 


Check out the Likwid Lounge upstairs! 
open from 11 am daily - new Menu -lunchtime specials - 


Thurs. April 14 

The Internationally Acclaimed 
Flufigirl Burlesque Roadshow 
Les Mods (Montreal) 

Tix at the door, Doors at 8 


Thureday Arti 14 


Tues April 19 


Fal Possum Recording Artists 
Thee Shams 
The Cory Woodward Band 
Doors at8 
Tickets at Blackbyril, Megatunes, Freecioud, Listen & New City 
Thurs. April 21 
Benefit Concert for the tenants of the Arlington 
featuring a cavalcade of local bands playing 
in Support of the Red Cross 
5$ 100% of proceeds to the Red Cross 


Sunday April 24 


Wetinesday Night Heroes Tour Kickoff 
Action (Toronto) 

James T Kirks 

The Dirthags 


Doors at7 PM / Tix at Blackbyrd, Freecloud & New City 


SaNaNS 


Trasheteria 


Be there or he square 
every Friday inthe Suburbs =): 
cheap drinks and new music 


Thurs. April28 Cursed Mare The Franklins 
SUNDAY MAY 8TH + MAGNOLIA ELECTRIC CO. : FIELD AND STREAM 
Thurs. May 12th UK Punk Legends THE VIBRATORS w/ guests 
Sun May22 BlackMountain Blood Meridian Pink Mountaintops 


Thurs. June 2 Caribou (Formerly Dan Snaith's Manitoba) 
Junior Boys Russian Futurists 
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Argyll and 99th St. 


4 
Nes 48 J al J 


702-2582 


us 


unionhall.ca 


Fax your free listings 
to 426-2889 or 
e-mail to Glenys at 
listings@vueweekly.com 
Deadline Is Friday at 3pm 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Duff Robison 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open 
stage 
BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 


Battle of the Bands: IDK, Sally's 
Krackers; 9pm; $2 


BUD’S LOUNGE Patsy Amico 
and Brian Gregg (folk blues, 
country), hosted by Carmen 
Cook; 8-11pm 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD 
Wendell Donovan (country) 


‘CARGO AND JAMES TEA 
SHOPPE Open stage hosted by 
Ron Taylor; 7:30-10pm 


CEILI'S Screech; 9pm 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
Open stage hosted by Alberta 
Crude; 6-10pm 


DUKE OF ARGYLL PUB Billy 
Wiseman 


DUSTER’S PUB jam hosted by 
Brian Petch 


FOUR ROOMS Dave Wall 


‘GRINDER Open stage hosted 
by Chilli-D-Fiddy; 9-12pm 

] AND R BAR AND GRILL 
Open stage with The Poster 
Boys (pop/rock/blues); 8:30pm- 
12:30am 


JJ.’ PUB Sixgun (classic heavy 
metal) 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Fluffgirl Burlesque Roadshow, 
Les Mods; 8pm (door); tickets | 
available at door 

RED'S Alexisonfire, Rise Against, 
The Fullblast; all ages event; 

7pm (door), 8pm (show); 

$23.50; sold out | 
SIDETRACK CAFE Bedouin 
Soundclash, eshod ibn wyza; 
8pm; $7 (door) 
SPORTSMAN’S LOUNGE King 
Ring Nancy 


URBAN LOUNGE Bullmoose 
{rock and roll), Connor’s Road; 


DUS 


WLCM Thursdays: Dance, hip 


ARDEN THEATRE Colin 
Linden, Anders Osborne, David 
Gogo; 7:30pm; $25; tickets 
available at Arden Theatre box 
Office, TicketMaster 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Duff Robison 


ARMOURY Vintage Thursdays: | 
retro rock, dance and old school | 
hip hop | 
BACKROOM VODKA BAR 

Animation Station: trip hop, | 
drum “n‘ bass with MC Deadly, | 
Gundam, Dale Force | 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 
Escapack Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Thump: intronica with the DDK | 
Soundsystem 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
Dj Squiggles | 


ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE 
Thursday Ladies Night Top 40, | 
R&B, retro with Urban 

Metropolis 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DJ SWAG. | 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top | 
40/dance with Dj Christian 


GUILTY MARTINI Urban 
Substance Thursdays: with 
Urban Substance Sound Crew, 


Invinceable, Spincycle, |-Money, 


Shortround, Echo; 9pm; no 
minors; no cover (before 
11pm)/$5 (after 11pm) 


LONGRIDERS Hot Latin Nights; 
free dance lessons 8-9:30pm 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Rub A Dub Thursdays: Reggae, 
ska, dub with Jebus and His 
Apostles 

NEW CITY SUBURBS Progress: 
electro/new wave with D] Miss 
Mannered and quests; no 
minors 


POWER PLANT Ship Night for 
resident students 


RED STAR Underground Hip 
Hop Night: with BD] Mumps, D] 
Dusty Crates 


RENDEZVOUS Metal Night 
with D] McNasty 


THE ROOST Rotating shows: 
Sticky’s open stage and the 
Weakest Link game with Dj 
Jazzy second and last Thursday; 
$1 (member)/$4 (non-member) 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Funkdafied Thursday: 
funk with DJ Leanne Fong 


SAVOY Funk and downtempo 
with Ben Jamin 


SEEDY’S DJ night 


STARLITE ROOM Josh Wink, Dj 
David Stone, Erin Eden; no 
minors; 9pm (door); $20; tickets | 
available at TicketMaster, Foosh, | 
Underground (WEM), Victory 
Lounge 


STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Top 40 
dance, R&B 


VELVET LOUNGE Urban 
Substance: hip hop/R&B end of 
exams jam with Spincycle, 
Invinceable, J-Money, Sean B 


VICTORY LOUNGE NRMLS 


hop with NIK 7, The Sushi Crew 


WUNDERBAR HOF- 
BRAUHAUS Djs Wunderbar 
Hofbrauhaus: Punk with Robin 
Schroffel 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC | 


BELLA BEANS COFFEE CAFE 
Acoustic open stage; 7;30-10pm 


BLIND PIG Dirty Larry and the 
Muddy Maidens 


BOS BAR AND GRILL Mr 
Lucky (blues); 8pm-midnight; 
no cover 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD 
Wendell Donovan (country) 


CEILS The Kick It Bros; 9pm. 


| 

| 

| 
FIDDLERS ROOST Ranger | 
Creek Wranglers; 8pm; $10; | 
tickets available at Acoustic | 
Music Shop, Myhre’s Music, | 
door | 
| 

FOUR ROOMS Dino Dominelli | 
Quartet | 
}J.’S PUB Typhoid Mary (rock) | 
| 


JEFFREYS CAFE AND WINE 
BAR Jon Hill Experience (jazz); 
7:30pm; $5 

NEWCASTLE PUB The 
Righteous Muthers (classic rock) 


PEPPERS The Pet Monkeys | 
featuring members of the 
Sessions 

| 
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RATTLESNAKE SALOON Helix 
(classic rock) 


RED’S The Mud Men, Deep 
Fine Grind, Stereo Therapy; no 
minors; 6pm (door), 8pm; $7 


‘ST. BASIL’S CULTURAL 
CENTRE Jo Miller and her Burly 
Roughnecks; presented by the 
Full Moon Folk Club; $15 
(adv)/$17 (door); tickets 
available at TIX on the Square, 
Southside Sound 


SEEDY'S Voice Industrie (CD 
release), Les Mods; $7 


SHARK TANK Trainwreck 
Diaries, Mongoose, Down for 
the Count, guests; 7pm (door), 
7:30 (show); $7 (member)/$8 
(non-member) 


SIDETRACK CAFE Andy 
Stochansky, Sleeping Girl, Jeff 
Stuart; 8pm; $10 (adv)/$12 
(door); tickets available at 
Blackbyrd, Listen, Megatunes, 
Sidetrack 


STANLEY A. MILNER 
LIBRARY THEATRE Darkwood 
(acoustic Celtic); 8pm; $12 
(adult) $5 (child 12 and under); 
tickets available at TIX on the 
Square, Blackbyrd 


UNION HALL Loud, Go; 9pm 


URBAN LOUNGE Connor's 
Road; $5 


VICTORY LOUNGE Vindictive 
Metal: Hosted by The Vindictive 
Bastard 


VARDBIRD SUITE Eddie Taylor 
In; 8pm (door), 9pm (show); 
$16 (member)/$20 (quest); 
tickets available at TicketMaster 


CLASSICAL 


ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN 
CATHEDRAL The Songs We 
Sing: Greenwood Singers; 8pm; 
$16 (adult)/$14 
(student/senior); tickets are 
available at TIX on the square, 
door 


'WINSPEAR CENTRE A Night In 
Italy: Pops presented by the 
Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra, Jeff Tyzik 
(conductor), featuring Tonio 
DiPaolo (tenor); 8pm; $27-$67 


DUS 


ARMOURY Fishbone Fridays: 
Top 40 downstairs/retro 80 
upstairs 


BOOTS Retro Disco; retro dance 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Dance 
party with Dj Alvaro 


CALIENTE Funktion Fridays: 
Rock with Dj Invinceable; 10pm; 
no minors; no cover (before 

Ti pm)/S8 (after 


DECADANCE Ladies Night: 
Deep sexy funky beats with DJ 
Smooy and quests; no cover 


DEWEY’S LOUNGE Outrageous | 
Fridays: Hip-hop/urban with 
Jsenilz 


ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE With 
Urban Metropolis 


(GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with 
DJ Christian 


HALO Mod Club: ‘60s with Dj 
Blue jay, D) Trav VD; $5 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Your Weekly AA Meeting: with 
Anarchy Adam and Jebus 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Trasheteria: Dogbeat, yipsycore, 
hairhop with Micropulse and 
Miss Mannered 


ONE ON WHYTE Retro, top 
40, R&B with Dj Crownroyal 
POWER PLANT Crush On: Top 
40 with Dj Redpoint 


RATT Immediate Gratification 
Fridays: with D} Kung Fu Grip 


THE ROOST Upstatrs: Euro 
Blitz: best new European music 
with D] Outtawak Downstairs: 
D] Jazzy; $4 (member)/$6 (non- 
member) 


RUM JUNGLE Peoples Dj 
Spinning 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House with 
Friday resident DB] Luke Morrison 


SAVOY Dj Busy B; no cover 


STANDARD All New 6107 
Fridays: Hosted by Harman B 
and D} Kwake, live to air 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 
with Dj Chad 


VICTORY LOUNGE Vindictive 
Metal Fridays: Hosted by The 
Vindictive Bastard and quests 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Duff Robison 


BELLA BEANS COFFEE CAFE 
Randy Smaliman (blues/roots); 
7:30-10pm; $7 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Matt 
Masters; 4-6pm; no cover 


BLIND PIG PUB Dirty Larry and 
the Muddy Maidens 


BO'S BAR AND GRILL Mr. 
Lucky (blues); 8pm-midnight; 
mo cover 


BOGANI CAFE Terry McDade 
(classic and Celtic harp) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD 
Wendell Donovan (country) 


LA CITE FRANCOPHONE Ken 
Brown (CD release party) 


DINWOODIE LOUNGE 
Pikestock 2005; Tupelo Honey, 
Retrograde, Strada, Deep Fine 
Grind; no minors; $13 (adv); 
tickets available at TicketMaster, 
Blackbyrd Myoozik, HUB, SUB, 
CAB, ET.LC. info desks 


DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) The 
Shuffiehound with “Uptown” 
Freddy Brown (blues/roots); 4- 
7pm 

DUKE OF ARGYLL PUB Billy 
Wiseman 


FOUR ROOMS Dino Dominelli 
Quartet 


IRON BOAR PUB Plain Folk; 
8pm; no cover 


J.}.S PUB Typhoid Mary (rock) 


JEFFREYS CAFE AND WINE 
BAR Helena Magerowski (jazz); 
7:30pm, $7 


NEWCASTLE PUB The 
Righteous Muthers (classic rock) 


PEPPERS The Pet Monkeys 
featuring members of the 
Sessions 


POWER PLANT Greg 
MacPherson, SNIC (acoustic), 
The Lynch Brothers; no minors; 
8pm (door); $8 (door) 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON Helix 
(classic rock) 


RED STRAP ARTS MARKET 
Open stage; 24pm; free 


RED'S The New Vain (CD 
release party), Jay Murphy Band; 
no minors; 8pm (door); $4 


SEEDY’S Mervyn Albin, Blacken; 
$8 


SHARK TANK Leaving Juneau, 
And On, Simon Schreiber, 
Ashes; 7pm (door), 7;300pm 
(show); $7 (member)/$8 (non- 
member) 


SIDETRACK CAFE Ann Vriend 
and the Dropouts, Beneath 


Augusta, Mark Berube: 8p, 
(door) 


SPORTSMAN’S LouNce 
Ring Nancy 


STARLITE ROOM Seven ; 
Fix, Keating, Elevate: aii 3, 
event; 7pm; 

TAPHOUSE China White. 

9:30pm; $5 (door) 


URBAN LOUNGE Conno; 
Road; $5 


VARDBIRD SUITE Eddic j, 
It; 8pm (door), 9p (sho 
$16 (members)/$20 (ques, 
tickets avallable at Ticketiy, haste 


BLASSICAL 
Ss 


FESTIVAL PLACE Benjami; 
Butterfield and Anne Grimm, 
(opera); 8pm; $30; tickers 
available at Edmonton 
box office 


McDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH Spring Opus 
Women's Choir; 8pm; s 
adult)/$10 (adv 
student/senior)/$15 (door 
adult)/$12 (door 
student/senior); tickets 
at TIX on the Square, do 


WINSPEAR CENTRE A 
Italy Pops presented by th 
Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra, Jeff Tyzik 
(conductor), featuring Toni 
DiPaolo (tenor); 8pm; 


DJS 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 1) 
Escapade Entertainment 


BOOTS Flashback Saturdays 
retro dance, house with Derick 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB D) 
Arrowchaser 


DECADANCE Static: House with 
Lo and Tomek 


ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE 
Urban Metropolis 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with 
Dj Christian 


GUILTY MARTINI Supreme 
Saturdays: Urban with Slit 
Sounds, Invinceable, Bi 
Shocka-Sean; 9pm; no minor: 
ho cover (before 10pm/s6 
(after) 


HALO Those Who Kno: 
with DJ Jr, Brown, quests; 
cover 


IRON HORSE Urban dance 
party with Dj 420 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 


Ass Shakin’ Funk with Coo! Cur 
and Breakfluid 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Punk/alt/pop/dance with Blue 
Jay and Nikrofeelya 


ONE ON WHYTE Music 
Masses: Retro, top 40, R&B w 
DJ Crownroyal 


RED STAR indie rock, hip hop. 
rock, Brit pop with S Master F 


THE ROOST Upstairs: 
Monthly theme parties, new 
music with D) Jazzy 
Downstairs: Retro music wi! 
DJ Dan and Mike; $4 (mem: 
ber)/$6 (non-member) 


RUM JUNGLE Rum jungle leo 
endary Saturdays: Hip Hop. ~ 
School and R&B 

SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Unique house bes! 
with Saturday resident D] 
Tripswitch 

STANDARD Live to Air 96% 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top *° 
with Dj Chad 

VICTORY LOUNGE 99 DJ V""" 
Beer on the Wall; 8pm (doo") 
no cover 


ESTIVAL PLACE [ohn 
tech and the Jaybirds; 
924 (cabaret)/522 


office, 
o'BYRNE’S Jo€ Bird's Irie jam; 
9:30pm 
RoSEBOWL Jam with the 
swamptlowers; TOpm 

cK CAFE Under the 
sip Ngundays D] Dudeman, 
Free Beer and Pie; 9pm; $6 


CLASSICA 


ROBERTSON-WESLEY 

UNITED CHURCH A Silver 
Celebration: Alberta Baroque 
ensemble featuring Linda Perillo 
(soprano); 3pm; $22 

(adult)/$17 (senior/student); 
pickets available at the 
Gramophone, TXCon the 

Square, door 


SOUTHMINSTER- 
STEINHAUER UNITED 
CHURCH Augustana Choir, 
Encore, featuring Ardelle Ries 
conductor), Reger Admiral 
(plano); 3pmy $15 (adult)/$10 
(senlorstudent) 


DJS 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Sexy 
undays all night and all 
(dance party with D] 
Toorflash 


Eddy 


CAMENTE Ladies Night: rock 


ALL SAINTS’ 
CATHEDRAL 10035-103 St 


ARDEN THEATRE 5 St. Anne 
Sireet, St Albert, 459-1542 


ARMOURY 10310-85 Ave, 
702-1800 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
7704-104 St, 432-4611 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307- 
#9 St, 430-9200 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
‘0324-82 Ave, upstairs, 436- 
1418 


| SELLA BEANS COFFEE CAFE 
3236-118 Ave, 454-2211 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 
‘ ontinental Inn, 16625 Stony 
Plain Road, 484-7751 


| SLACK BOG FREEHOUSE 
| 10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 


52 SL. Anne St, St. Albert, 418- 
6332 


BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 
nev, #35058 

50'S BAR AND GRILL 10525 
laxper Ave, 497-7800 ° 
BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423- 
5014 


BUD'S LOUNGE 164, 22 Sir 
Winston: Churchill Ave, St. 
Albert, 458-3826 

BUDDY'S MICHTCLUB 
117258 Jasper Ave, 488-6636 


CALIENTE 1 
Pra ial oe cali 


CARGO AND JAMES TEA 
SHOPPE 10534-82 Ave, 433- 


‘Bust A Nut: with Remo and 
‘Cool Curt 

(ONE ON WHYTE Sunday 
Hospitality House Party with Dj 
Crownroyal 


RUM JUNGLE Service Industry 


_ Night 
- SAVOY French Pop mixed with 


Dela D} 

STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Somatic 
Sunday: progressive beats with 
DJ Eightsix, Dj Dfekt, quests 
VICTORY LOUNGE Self Help 
Sundays; punk rock, hip hop 
with DJ Slipped Disc 
'WUNDERBAR HOF- 
BRAUHAUS A Whole Lot of 
Shakin’ Sundays: Rockabilly, 
psychobilly 


MON 
LIVE MUSIC 
ESS 


BLUES ON WHYTE Lady 
Bianca 


L.B.’S PUB House band; 
9:30pm-1am; no cover 


PEPPER'S Grant Stovel, Paul 
Bellows; 7:30pm-lam; $10 
(door) 

RED'S Motorhead, Corrosion of 
Conformity, 3 Inches of Blood; 
no minors; 7pm (door); $35; 
tickets available at Red's, 
TicketMaster 


SIDETRACK CAFE Open stage 
Mondays hosted by Ben 
Spencer; 9pm; no cover 


CLASSICAL 
SaaS 


STUDIO 27 Composers 
Concert featuring recent works 
of U of A student composers; 


8pm; free 
DUS 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE D) 
Pennytentiary 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Ashley 
Love and D) Alvaro 


8152 
CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 
12464-153 St, 463-9467 


CEMLI'S 10338-109 St, 426- r 
5555 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 


2021 Millbourne Rd, West, 
462-6565 


LA CITE FRANCOPHONE 
8627-91 St 


DECADANCE 10018-105 St, 
990-1792 


DEWEY’'S LOUNGE Power 


Plant, U of A Campus, 492- 
3101 


DINWOODIE LOUNGE 2nd Fi, 


Student's Union Building, 
8900-114 St, 492-2048 


Avenue) 
11606 Jasper Ave, 454-9928 


DRUID (South) 2940 Calgary 


Trail, 465-6800 


DUKE OF ARGYLL PUB 
Chateau Edmonton Hotel, 
7230 Argyll Rd, 465-7931 


DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 


474-5554 


ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE 
WEM, 489-1330 


FESTIVAL PLACE Festival Way, 


Sherwood Park, 429-1000 


FIDDLERS ROOST 8906-99 St 


FILTHY MeNASTY’S 10511- 
B2 Ave, 432-5224 


FOUR ROOMS RESTAURANT 


Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave, 
426-4767 


ail aes 


DEWEY’S LOUNGE Margins of | with D] Stephan 
Sound Mondays: Instrumental 
hip hop/trip hop/dowmtem- CALIENTE Tuesdays: Reggae 


with Bomb Squad, Q.B., 


dub jae with D| 
Eth nelree 3 . } Baggy Chrome Nine, Southside Sound, 


special guest MC, open mic; 
FILTHY MCNASTY’S Metal 10pm; no minors; $5/no cover 
Mondays with DJ SWAG. (before midnight) 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE FILTHY McNASTY’S Twisted 
ae Brit pop and more with Trivia with Dj Whit-Ford 
lannered and Lay 
eta NEW CITY SUBURBS Bingo: 
O'BYRNE’S Hip Mondays: Hosted by King Flux Alpha and 
MUsey night with D) Dj Dildozer 
in live musi 
I ig PEPPERS Request Night with 
srouuys re Manic the Wyld Stallionz 
londay: Ol R&B, hip 
hop with Harman @ and Dj THE ROOST Flamingo Bingo 
Kwake with Dj Janny; 8-midnight; $1 
(member)/$4 (non-member) 
VICTORY LOUNGE iPod 
Mondays: Be your own DI, SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT 
bring your iPod AND LOUNGE Tapa Tuesday: 
popular house beats with Dj 
Kevin Wong 
SEEDY’S Tuesday Nights with 


D] Miss Mannered 


VICTORY LOUNGE Liberation 
Tuesdays: emo, screamo, 
Hardcore, punk rock, metal 
classics and more with Dj 
Leithal, D] Wam Harvey Oswald 


WUNDERBAR HOF- 
BRAUHAUS Reggae, ska 


LIVE MUSIC 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL | 
Open stage with Mark Ammar 


BLUES ON WHYTE Lady 
Bianca 


DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) 
Open stage with Chris Wynters 
and guest 


LEGENDS PUB Open jam 
hosted by Gary Thomas 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE | 
Thee Shams, The Cory | ARDEN THEATRE St Albert 
Woodward Band; 8pm; tickets Rotary Music Festival; 7:30pm; 
available at Blackbyd, $10 (adult)/$S (up to 12); 
Megatunes, Freecloud, New. * tickets available at TicketMaster 


Sei ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
| O'BYRNE’S Celtic night with Open mic; 8pm 


Shannon Johnson and friends; BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE The 


eiecpn Agnostic Mountain Gospel 
SIDETRACK CAFE Rabnett 5 Choir 
Gazz); Bpm BLUES ON WHYTE Lady 
URBAN LOUNGE Salsa and the | Bianca 


City; 9pm; Salsa dance lessons 
8pm; $5 (door) 


YARDBIRD SUITE jarn with 
Mike Gillespie; 8pm (door), 
9pm (show); $3 


Js 


Seas) 
BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 


O'BYRNE’S Chris Wynters and 
friends; 9:30pm 
PLEASANTVIEW HALL 

| Northern Bluegrass Circle Music 
Society bluegrass jam; 7:30pm 
ROSSDALE COMMUNITY 
HALL Little Flower open stage 
hosted by Brian Gregg; 8pm 


= SIDETRACK CAFE The 
capac Entextainiesics Cruzeros, Cordoba; 8pm; $8 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Viva (door) 


with D] Sean | 
BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Top 40 


STARLITE ROOM The Donnas, 
The Sights, The Frosted Tipz; all 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St. PEPPERS Westmount Centre, 


488-4841 St. Albert Trail, 111 Ave, 451- 
: 8000 

LE GLOBE 14921 Stony Plain 

Rd, 489-1022 HALL 

Cemeieen tosrazacwamteme . SReSy ANS Hae S797 

1709 POWER PLANT U of A 


Campus, 492-3101 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON 
9261-34 Ave, 438-8878 


RATT (ROOM AT THE TOP) 
7th Fl, Students’ Union 
Building, U of A Campus 


RED STAR 10534 Jasper Ave, 


GUILTY MARTING 10338-81 
Ave, 433-7183 


HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 423- 
HALO 


IRON BOAR PUB 4911-51 St, 
Wetaskiwin (780-352-9656) 


IRON HORSE 8101 Gateway 


428-0825 
Blvd, 438-1907 Bait 
RED'S WEM Phase lll, 481- 
JJ'S 13160-118 Ave, 489- 6420 
7462 = 
J AND R BAR 4003-106 St, 10305-97 St, 497-2211 
oe agi RENDEZVOUS 10108-149 St 
JEFFREY’S CAFE AND WINE 444-1822 é , 
BAR 9640-142 St, 451-8890 
ROBERTSON-WESLEY 
L.B.’S PUB 111-23 Akins Dr, UNITED CHURCH 10209-123 
St. Albert, 460-9100 St, 467-6531 
LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, THE ROOST 10345-104 St, 
481-2786 426-3150 
LONGRIDERS 11733-78 St, ROSEBOWL 10111-117 St 
479-7488 482-2589 
MANHATTAN CLUB 10345- ROSSDALE HALL 10135-96 
105 St, 484-2211 Ave, 429-3624 
McDOUGALL UNITED RUM JUNGLE 2687, 8882-170 
CHURCH 10025-1011 St St, 4886-9494 
NEWCASTLE PUB 6103-90 ST. BASIL'S CULTURAL 
Ave, 490-1999 (CENTRE 10819-71 Ave, 438- 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE sar0 
10081 jasper Ave, 413-4578 SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT 
NEW CITY SUBURBS 10081 AND LOUNGE Whyte Ave, 
Jasper Ave, downstairs, 413+ 437-0231/710-1625 
4578 SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 438- 
O’BYRNE’S 10616:82 Ave, oa 
414-6766 SEEDY'S 10314-104 St, 421- 
ONE ON WHYTE 10544-82 0992 
Ave, 437-7699 SHARK TANK 10249-97 St. 


ages event; 7pm (door), 8pm 
(show); $18; tickets available at 
Ticketmaster 


URBAN LOUNGE The Smokers, 


Victory; $5 
DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Wild Cherry: deep house/pro- 
gressive/breaks with Tripswitch 
and quests 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Glitter Gulch with Dj Buster 
Friendly; no cover 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Punk 
tock, electroshock with Dj Eddy 
Toonflash 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Mix Tape 
Bar Star College Nite with DJ 
Rock ‘n’ Rogers 

LEGENDS PUB Hip-Hop/R&B 
with DJ Spincycle 

LE GLOBE D] Moreno 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Gong Show: Glam, rock ‘n’ roll, 
metal with Skinny | 


POWER PLANT Wildside 
Wednesdays: Heavy metal with 
Metal John 
RED STAR Funk ‘n’ Soul: Funk, 
disco, soul with junior Brown 


THE ROOST Amateur Strip: 
Weena Luy, Sticky Vicky with D} 
Alvaro; $1 (member)/$4 (non- 
member) 


SEEDY’S Dj night 
SIDETRACK CAFE Revolving 
Mystery with quest Dj 


STANDARD Wednesday Gone 
Wild Feat with Dj Nestor 
Delano 


STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Blue 
Velvet: Urban electronica with 
Derelict and Soulus 


VICTORY LOUNGE Retro rock 
with the Juggernaut 


WUNDERBAR HOF- 
BRAUHAUS Hardcore Djs 


231-9700 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 
St, 421-1326 


SOUTHMINSTER-STEIN- 
HAUER UNITED CHURCH 
10740-19 Ave, 435-2028 


SPORTSMAN’S LOUNGE 
8170-50 St, 469-3399 


STANDARD 6107-104 St, 438- 
2582 


STANLEY A. MILNER 
LIBRARY THEATRE 7 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq 


STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 
St, 451-8000 


STOLLI'S ON WHYTE 201, 
10368-82 Ave, 437-2293 


STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 
Jasper Ave, 420-0448 


STUDIO 27 Fine Arts Building, 
492-0601 


TAPHOUSE 9020 McKenny 
Ave, 458-0860 


TICKETMASTER 451-8000 


TIX ON THE SQUARE 3 Sir 
Winston Churchill Square, 420- 
1757 


UNION HALL Argyll, 99 St 
702-0318 


URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 
St, 439-3388 


VELVET LOUNGE 10041-170 
St, 930-4222 


VICTORY LOUNGE 10030- 
102 St (downstairs), 428-1099 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq, 428- 
414 


HOF- 
BRAUHAUS 8120-101 St, 
436-2286 . 


say pyc? 


THE URBANIL@ 
SOUTHSIDE'S BEST LIVE VENUE 


Te 
CHECK OUT URBANLOUNGE.NET FOR INFCRHATION VIP TREATMENT 
THURSDAY APRIL. 


mesh iMmieeSe | 
CONNORS ROAD 


FRIDAY-SATURDAY APRIL 15-16 


CONNORS ROAD | 


Se Se 


WEDNESDAY APRIL 20 


| THURSDAY APRIL 21 


INEEVAH<. ANNICCA 


Tease > 


THE 


DUNICING LESSONS START AT rin ie scant 


$3.75 75 BOYTLES oF A A MARCA BAVARIA 


10544 82 (whyte) Ave 
ph: 437-7688 


10544 82 (whyte) Ave 
ph: 437-7688 


APRIL 14-20, 2005 


WITH VERY 
special GUESTS 


ee APPEARING. AT: PLACE JULY 
EDMONTON ALBERTA — DOORS 1! AM - ALL AGES - PLACE Jt WITH GENERAL ADMISSION FLOOR 


“TIOKETS ON SALE SATURDAY AT-ALL TICKETMASTER OUTLETS, CHARGE-BYPHONE 780-451-8000, 
ONLINE AT, WWWIICKETMASTERCA, AND FS SKATE & SNOW (WEST: EDMONTON MALL) 
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¢ > — Aaa ‘trustkill AE TLY CR aie ee TH - 
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By DAVID STONE 


Wink and a smile 


Josh Wink * Starlite Room + Thu, 
14 When you're talking about a 
guy like Josh Wink, you've got to start 
with the laugh. Not his laugh, but the 
one heard in clubs and warehouses in 
the 1990s, when the Philadelphia Dj was 
(producing under the name Winx, and 
“Don't Laugh” became one of the first 
true American anthems of the rave era. 
while raves became more of a rari- 
y as time went on, Wink was a sur- 


vivor. At the height of rave culture’s 
crossover into the mainstream in the 
late ‘90s, the DJ and producer had 
already started a booming label, 
Ovum, and he wasn’t sitting around 
waiting for the roof to fall. 

When Wink arrives at the Starlite 
Room tonight (Thursday), it’s going to 
be remarkable for a couple of reasons. 
First, he’s never performed here—not in 
my memory, anyway—and second, it’s 
incredible that he’s still around. While 
many of his contemporaries have faded 
into the background, Wink has remained 
at the forefront of dance music, a figure 
still worth taking notice of. 

Rather than fall into the rut of spin- 
ning out one soundalike track after 
another, Wink has unleashed D] sets of 
unbridled creativity, merging house, 
techno and whatever else might be 
lying around and burning it all with a 
touch of old-school acid. Wink’s latest 
creation, “516 Acid,” has already been 
embraced by a wide variety of Djs, 
from French techno hero Laurent Gar- 


vuewreKty €D 


nier to U.K. tastemaker Pete Tong. 
Stacked against the rest of the Ovum 
output from the last decade—which is 
brilliantly celebrated on the new mixed 
compilation The Fall Collection—“516” 
manages to fit into its margins while 
still breaking through barriers. But 
that’s been the credo of Ovum and 
Wink—not releasing simply “dance 
music” but “life music” (as he calls it). 
If no two Wink records sound the 
same, they share the same characteris- 
tics: soul, invention and grace. 
Originality is hard to come by in a 
business that encourages and thrives 
upon duplication. The fact that Wink is 
still rocking dancefloors with a purist’s 
zeal, rejecting convention and strip- 
ping the music back to its elemental 
funk, should make us laugh with joy. 


Hometown boys 
Nevermind Miami: while the dance 


music industry congregated down in 
the sun for the latest Winter Music 


Conference,-Edmonton managed to 
sneak onto the field and grab some 
ground. Local prog DJ Luke Morrison’s 
re-edit of Dr. Kucho’s “Lies to Yourself” 
wound up on Pete Tong's Essential 
Selection broadcast last weekend, earn- 
ing the local boy a shout-out on the 
BBC airwaves from the U.K. dance 
scene’s top dog. Then Avrum Gold 
snatched the prize in the national Vinyl 
Warriors competition, beating out a 


finalist round that was dominated by 
other Edmonton Djs like N 
Delano, Morrison and Johnny 

Not to be outdone, Dj] Xu—the host of 
CJSR-FM‘s House Underground pro- 
gramme—finally saw the official r 

of his remix of Luis Radio’s “Be 
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THE NEW ALBUM 


www.imotorhead.com 
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- IN THE ARMS OF GOD- 


www.coc.com 
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Your Entertainment 
Destination Since 1959 
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How I leamed To Question Infinity (smaliman) 
7. Magnolia Blectric Co - What Comes After The 
Blues (secretly canadian) 
8. Queens Of The Stone Age - Lullabies To Paralyze finterscope} 
9. lan Tyson - Songs From The Gravel Road (stony plain) 
10. Roots Manuva — Awfully Deep (big daca) 
11. Kathleen Edwards — Back To Me (mapie) 
12. Bright Eyes - I'm Wide Awake It's Moming (saddle creek) 
13. LCD Soundsystem - LCD Soundsystem (dfa) 
14. Blue Rodeo — Are You Ready (wamer) 
15, Louis XIV - The Best Little Secrets Are Kept (atlantic) 
16, Mark Birtles Project - urgency! urgency! 
emergency! (rectangle) 
17. Regina Spektor - Soviet Kitsch (sire) 
18, The Kills - No Wow (rough trade} 
19. Damien Jurado = ~ On My Way To Absence (secratly canadian) 
20. Millencolin — Kingwood (burning heart) 


The Weakerthans’ 
put their muscle 
behind the traveling 
Rolling Tundra 
Revue 


By SHANNON PHILLIPS 


rock: reviewers are shameless in 

their quest to categorize the 
Weakerthans, even though every 
attempt at a “post” definition seems 
to raise more questions than it 
answers in typical... well, postmod- 
ern form. But Winnipeg's indepen- 
dent foursome isn’t looking out into 


Prosi post-hardcore, post- 


far-off post era with their latest tour. 
“We wanted to be evocative of an 
earlier time in music,” says Stephen 
Carroll, who plays guitar, lap and 
pedal steel for the Weakerthans, in 
addition to managing the band. 
Carroll is at home in Winnipeg, 


enjoying couple of days’ reprieve - 


from the relentless Rolling Tundra 
Revue, the Weakerthans’ cross-Cana- 


EIROCK 


da odyssey that’s booked them into 
31 shows with fellow Canadians the 
Constantines. The Rolling Tundra 
project takes its name from Bob 
Dylan’s Rolling Thunder Revue, the 
1975 tour that saw Dylan share the 
stage with the likes of Joan Baez, 


21. iron & Wine — Women King (sub pop) the great futuristic beyond to some 

22. Kings Of Leon — Aha Shake Heartbreak (rea) 

23. Doves - Some Cities (emi) Re 

24. Bright Eyes - Digital Ash in A Digital Um (saddle creek) SATURDAY APR 
25. Arcade Fire — Funeral (menge} 


26, Antony & The Johnsons ~ | Am A Bird Now (secretly canadian) 
27. Sandro Domine - Meet Me in The Ally (second story) 

286. Colin Linden - Southern Jumbo (true north) 

29. As | Lay Dying — Frail Words Collapse (metal blade) 

30. Billy Cowsill - Live From The Crystal Ballroom (indelible) 
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Teese) Honey, 


Tickets available at: Ticketmaster, Black- 
byrd Myoozik, The Powerplant, and HUL, 
SUB, CAB, and TLC info desks on campus.. 
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Powerless to stop them 


Arlo Guthrie and Ramblin’ Jac] 
Elliott. The choice of name, says Car- 
roll, “captures the spirit of the 
endeavour we're trying to undertake, 
which is a national tour with rote 
of a festival atmosphere. We also 
wanted something that took into 
account the musicians and bands in 
the places we’re playing.” Indeed 
with 49 different openers, the Tun- 
dra Revue is a massive undertaking— 
Carroll is quick to point out it’s their 
biggest tour ever. “We've never done 
this many concerts ever,” he says 
“We've been touring so much in the 
U.S. and abroad, it's so relaxing to 
tour and feel like we know where we 
are.” 

The Weakerthans took some time 
off between the insane touring that 
followed 2001's Left and Leaving and 
the recording of 2003's Reconstruction 
Site, but they've been going nonstop 
ever since. Crazy popularity in the 
U.S. was part of the decision to 
switch labels from Winnipeg-based 
G7 Welcoming Committee to Epi- 
taph. “We wanted distribution hi 
Canada and the U.S. at thi 
time,” Carroll says, “but we als 
needed a label that was indepe! 
dent. If people want overt polit 
they’re not going to find it in (i 
lyrics. They will, however, find thew 
in how we organize the band, the 
Way we organize ourselves.” 


fa) 


THE POLITICS might be subdued 
the lyrics, bound up as they are ;: 
the political/personal/metaphor' 
as on Left and Leaving’s “Pamph!< 

teer,” where not everyone looking ' 
be hit over the head with righteo" 
ness will hear the subtle referen“® 
to Marx and Engels’s Commun"! 
Manifesto, or Reconstruction >'""° 
“One Great City!”, where civic boo 
terism is turned on its head, an¢ ! eg 
mer Wingipes pager turned failé 


SEE PAGE 42 
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| phony 
is Cincinnati 


py MIKE LAROCQUE 
ou have to be pretty ballsy to put 
a picture of a naked woman on 
the cover of your album—but 
you have to be even more ballsy 
(ballsier? ballful?) to do so when you 
have no idea who that woman is. 
“Bruce Watson, who produced 
please Yourself, found the picture in a 
box of records he bought,” explains 
Thee Shams lead singer Zachary Gab- 
bard. “There was a bunch of 8x10s of 


—- 7awre 


Thee Shams 


this girl, probably from the late ’60s 
or early 70s, and when the label sent 
us the cover we just went with it. 
Please Yourself probably wasn't the 
best name to put on it, though. I get 
these freaks e-mailing me all the time 
about her, telling me how they have 
dreams about her, It’s just some ran- 


e\BLUES ROCK’ 


dom girl; she’s probably 60 by now.” 
The sepia-toned pic is a surpris- 
ingly appropriate visual for this 
Cincinnati four-piece and their retro 
style of blues-rock, which harks back 
to the revolutionary blues and R&B 
of the ‘60s, channeling the spirit of 
Muddy Waters’s amplified rock 'n’ 


roll and Cream’s exceptional feel for 
guitar. After releasing their debut 
record Take Off in 2001, the band 
has spread the word through con- 
stant touring and regularly issued 
45s. Having signed onto Fat Possum 
Records (located in significantly 
more blues-oriented Mississippi) 
Thee Shams are ready to widen their 
audience even further. 

“The way that we sound really 
comes from us having old equip- 
ment,” says Gabbard. “It was just 
what we bought when we started. 
We have these old Fender amps and 
We just turn it up and go.” 


THEE SHAMS pride themselves on 
recording their albums live, with only 
the vocals being dubbed in after- 


wards. But with so many elements of 
their music borrowed from older 
Musicians, the band has struggled to 
find favour with some reviewers, who 
find their sound too reminiscent of 


New album in stores now 
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Boatire 
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the 60s rockers who inspired them 
Still, Gabbard argues that Thee Shams 
prefer to think of themselves as an 


SEE PAGE 42 
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Esprit de Cordoba 


Cutesy lyrics, corny 
band names are 
off-limits for new 
entrant in local 
alt-country scene 


By DAVID BERRY 


His eyes narrow slightly as he 

looks over his shoulder, up at the 
loud but apparently incorporeal 
speakers blaring Franz Ferdinand’s 
“Take Me Out.” He turns back to his 
drink. “Fuck, this song is following 
me everywhere,” he groans. “Actual- 
ly, it’s on Madden 200S—that's prob- 


Si Rivalin stops mid-sentence. 


~ : a ae 


ably why I hear it all the time.” 
We're sitting in a local bar, and 
just before he was distracted by the 
music, Rivalin—who, in addition to 
working for Vue as layout manager, 
also, more importantly, plays bass 
for alt-country act Cordoba—was 


= COUNTRY 


just about to tell me some big news. 
“Yeah, so did you hear about Corbie 
[Lund]?” he asks when he regains his 
train of thought. “Well, the Queen’s 
touring around, and Ian Tyson is 
playing for her, and a few other 
bands, and Corbie. 

“So now,” he says, pausing a sec- 
ond, for emphasis, “I can trace seven 


— 
degrees from us—we know Corb; i 
we've played with Corbie an¢ I 3 
played cards with Corbie, ang, 
he’s going to play for the Queen ,_ 
the Beatles also played for the Qu... 
So, I’m, like, four degrees fron, ;,. * 
Lennon now. That's awesome.” Be 
Rivalin’s actually a fan o; 
famous Beatle. “I can identify With 
his severe sarcasm and, Well, p i. 
was a bit too cutesy. Not just ee 
cally cute, but even in his sonoy,,,, 
ing, he’s a bit cutesy,” Rivalin 5 a 
with a nod. “Which I don’t ming .. 
much, but—I don’t know, ¢), 
days, whenever a band has ce 
really cutesy parts, they’) ¢3j) 
Beatlesque for no other reason ¢,,, 
‘Well, I didn’t see that chord com. 
ing. They’re Beatlesy!’ or ‘They’, 
got harmonies, they're Beatlesy” 


the 


1T MIGHT SEEM ODD for ap ;), 
country type—especially of th, 
dirt-kicking, foot-stomping, wr). 
ping-the-stage-in-chicken-wire ya;; 
ety—to be a vocal Beatles fan, but 
Rivalin explains that country hap. 
pened as sort of an accident 

“T had no idea I would end up 
doing country,” he explains, adjust 
ing his black toque. “Cliff [Culber 
the band’s guitarist] was telling some- 
body that he had all these songs—oh, 
yeah, he had a friend that was doin 
a CD release, and his friend asked 
him if he wanted to open, and it was 
like, ‘Yeah, okay.’ Then he calls me 
right away, and he’s like ‘Shit, we 
gotta learn some songs, we got a gig 

“Tt was sort of half pop and rock / 
and half country,” he continues. “And | 
just because we’d never done it, » 
really liked the country stuff, so w 
just decided to go with that. It’s so dif 
ferent from anything I’ve ever don: 
and really, from any country | hea 
around right now. For good or bad. 


IT ALSO HELPS that Edmonton is a 
bit of an alt-country town, a fact that 
Rivalin has come to appreciate. “Ac 
ally, I was thinking about that the 
other day,” he says. “In terms of alt- 
country, Edmonton's got—well, first, 
they’re all pretty good bands, but also, 
they've got really good names. Like, 
Old Reliable is a great name. The Maj 
Kings, great name. Maybellines, grea! 
name. There are others I can’t think 
of, but yeah, none of them are embar 
rassing or bad.” 

And, he continues, having 4 
good band name is more important 
than you'd think. “Yeah, we're all so 
jaded now. The first time | told 
[Edmonton promoter] Brent Oliver 
that our name was Cordoba, he wa 
like, ‘Oh—I don’t hate that.’ Yo 
either neutral or you hate it. There 
no ‘Oh, that’s a great name 
either neutral or ‘Try again.’ 

“And really, that was our 5° 
when we came up with a name: 0" 
to have a dumb name,” he says , 80% 
ding earnestly. “Not to have anythins 
with any kind of comedic value 
the Be Flats, where, like...” He paus | 
es. Something's not right. “Oh, 2" 
right, it was the Be Sharps. Duh. $ 
yeah, not to have something like tit 
Be Sharps, where every time you *’ 
it, it’s less and less funny. So long ** 1 
passes the ‘no hate’ test, it’s good." 


~ coRDOBA 
With the Cruzeros * Sidetrack C0" ° 
Wed, Apr 20 (8p! 
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HIS WEEK: Colleen Brown dis- 
wae Tori Amos’s Under the Pink 


Whether it was because of her taste for 
odd piano covers of alt-rock standards 
like Nirvana's “Smells Like Teen Spirit” 
or her determination to challenge 
every convention tied to being a pop 
singer behind a piano, Tori Amos had a 
remarkable run through the mid-’90s. 
And for local songwriter Colleen 
Brown, Amos’s 1994 release Under the 


Pink, the follow-up to the smash suc- 
cess Little Earthquakes, stands as the 
album that most influenced her as a 
piano player and singer. 

Brown is still working to support 
her 2004 indie release, A Peculiar Thing, 
and will be playing the Alberta Scene 
showcase at the National Arts Centre 
in Ottawa later this April. According to 
Brown, her love affair with Amos’s 
music began years before she would 
decide to attend Grant MacEwan’s 
music program; she kept borrowing 
her older brother Sean’s copy of Under 
the Pink until he finally went out and 
bought his 12-year-old sister a copy of 
her own. “Baker Baker,” one of the 
highlight tracks, was one of the first 
things Brown learned to play on her 
piano. “She’s a piano player, I'm a 
piano player, even though she’s much 
better than me,” laughs Brown. 

At the time, Brown was really into 
musical theatre, and she detected a simi- 
lar quality in Amos’s music. “The sound- 
scapes are something | fell for,” explains 
Brown. “And it had a sort of industrial 
sound to it. It was the first time | had 
heard broken pianos and glockenspiels 
used like that on a record. And it was 
such an emotional record. The thing 
with her emotions was that they weren’t 
always beautiful but they were always 
interesting. It felt like there was a pur- 
pose to everything on the album.” 

Indeed, there was a wide range of 
emotions on the record; from the joyous 
“Bells for Her” to the cynical “God” (in 
which Amos laments the Good Lord's 
lack of a woman’s touch), Amos changes 


moods as easily as a driver shifts gears. 
“She didn’t write using any formula,” 
says Brown. “And it made me realize that 
there are no boundaries, that | should 
write what | feel and not worry about 
what | am ‘supposed’ to be writing.” 
Brown no longer listens to Under 
the Pink over and over again like she 
did when she was 12. But every six 
months or so, she pulls it out of her 
record collection and gives it her full 
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attention, a reminder of everything she 
holds dear about modern songwriting. 
“Now, for me it operates in its own lit- 
tle niche,” she says. 

After returning from her Ottawa 
show, Brown will be playing the Power- 
plant on the U of A campus May 16. As 
for Amos, her career is still going strong, 
even though she no longer enjoys the 
same profile she had in the ‘90s. Her 
new album, The Beekeeper, is a stinging 


=Donna 


gola medal 


the donnas on tour 
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critique of American society—with songs 
about how difficult it is to find truth and 
real faith in a modern U.S. of A, where 
faith has become a political movement 
and politics are fueled by lies. Much of 
her work is based on the Gnostic 
Gospels, the accounts of Jesus Christ’s 
life which were not included in the 
Bible—many of them give greater roles 
to women, including Mary Magdalene, 
who is often identified as Jesus's wife. @ 
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_ LOVE ANGEL 
| __ MUSIC BABY 


) RAY CHARLES 
GENIUS LOVES 


2) FINDING NEVERLAND 


3) BRIDGET JONES: 
EDGE OF REASON 
4) FRIENDS: 
SEASON 9 (4DVD) 
5) RAMONES 
END OF THE CENTURY 
6) FINDING NEMO 
7) MONSTERS INC. 
8) DIE HARD 
9) FAMILY GUY: 
SEASON 1 (4 DVD) 
10) BUG'S LIFE: 
COLLECTORS ED 
(2 DvD) 


BLOC PARTY 

SILENT ALARM 

(VICE) 

Fe a 
The conventional wisdom on Silent 
Alarm, the new disc by the British buzz 
band Bloc Party, can be boiled down 
to five words: terrific album, no break- 
out single. (1 don’t understand these 
critics’ logic—just because you can’t 
go anywhere without hearing “Take 
Me Out” by the vaguely similar-sound- 
ing quartet Franz Ferdinand, does that 
mean Bloc Party has to produce some 
annoyingly ubiquitous song too, just 
to keep up?) It’s true that Silent Alarm 
lacks an obvious radio smash, but Bloc 
Party has something even more valu- 
able: a fantastic, fully-realized, all- 
encompassing sound, a crisp, 
Passionate, exciting, Gang of Four- 
meets-Duran Duran vibe that informs 
and envelopes every song on the 
album. And if you hop onto the band’s 
wavelength—especially the strangled 
vocals of Kele Okereke and the insis- 
tent, caffeinated drumming of Matt 


Tong—all the songs sound like hits. 

| suppose a detractor could say 
that a sound is ail that Bloc Party has; 
it’s the tight, propulsive mood and 
the inventive, well-integrated pro- 
duction hooks that you remember 
from this album, not the message of 
any of the songs. On “Like Eating 
Glass,” the disc’s fantastic opener, for 
instance, | wasn’t sure whether 
Okereke was singing about eating 
glass, grass or ass until | looked at the 
CD booklet, and the song wouldn't 
have seemed any different to me no 
matter which one turned out to be 
true. But Okereke isn’t too interested 
in conventional verse-chorus-verse 
stuff anyway; he’s more into yelped- 
out slogans and disjointed imagery. 
There’s an “explicit lyrics” warning 
on the CD cover, but I’m afraid all 
the swearing slipped right past me—! 
was too busy nodding my head in 
time with the drums. Silent Alarm is a 
fantastically accomplished debut— 
ignore the title and play it loud. 
ote ke ed) —Paut Matwycuuk 
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HOT HOT HEAT 

ELEVATOR 

(WARNER) 

a 
Knock Knock Knock, the debut release 
from Victoria fashion punks Hot Hot 
Heat, was a taut, efficient collection of 
inventive, cutting-edge pop. Sadly, 
though, this is not a review of the 
group’s attention grabbing Sub Pop 
EP; rather, | got to spend the weekend 
listening to Hot Hot Heat's latest 
release, Elevator, which by late Satur- 
day had been replaced in my CD play- 
er by the former. 

Elevator is not a bad record, but 
what made Knock Knock Knock (and, 
to some extent, Make up the Break- 
down, their first full-length release) so 
exciting and interesting was the way 
the band took chances with genuine- 
ly inspired stylistic choices. On Eleva- 
tor, though, the band plays it safe: 
instead of the coked-up keyboard 
hooks of Breakdown’s “Talk to Me, 
Dance With Me” or the clucking, 
epileptic vocals of Knock Knock Knock’s 
“Le Le Low,” Elevator gives us songs 
like the leadoff single, “Goodnight 
Goodnight”—a well-written rock 
song, sure, but predictable and noth- 
ing to get excited about. 

Some fans have suggested the 
underwhelming Elevator can be 
blamed on the departure of original 
guitarist Dante DeCanio, although 
something frontman Steve Bayes 
sings on Knock Knock Knock’s “Le Le 
Low” probably says it better: 
“Where's all your passion gone? 
Now you feel famous.” Indeed. 
eed —Ross Moroz 
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01. silent alarm bloc party 
02. funeral arcade fire 

03. arulac mia. 

04. picaresque decemberists 
05. s/t icd soundsystem 


THE FIRST LADY 


FAITH EVANS 
THE FIRST LADY 
(CAPITOL) 


Faith Evans's latest disc, The First ; ady 
maintains an interesting, funky ‘70, 
soul/R&B groove for its entire 13-track 
duration. This is great summertime 
music—rest assured, you'll hea; bits 
and pieces of it pounding out of open 
car-windows in the months ahead_ 
but the sound is complex and rich an 
eclectic blend of old-school acoustic 
loops and modern hip-hop produc 
tion. It certainly sounds different than 
much of Evans’s past work, but in 
very good, very enjoyable way. Gone 
are the annoying raps by P. Diddy ang 
his cronies; this time around, Evans 
gets to stretch her voice in new, alto- 
gether pleasing directions, proving 
that she’s a capable R&B singer and 
not just a reciter of hip-hop hooks 
“Hope,” a collaboration with rap. 
per Twista, is a particularly notewor 
track, as is “Again,” the first sing 
Unfortunately, the disc is one of those 
“copy controlled” pieces of garbage, 
so don’t buy the album expecting to 
be able to legitimately load it onto 
your iPod, or listen to it on your com 
puter with reasonable audio quality 
Bah, humbug. #9 ¥e ¥& lain tuich 


JAMES MCKENTY AND THE SPADES 
BURNING ON FUMES 

(SOSMUSIC) 
ee 
Man, these guys are really hammering 
it out. Seriously, it sounds like they're 
in the garage beating their instru- 
ments with hammers—but, you know, 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 | 
www.listenrecords.ne! | 


begborrowsteel 
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06: woman king iron & wine 

07. suspended animation fantomas 

08. i am a bird now antony & the johnsons 
09. guero beck 

10. open season british sea power 


in a good way. So many albums are 
devoid of real energy, but James 
mcKenty and the Spades manage to 
lay it down in, well, spades. Some of 
the credit should no doubt go to Tragi- 
cally Hip bassman Gord Sinclair, whose 
co-production allows this rock ‘n’ roll 
trio just enough space to bash on their 
instruments, but the lion’s share 
belongs to McKenty and the Spades 
for crashing through these songs as 
though their lives depended on it. 
Occasionally the songs aren’t quite 
as good as the performances. The lead- 
off track, “I Like to Burn Things,” feels a 
little unfinished, rushing from verse to 
chorus and back again. Then again, 
maybe that’s the point. Why hang 
around playing one song when there's 
another just around the corner? So they 
stick to songs that are short and to the 
point, and leave us gasping for air as 
they rush headlong out of the garage. | 
know I'll be watching for what these 
guys do next. to # —Eoen Munro 


THE BRAVERY 
THE BRAVERY 
(ISLAND) 


I's been pointed out again and again 
that the Bravery are a copy of a copy 
of a copy of a dozen different bands 
before them, but so what? Music has 


Faris Nourallah 
King of Sweden 
(Western Vinyl) 
Dude and his brother 
Write monumental pop songs 
And fight like bitches 
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Sorry! 
Picture not available! 


always been about borrowing and DESPISTADO 
developing, and to dismiss this shit-hot | THE PEOPLE OF AND THEIR VERSES 
debut off the bat would be little more GADE TREE) 


than an elitist mistake. This disc is full 
of tense hi-hat, New Order bass and 
drums and enough sticky-fingered gui- 
tar licks to cover all the ‘80s bases that 
are hip with the kids these days. 

“An Honest Mistake” is one car 
commercial away from making this a 
platinum album, with a bobbing back- 
beat and dirty synths that melt into 
lead singer Sam Endicott’s Robert 
Smith-esque crooning. (In fact, Endi- 
cott does the best Smith impression 
I've heard out of all the current New 
New Wavers coming out of the New 
York scene.) 

But what really saves The Bravery 
are its carefully placed hints of charm, 
like Endicott’s squeaky chorus of “And 
| know that’s why you love me, 
chica” in “Fearless” and the lax guitar 
in the Strokes-doing-disco take of 
“Public Service Announcement.” 
Pitchfork purists will likely jump all 
over lyrics like “I just want some- 
thing/Something for nothing” and 
insist that these five smartly-dressed 
New York kids already on the cover of 
NME have yet to pay their dues, but 
from a pure pop point of view, The 
Bravery is solid debut full of potential 
hits. He ¥e —CHap HucuLaK 


The River 
Thanksgiving 
(Hive Fidelity) 
Guy with a guitar 


ee ae 
By the time this album was released, 
Despistado had already announced its 
breakup, so instead of being a critical next 
step for a band on the rise, The People Of 
and Their Verses comes off as a final 
farewell from a band that could have been 
great. And it’s a decent farewell, too. 
Beginning with precise, bass-heavy 
strains that push the boundaries of 
punk, Despistado shows off a willing- 
ness to challenge traditional three- 
chord fans in the same way that Fugazi 
did when that band first appeared in 
the late ‘80s. In fact, as the album pro- 
gresses, it’s hard not to check off all 
the similarities between Despistado 
and Fugazi, from the cryptic song titles 
(“If Relationships a Construct, Then I’m 
a Construction Worker”—huh?) to the 
heavy jam-born instrumental sessions. 
In the end, though, there’s not 
really enough solid material to make a 
full album, perhaps due to the fact that 
the band was already severely frag- 
mented once the recording process 
began. But there are a few nuggets 
and keepers (like the rock-out leadoff 
track “Burning House”) to make the lis- 
tener wish that Despistado hadn’t 
called it a day. ¥ ¥x te —Steven SANDOR 
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FAT POSSUM RECORDS ARTISTS FROM CINCINNATI 
PLUS: 


Various Artists Wild Strawberries 

Everything Comes and Goes: A Tribute to Black Sabbath  Deformative Years 

(Temporary Residence) (Universal) 

Oddball skronk tribute Laid-back chillout pop 

| ate oe oi oA aaa FEATURING CORY WOODWARD AND HIS BAND 

oa 

Crain Gang Gang Dance ~ a 

Speed (Ret God’s Money 

(Temporary Residence) (Social Registry) 

Lost artspunk now found! Artful noisemakers 

Sounds like Shellac but without Proof that not enough bands use 

Profane cuckold tunes : Marimba these days 

Regina Spes Nick Butcher 

] The Complicated Bicycle 
(Placetapes) 
Handcrafted beauty 
So good it will make you weep! 
You'll need tissues, bitch! 
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Welcome to my Might Flares 


Greg MacPherson’s 
man-of-the-people 
attitude extends 
even to his choice 
of transportation 


By STEVEN SANDOR 
=. 
ay what you will about musi- 
Se but man, Greg MacPher- 
son is one awfully conscientious 
person. Instead of risking being late 
for his interview with Vue, he makes 
his time by calling on his cell from a 
Winnipeg transit bus. He’s in the 
midst of bringing back new amps to 
his rehearsal space—and thanks to 
the unreliable nature of mass transit, 


he’s behind schedule. 

But considering the gritty nature 
of the folk-influenced punk (or 
should that be punk-influenced folk?) 
that MacPherson and his band ply on 
their brand-new long-player Night 
Flares, it’s only fitting that he does our 
interview while riding what former 
Vue colleague Amy Hough once 
referred to as the “proletariat chariot.” 
MacPherson’s guitar-driven, socially- 
aware songs are slice-of-life portraits 
of the everyman that have earned 
him comparisons to Bruce Spring- 
steen and Joe Strummer. (MacPherson 
even did a cover of the Clash’s “Bank 
Robber” on his 2002 EP Maintenance.) 

Not that MacPherson lets such 
accolades go to his head. “I try not 
to read the comparisons too much,” 
he says. “I guess there are worse peo- 


ple I could be compared to, but 
that’s fine. I’m a guy who fits into a 
certain songwriting style: I’m a 
white guy with a guitar. I guess that’s 
where the comparisons start. I think 
it is lazy journalism, but I am a 
Clash fan. Really, I grew up with '90s 
DIY punk and ’90s alt-rock.” 


| FOLK-PUNK_ 


According to MacPherson, his 
ability to chronicle everyday life in 
his music was forced into him at an 
early age. Born an army brat on a 
base in Sydney, Nova Scotia, 
MacPherson grew up in various sta- 
tions across the country, during 
which time he came to understand 
the true extent of Canada’s diversity. 
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“I think that my upbringing is where 
it began,” he says. “To this day, I still 
consider myself as much a Cape Bre- 
toner as I do a Winnipegger. Now I’m 
spending a lot of time in Toronto, so 
I do feel a little displaced. But I think 
it’s true that I am a sensitive person 
who is conscious of the things 
around me and social causes. And I 
reflect those perspectives, because 
there are so many different perspec- 
tives across Canada. 

“We are a very diverse nation, and 
I would agree that I have been more 
influenced by geography,” he contin- 
ues. “I am not as taken with the east- 
versus-west debate. I understand the 
situation in the Maritimes and the 
importance of equalization payments. 
There are so many different views in 
Canada and so much disparity from 
place to place, so I think moving 


around the country helps a Person ge 
a much better perspective.” 

Even though MacPherson is car 
tied by G7 Welcoming Commitic. 
arguably Canada’s most polit; all 
active record label—his music yey, 
beats you over the head with it poli 
tics, something that can hardly be saiq 
about some of his labelmates 
MacPherson agrees that Maturity has 
transformed him from an angry 
young man into a more thought{ui 
songwriter who wants to connect with 
his audience on both a social and 
emotional level. “I used to write about 
what made me angry,” he laughs. “But 
I'm not so angry anymore. | think I’m 
more diverse now.” © 
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The Weakerthans 
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federal Liberal candidate Glen Mur- 
ray is held to account for being a 
“golden business boy” who “will 
watch the North End die/He’ll say I 
love this town/Then let his arcing 
wrecking ball proclaim/I hate Win- 
nipeg.” The politics aren’t screaming 
in your face, relentlessly begging to 
be recognized—but they’re there, 
wrapped up in loss, healing, discov- 
ery and thoughtful regret. 

The band may express its political 
concerns with subtlety, but Carroll 
says their ethic of progressive social 
change is key to the way they navi- 
gate the music industry. “It’s mostly 
in who we do business with—that’s 


our one control,” he explains. “\!x 
makes our T-shirts and who puts out 
our records. [Anarchist press} 4} 
Press Bookmobile is with us at ev: 
show too. It gives people a point of 
access to ideas, not just records 

“Especially when we're traveling 
through the United States, in some of 
those places they just don’t get books 
like that,” he continues. “Obviously 
people can get them on the intern: 
but they can’t see, handle, look at 
them. After a while, they know when 
the bookmobile comes. It just fee! 
like a real natural extension of wh 
we do and what we are.” O 
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original group waging a retro war on 
contemporary music. 

“T always listened to older music 
rather than new stuff growing up, 
and whatever you listen to is going to 
end up influencing what kind of 
music you make,” says Gabbard. “Not 
to say that nothing good still comes 
out, but obviously better music came 
out 30 years ago than today. We're 
trying to do something original that 
is taking from something old. I don’t 
think that we're completely rehash- 
ing, but obviously there are a lot of 
influences in there.” 

But with the relative commercial 


success of Please Yourself and a third 
album coming out less than a y°*! 
after their second (“I don't fucs 
around,” laughs Gabbard), the ban’ 
that loves to ransack the past 's “| 
ating their own future. “We'' 
traveling band, trying to cre? 
something enjoyable for some: 
else and make a living doing ' 
Gabbard says. “We're the produc! 
the road manager and the miler! 
person at the end of the night. We'll 
continue to make records and gs 
for as long as people seem to like 
and come out. We're doing alright “ 
it; we're scraping by.” @ 
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Bunker mentality 


Downfall takes 
viewers deep, deep 
inside the Third 
Reich’s grim final 
days 


Sy JOSEF BRAUN 


century come to the age where 

they begin seeking some 
understanding of the particular 
Strains of madness that shaped the 
previous one, Oliver Hirschbiegel’s 
Downfall will likely be utilized as 
prime study material. Set in that 
stillborn Berlin spring of 1945 
amidst a hail of Soviet artillery fire, 
Downfall chronicles the death throes 
of the Third Reich, taking us inside 
crowded clinics, collapsing buildings 
and especially the underground 
bunker that housed Hitler and his 
‘intimates in their frantic shifts from 
futile eleventh-hour military strate- 
Sies to discussions of suicide to apoc- 
alyptic festivities. 

Working primarily from Joachim 
Fest's book Inside Hitler’s Bunker and 
the recollections of Hitler’s secretary 
Traudl Junge as captured in the 
‘eirdly hypnotic documentary Blind 
Spot: Hitler's Secretary, Bernd 
Echinger’s screenplay presents both 
compellingly banal details of actions 
4 the major figures involved and 

i 2 broader context concerning 
a agony that swept throughout 
‘erlin and beyond while Hitler con- 
"nued to refuse to surrender. A mini- 
“ib of cinematic artifice stands 
tition the viewer and the events 
~ pared to films like Hans-Jiirgen 
Yberberg’s Hitler, a Film From Ger- 


Wess those born in the current 


many and Alexander Sokurov’s 
Moloch, Downfall plays it pretty 
straight), yet Downfall does gradually 
reveal a distinctive purpose beyond 
historical dramatization. At the very 
least, its particular tone and tempo 
and the implicit questions it poses 
facilitate a complicated audience 
response. 

Downfall’s Hitler is played by 
Swiss actor Bruno Ganz, familiar to 
international audiences as the fallen 
angel in Wings of Desire. Ganz’s 
Fiihrer neither ingratiates himself as 
a seductive madman nor reduces 
himself to a caricature of pure evil. 
He freaks out regularly, the side-of- 


the-mouth spittle flies, the oily 
bangs fall in his eyes, the bum hand 
twitches behind his back and he 
curses his generals, his soldiers and 
all the German people for being 
unworthy of realizing his dream. He 
growls out orders that seem com- 
pletely nuts, hopeless—until you 
realize that his orders fulfill precisely 
his desire to reduce Germany to use- 
less rubble for its invaders. “If the 
war is lost, the fate of the German 
people is immaterial,” he pro- 
nounces in one of his more lucid 
moments. : 


AS THOUGH in perfect agreement, 
Frau Goebbels (a blood-curdlingly 
brilliant Corinna Harfouch) decides 
to gently murder her six children. 
She can’t bear the thought of them 
living in a world without National 
Socialism, she says. In the mean- 
time, Eva Braun (a sympathetically 
hysterical Juliane Kohler) giddily 


and proudly becomes Mrs. Hitler 


just in time for the ceremonial sui- 
cide-murder of herself, der Fiihrer 
and Blondi, Hitler's dog and most 


= 


Three-hanky Frankie 


| Heartwarming 


| 


likely the object of his warmest and | 


most consistent affections. Once 
Hitler and Braun’s corpses, as com- 
manded, are taken outside and 
hastily cremated in a ditch, the 
Goebbelses, loyal degenerates to the 
last, swiftly follow suit. The overall 
impression you get is that the Third 
Reich had only two ideal outcomes: 
world domination or Plan B, the 
erasure of all their traces from the 
Earth. Of course, inevitably, neither 
outcome prevailed. 

I mentioned that the world out- 
side the bunker plays a large role in 
Downfall, which is true, but the 
episodes and characters that linger 
most in my memory are the ones 
which share the Nazi upper eche- 
lon’s sense of fatalistic fanaticism— 
the children especially, the Hitler 
Youth, who fought bravely and 
pointlessly right up until the final 
moment. And what really struck me 
in the end was how strangely Down- 
fall evokes the persistence of pride in 
the human spirit: no matter what 
the context, no matter how insane, 
hopeless or diabolical the schema, 
when humans are swept up into a 
great vision, they are frequently 
capable of fulfilling their meager role 
in that dream with fevered certainty. 
Movies often celebrate the strength 
of man’s will, but Downfall reminds 
us that this strength, which can 
repulse as easily as inspire, is not to 
be confused with moral strength. © 


DOWNFALL 

Directed by Oliver Hirschbiegel * Written 
by Bernd Eichinger * Starring Bruno 
Ganz, Alexandra Maria Lara and Juliane 
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Scottish import 
Dear Frankie is 
moving, never 

maudlin 


By BRIAN GIBSON 


string-puller that’s never manipu- 
lative, a tearjerker that’s never 
sentimental or maudlin, and a 
drama that soars whenever it should 
be in free fall. Screenwriter Andrea 


| Frankie is a rarity: a heart- 


| Gibb and director Shona Auerbach 


accomplish the near-Olympian task 
of wrestling a formulaic script into a 
wholly original story, easily clearing 
hurdle after hurdle of what should 
be crippling plot clichés, and then 
high-diving into an acrobatic, artful 
splash of a finale that avoids a 
plunge into the saccharine or the 
bellyflop of a downbeat anticlimax. 

A winsome Emily Mortimer leads 
a cast who nestle 
their way deep into 
earthy, full-blooded 
characters. Jack 
McElhone plays the slyly smiling 
Frankie, a clever, deaf nine-year-old 
who's moving with his mother Lizzie 
(Mortimer) and grandmother Nell 
(Mary Riggans) to a Scottish port 
town. In voiceover, Frankie tells his 
father, who he believes is at sea, about 
the move and other details of his life. 
Except Frankie's father doesn’t really 
work on a ship. Lizzie has made him 
up—she collects Frankie's letters in 
Glasgow, faking the replies herself. But 
when Frankie finds out that his dad's 
ship is due to dock there, Lizzie needs 
to tell her son the truth or else weave 
an even more elaborate fiction. 

Lizzie’s ruse would usually seem 
heartless or absurd, but Mortimer, 
playing Lizzie as a sad-eyed, plucky 
single mother, makes it seem neces- 
sary long before the sobering reason 
for the deception emerges. Nell, salty 
and strong-willed, not only reveals 
some of where Lizzie’s nervousness 
and backbone come from, but offers 
comic relief even as she opposes 
Lizzie’s scheme, which soon seems 
less about lying and self-delusion 
and more about self-protection and 
love taken a little too far. 

Frankie is a geography- and sea- 
life-obsessed kid who strikes up a 
sweet but shy relationship with Catri- 
ona (Jayd Johnson). Ricky Monroe 
(Sean Brown), who seems like the pre- 
dictable bully figure, becomes a friend 
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to Frankie, then a bully again, and 
finally a buddy again, in the casual 
way that children’s relationships can 
fluctuate. Lizzie’s own friendship with 
fish-and-chip shop owner Marie 
(Sharon Small) is similarly relaxed 
while Lizzie’s moments with the 
estranged husband-for-hire (Gerard 
Butler) are full of wonderfully 
charged pauses as the anxious, proud 
mother and the brooding, soft-heart- 
ed stranger are slowly drawn to each 
other, while he and Frankie develop a 
gruff, deep rapport. Even when 
Lizzie’s real ex-husband surfaces, he® 
not simply demonized but shown to 
be, if not as scarred as Lizzie, then 
wounded in his own deep, sad way. 


AUERBACH MOVES Gibb’s tender 
Script along at a brisk pace and even 
the music seems unaffected and non- 
manipulative. Dear Frankie offers 
many subtle touches, from Lizzie’s 
awkwardness in a posh Glasgow tea 
room, where she clearly feels out of 
place, to Frankie’s significant interest 
in seahorses (a species notable for 
monogamy and in 
which the father 
gets pregnant). 
Frankie's yearning 
need for a father-figure is delicately set 
against Lizzie’s unspoken loneliness. 

This intelligent movie treats its 
characters, and the audience, with 
dignity and respect. Emotions are 
never telegraphed and revelations 
emerge casually. And while the film is 
not as lyrical or profound as, say, 
Lynne Ramsay’s Glasgow slum-set Rat- 
catcher, Frankie’s childish enthusiasm 
and cockeyed view of the world are 
nicely evoked. There’s a scene where 
Frankie and Catriona are caught 
invading Lizzie’s privacy, and it’s a 
moment taut with that ominous, hol- 
low-in-the-stomach feeling that kid» 
have when they’re discovered in the 
middle of doing something they 
knew, deep down, was wrong. 

The town too comes alive, with 
its gritty corners, industrial dock- 
lands and the misty, melancholy sea. 
Dear Frankie ends by looking out on 
that hopeful, vast, relentless ocean 
teeming with hidden life. It’s a fit- 
ting final shot for such a bracing, 
natural film that, in its care to 
remain tender and unaffected, is far 
more affecting than most movies 
you'll see this year. @ . 


DEAR FRANKIE 
Directed by Shona Auerbach * Written 
by Andrea Gibb * Starring Emily 
Mortimer, Jack McElhone and Mary 
Riggans * Opens Fri, Apr 15 
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The ambiguously gay duo? 


Is The Odd Couple 
harmless Broadway 
fluff or a closeted 
romance? 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


film version of Neil Simon’s Broad- 

way hit The Odd Couple, in its 
coded, non-sexual way, represents 
one of the first mainstream-friendly 
depictions of a healthy gay relation- 
ship in Hollywood history. 

I know, I know: the script makes it 
abundantly clear that roommates Felix 
Ungar and Oscar Madison are straight 
men with ex-wives and children, and I 


a a crazy theory that the 1968 


realize that one of the movie's funni- 
est scenes shows them going on a dou- 
ble date with a pair of sisters who live 
in their apartment building. But if you 
go to see the movie at the Provincial 
Museum this Monday (it’s the first 
film in the Edmonton Film Society’s 
spring screening series of classic come- 
dies), it’s hard not to notice that it's 
really a love story between masculine 


E\CLASSICS 


Oscar, the cigar-chomping slob, and 
feminine Felix, the neurotic, fussy, 
apron-wearing neat-freak who can’t 
stop himself from crying in public. 
(One of the film’s many running 
jokes, in fact, is the way Oscar and 
Felix keep absent-mindedly calling 


“Two Big Thumbs Up’ 


Ebert®Roeper 


Entertainment “Funny” 


OWEN GLEIBERMAN LEAH ROZEN, People 


“Thoroughly Winning...” 


MANOHLA Dares, Che New Hotk Times 


“A Grand Slam 
Comedy.” 


GENE SHALIT, 
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each other women’s names.) | like to 
think that The Odd Couple—and isn’t 
that title the biggest tipoff of all?— 
helped pave the way for the more 
explicit relationship between Jon 
Voight and Dustin Hoffman, in Mid- 
night Cowboy just a year later. 

Okay, maybe I’m reading too 
much inte it. But it’s fun to think that 
there’s a spicy gay subtext lurking just 
beneath the surface of a film that’s 
come to epitomize the essence of safe, 
commercial Broadway/Hollywood 
comedy. What laughs there are in the 
film tend not to come from Neil 
Simon’s script (although that “We're 
all out of cornflakes. FU.” line is pret- 
ty great), but from the expert comic 
chemistry of Jack Lemmon and Wal- 
ter Matthau—the way Matthau shows 
Oscar’s sanity slowly unraveling over 
the course of three weeks’ exposure to 
Felix’s tics and compulsive neatness is 
a thing of beauty. 


THE MOVIE ALSO OFFERS some 
nice, incidental glimpses of iate-’60s 
Manhattan, as when Lemmon visits 
the Metropole Bar, where a funky soul- 
jazz band is playing on a narrow raised 
stage behind the bartender while a 
bunch of go-go dancers writhe around 
to the music. Somewhere between 
then and now, I'm told, the Metropole 
stopped booking jazz musicians and 
devolved into a seedy stripjoint. 

Most of the other films in the 


EFS series have stood the test of time 
much better. It’s a real grab bag of 
titles, the most familiar of which are 
probably A Shot in the Dark (May 
2), probably the best and most cohe- 
sive of the Peter Sellers Inspector 
Clouseau films, Duck Soup (May 
16), commonly regarded as the Marx 
Brothers’ funniest, most satisfying 
and subversive film, and Topper 
(June 20), starring Cary Grant and 
Constance Bennett as a pair of fun- 
loving ghosts who know more about 
getting pleasure out of life than any 
of the flesh-and-blood characters 
who surround them. (Think of it as 
an Art Deco version of Beetlejuice.) 
The lesser-known titles include a 
couple of so-so efforts redeemed some- 
what by sheer star appeal: The Solid 
Gold Cadillac (May 9), a big-busi- 
ness satire featuring one of Judy Holli- 
day’s all-too-few lead performances, 
and My Favorite Wife (May 31), a 
muddled screwball comedy starring 
Irene Dunne as a woman who returns 
home after seven years on a desert 


island only to find out that husband 


Cary Grant has since remarried 

But there are also two Zenuine 
sleepers in the series too: Suppor 
Your Local Sheriff (junc 6) is a 
breezy, surprisingly enjoyable Western 
parody from 1969 starring Jame: Gal 
ner as a.modest, sharpshootin, 
stranger who takes it upon himse\; to 
clean up a lawless town with the ai of 
the town derelict (the great Jack F lam) 
And I Love You Again (June 13) ; an 
unfairly neglected screwball comeq 
Starring one of my very favourite 
movie couples, William Powel! 3n¢ 
Myrna Loy, in a story about a con- 
man who awakens from a blow to 
head to discover he’s spent nine years 
living in a small town as a penny- 
pinching, ultra-respectable prig. W.S 
Van Dyke, the man behind most of 
the Thin Man movies, directs. @ 


me 
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Coup stens forward, cou 


Two boys’ class- 
bridging friendship 
can’t survive 1973 
Chile in Machuca 


By BRIAN GIBSON 


backed military coup deposed the 

democratically elected Commu- 
nist government of Chile. Prime 
Minister Salvador Allende killed him- 
self and General Augusto Pinochet 
took over the country. Thousands of 
Allende supporters and other left- 
wingers were rounded up and kept in 
soccer stadiums or “disappeared”— 
tortured, shot, their bodies burned or 
dumped. To this day, “mothers of the 
disappeared” and thousands of fami- 
lies still want to know where their 
loved ones have been buried. 

These are the’ events lurking 
around the corner in Machuca, 
Andrés Wood's film, which is ostensi- 
bly about the culture- and class-bridg- 
ing friendship between rich, white 
mamia’s boy Gonzalo Infante (Matias 
Quer) and darker-skinned, shantytown 
kid Pedro Muchaca (Ariel Mataluna). 
The two outsiders befriend each other 
at St. Patrick's English School for Boys 
in Santiago. As Gonzalo is drawn into 
Pedro's world, though, and they both 


0: September 11, 1973, a CIA- 


become smitten with Silvana 
(Manuela Martelli), erupting class 
unrest and political turmoil threaten 
to explode their little lives. 

Along with the stellar acting, par- 
ticularly by the two leads, Wood 
directs with a casual, loose energy. 
However, while most of the film offers 
bittersweet social realism, Wood often 
tries too hard to inject spirit and mood 
with a rock ’n’ roll score. A few scenes 
are already a little heavy-handed and 
sombre music tips them precariously 
onto the edge of portentous melodra- 
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ma. But the contrasts between Gonza- 
lo’s mother and sister and Pedro's 
mother and Silvana are subtle and res- 
onant, while the scenes between Gon- 
zalo and Silvana ooze with eroticism. 
The film utterly chills in its final act, 
centred around the aftermath of the 
coup for Pedro's community. 

Machuca is so powerful because 
of its clear-eyed, relentlessly tragic 
dovetailing of personal passions and 
political betrayals. Gonzalo, who 
accompanies his mom on her trips 
to her rich boyfriend, has an oddly 
close relationship with her, and 
Wood seems to be suggesting that 
many white middle- and upper-class 
families in Chile were almost inces- 
tuously self-absorbed. When Silvana 


stens hack 


calls Gonzalo’s mother a whore, the 
multiple truths of that word ech: 
amid the son’s ashamed silence 

Wood's complex film strips aw 
the thin but strong veneer of a s« 
entitled elite that refuses to shar 
wealth. It’s this strangling, vicious 
consolidation of power that Macliuca 
foreshadows when Gonzalo’s sister's 
boyfriend, a right-wing supporter, 
whips his nunchucks inches trom 
Pedro’s face, when the schoolboys 
must slaughter infected pig 
burn them in a pile, or when © 
graffiti “Civil War” on a wall near the 
slums is erased and the blank barric' 
is built even higher, almost blockin 
out the sunlit mountains beyond 

In the film’s haunting anticline 
once-naive Gonzalo desperat«!) 
pleads, “I have nothing to do wit) i 
If we too want to look away, 
should think about how long hum! 
ty has been ignoring Chile's |"" 
coup and the search for truthful re: 
oning ever since. Machuca, like '" 
best films should, forces us to >‘ 
tragedy and injustice in the face “"" 
demands that we make a difference ® 


MACHUCA 
Directed by Andrés Wood ® Witte""! 
Roberto Brodsky, Mamoun Hassar 0" 
Andrés Wood ® Starring Matias Que’ ‘" 
Mataluna and Manuela Martelli * 2°" 
Hall, The Citadel Fri-Sun, Apr!>-'”' 
and 9:15pm) * Metro Cinema * 425-’ 
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ravellers 


peared in nearly every style of 
sorytelling. The ancient Greeks 
used it in plays, many a songwriter 
has sung about it and we've seen it 
countless times in Hollywood pro- 
ductions, as well as our own nation- 
4] cinema. Well, now we have a road 
movie from Bhutan, a remote Bud- 
ghist kingdom in the Himalayas. 
Travellers and Magicians, 
Khyentse Norbu's follow-up to 1999's 
The Cup, considers that age-old ques- 
tion, “Is the grass greener on the 
other side of the pasture?” Norbu uses 
the story of Dondup (Tshewang 
Dendup), a government official 
assigned to a remote mountainside 
village, as a tool to consider this 
dilemma. The settlement is devoid of 
the trappings of modern life, except 
for those that belong to Dondup him- 
self, His wall is adorned with posters 
of girls, he listens to cassettes of rock 


Te road as a metaphor for life has 
a 


music on a tiny tape deck and he 
smokes cigarettes. The contrast 
between him and the simpler ways of 
the locals is immediate and undeni- 
able. It’s no surprise, then, when we 
learn that Dondup desires nothing 
more than to escape from what he 
sees as a life of emptiness and bore- 
dom. His plan is to depart for Ameri- 
ca, where he believes that even a job 
picking apples will be lucrative 
enough to provide him with a better 
life than the one he has in Bhutan. It 
will not be so easy for him to reach 
his dreamland, however, as he misses 
the bus to Thimphu, leaving him to 
hitch rides, walk and wait. He is 
joined along the way by an old apple 
seller (Ap Dochu), a Buddhist monk 
(Sonam Kinga), and a papermaker 
(Dasho Adab Sangye) and his 19-year- 
old daughter Sonam (Sonam Lhamo). 

What's interesting about Norbu’s 
approach is that, for a road movie, 
there is surprisingly little physical 
movement here. Much of the film is 
spent with the characters either sta- 
tionary or walking slowly along a 
curved mountain road, hoping that 
someone will pick them up. However, 
while Dondup does not move far 
physically, he undergoes a definite 
emotional progression as the hours 
grind on in the company of his trav- 
eling companions. It is the monk 


Kak! 


ise, wondrous & deeply moving.’ 


-Ruthe Stein, SAN FRANSISCO CHRONICLE 


(credited simply enough as the 
Monk) who provides the film with 
the bulk of its forward momentum. 
Upon learning of Dondup's dream of 
running away to America, and with 
plenty of time to kill, the monk spins 
the tale of Tashi (Lhakpa Dorji), a 


|BUDDHIST 


young man who, like Dondup, is des- 
perate to escape from a life that he 
sees as a prison. Although the tale is 
Norbu’s adaptation of a traditional 
Buddhist fable, it is a dead ringer for a 
nightmarish plot ripped straight from 
a classic film noir. Tashi's tale runs 
parallel with Dondup’s, complicating 


the officer’s plans by illustrating the 
unpleasant flipside of dreamlands. 


THE CAST CONSISTS entirely of ama- 
teur actors and that works in the 
film's favour; these untrained perfor- 
mances are refreshingly devoid of any 
Overwrought mannerisms. Perhaps 
because of the nonprofessional 
actors, Norbu takes advantage of the 
visual aspects of the medium, show- 
casing the natural mountain setting 
as a distinct counterpoint to 
Dondup’s American dream. When 
the travelers are left in the dust by a 
fancy sports car, we understand 
implicitly that the car is America, rac- 
ing down the narrow road far faster 
than could possibly be necessary. 


Travellers and Magicians is a 
charming film, but that’s not to say 
that it is a simple one. Norbu has 
much to say about the encroach- 
ment of civilization upon the villages 
of Bhutan, and he does it without 
preaching to the viewer; rather, he 
allows the story to carry the message 
and, in doing so, he has crafted an 
exceptional piece of work. Very few 
films are able to strike an emotion# 
chord the way this one does, and it’s 
an absolute joy to watch. © 

TRAVELLERS AND MAGICIANS 
Written and directed by Khyentse Norbu 
¢ Starring Tshewang Dendup, Sonam 
Kinga, Lhakpa Dorji and Sonam Lhamo 
© Opens Fri, Apr 15 
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ee Cee Nightly 9:00 pm Two British kids ter), but you will be able to enjoya hugely transformative and trivia), |), 
eae Pi Sat & Sun Matinee 3:00 pm movie with a surprising balance of staging of events reveals these sort 
No 7pm Wed Apr 20 (private booking) °14A¢e (mature theme) have a day to spectacle and sophistication, one that _ of dualities even before the mo ney 
H successfully poses morally complex _ arrives: we see Ronnie and his boy 
spend a fortune In questions to a very young audience. move into a brand-new house site 
found money In Seven-year-old Damian (Alexan- __ all sorts of nice, shiny things, ana yy 
sys der Nathan Etel) and 11-year-old see them explore the house in sn; 
rCTITNTE NIAT 2 = Ps clever Millions Anthony (Lewis Owen McGibbon) camera movements through w sti 
Pra are brothers freshly transplanted toa _and floors; but the fort that Damiar 
By JOSEF BRAUN new residential development with _ builds out by the train tracks with 


their widowed father Ronnie lames _ leftover cardboard boxes is much 
et in the final days before Britain Nesbitt), their mother having past _ cooler, especially when trains y hiz 
Geos the euro, with bags and _away only recently, but not so recent- _ by and shake the ramshackle stry, 
ags of soon-to-be-outmoded ly that the three aren’t more or less _ ture, with stuttering light Spilling i 
pounds speeding toward govern- _ trying to move on. (These smart boys _ from the cracks. Likewise, the bo, 
ment incinerators via high-security marvel at the super-high-tech match 
trains, Millions exploits a perfect ing cellphones they buy, but they 
opportunity to put a new spin on have just as much fun racing 
the old heist tale: a once-in-a-life- through yellow fields on their old 
time chance to seize a fortune before _are even already in the habit of using _ bikes (an image rendered exquisitel, 


it goes up in smoke. their deceased mother as a way to _ through Anthony Dod Mantle’s eye 
But the film, the latest from direc- gain sympathy from adults. “Our _ catching cinematography). 
tor Danny Boyle (28 Days Later, mum is dead,” Anthony says with a There is at least one gaping hole in 


Trainspotting), isn’t really a crime pic- | bowed head, and any available treats _ Boyce’s screenplay, and the celebratory 
ture, and the potential benefactors of quickly pass into the boys’ hands.) To —_quasi-fantasy finale’s a bit much, but 
the riches here aren’t exactly cunning call the boys precocious would be an __—‘Millions is nonetheless Satisfying as 
crooks—in fact, they have yettoreach understatement, what with Damian’s _ both entertainment and brain food fo: 
puberty. Adapted by Frank Cottrell _ expertise in the histories of the saints tender minds. It packs an emotional 
Boyce (Code 46, 24 Hour Party People) (a few of whom show up to help out) _ punch without resorting to corny sen 
from his own novel, Millions is a kids’ and Anthony's keen knowledge of _ timentality and it has some cu 
movie, so you won't find any acrobat- _ finance and the real estate industry. moments without making the kid 
ic rope-dangling or gunplay here (or So when one of these bags of loot _ perform the usual forced ingratiating 
zombies or drug addicts, for that mat- _ finds its way into their hands by pure _ kiddie actor faces and gestures. Etel is 
accident, a comic mission ensues as | winsome while making his delivery 
they attempt to spend or invest the often quite straightforward and h 
cash (Anthony’s suggestion) or give it enthusiasm for altruism never ring: 
to charity (Damien’s suggestion) false. Maybe the nicest thing abot 
before it becomes worthless. Millions is that it doesn’t make a bi: 
deal of differentiating between cha 
THOUGH HE USUALLY inhabits  ty’s rewards and material pleasv 
seedier milieus, Millions finds Boyle tacitly asking us why, in a worl 
right in his element—it's arguably his abundance, can we not find both? ® 
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THIS WEEK'S 
NEW MOVIES 


The Amityville Horror Ryan Reynolds, Melissa George and Philip Baker Hall star 
in director Andrew Douglas’s new film version of Jay Anson’s book about George 
and Kathy Lutz, the Long Island couple who moved into what they thought was 
their dream home, only to learn that it was haunted by demons. 


rai) Dear Frankie Emily Mortimer, Gerard Butler and Jack McElhone star in 

4 director Shona Auerbach’s heartwarming drama about a Scottish single 

ili@ mother who has spent years telling her deaf son tall tales about the identity 
of his absent father, but who now finds her elaborately constructed fantasy 
stretched almost to the breaking point. Read Brian Gibson’s review on page 43. 


O Downfall Bruno Ganz, Alexandra Maria Lara, Ulrich Matthes and Heino 

Pe Ferch star in Das Experiment director Oliver Hirschbiegel’s Oscar-nominated 
alu drama depicting the grim last days of Adolf Hitler, Eva Braun, Josef Gobbels 
and the rest of the Third Reich’s power elite inside the Fuhrer’s personal bunker. In 
German with English subtitles. Read Josef Braun’s review on page 43. 


iHuman Short Videos A collection of short videos created by inner-city youth as 
part of a program run by the iHuman Society under the supervision of local video 
artist Tim Folkmann. Zeidler Hall, The Citadel; Mon, Apr 18 (7pm) 


a) Machuca Matias Quer, Ariel Mataluna and Manuela Martelli star in director 
Andrés Wood's film about two Chilean schoolboys, one from a rich family, 
Sthe other from the shantytown, whose friendship is torn apart during Gener- 
al Pinochet's 1973 coup against the Allende government. In Spanish with English 
Subtitles. Read Brian Gibson’s review on page 44. Zeidler Hall, The Citadel; Fri-Sun, 

Apr 15-17 (7 and 9:15pmi) 


O Millions Alex Etel, Lewis McGibbon and James Nesbitt star in Trainspotting 
Serra director Danny Boyle's fable about a pair of British kids who come into pos- 
USS session of a suitcase containing a small fortune in British pounds, but who 
have only a day to spend it all before England converts to the euro. Read Josef 

Braun's review on page 46. 


The Odd Couple Jack Lemmon and Walter Matthau star in Barefoot in the Park direc- 
tor Gene Saks’s 1968 film version of Neil Simon's Broadway smash about a pair of 
divorced men with radically opposed housekeeping styles who gradually drive each 
other crazy after they decide to become roommates. Read Paul Matwychuk’s review 
©f page 44. Provincial Museum Auditorium (102 Ave & 128 St); Mon, Apr 18 (8pm) 


a The voices of Anna Paquin, Alfred Molina and Patrick Stewart are fea- 
tured in Akira director Katsuhiro Otomo’s animated retro-science fiction adventure 
about a young inventor in Victorian England who must use a mysterious, incredi- 
bly powerful metal energy ball to save London from destruction. 


@) 'raveliers and Magicians Tshewang Dendup, Sonam Kinga and Lhakpa 

= Dorji star in The Cup writer/director Khyentse Norbu's meditative drama 

it a bored government official who decides to leave his post in a remote 
, village and travel to America, only to reconsider his actions as a result of 

: dealings with the people he meets on the road. In Dzongkha with English sub- 
- Read Eden Munro's review on page 45. 


Showtimes for Friday, Apa 15 to Thursday, April 21 


BEYOND THE SEA (PG, coarse language throughout) 
Cinema City 12: Sat-Sun 11:15 Daily 1:30 4:15 7:15 9:45 
Fri Sat late show 12:15 Movies 12: Sat-Sun 11:15 Daily 
1:35 4:30 7:05 9:45 Fri Sat lata show 11:15 
BE COOL (144, coarse lanauage) Cinema City 12: Sat 
Sun 11:10 Daily 1:45 4:25 7:00 9:35 Fri Sat late show 
12,05 Movies 12: Sat-Sun 11:05 Dally 1:40 4:20 7:20 
9:40 Fri Sat late show 12:05 

BOOGEYMAN (14A, frightening scenes not recommend 
‘6d for young children) Cinema City 12: Sat-Sun 11:35 
Daily 1:20 6:55 7:35 10:00 Fri Sat lata show 12:00 Movies 
12: Sat-Sun 11:50 Daily 1:05 4:05 7:10 9:30 Fri Sat late 
show 12:00 . 

PHANTOM OF THE OPERA (PG, may frighten young 
children) Cinema City 12: Daity 6:45 9:40 Movies 12 
Daily 12:40 3:30 6:30 9:30 Fri Sat late show 12:15 

ARE WE THERE YET? (PG) Cinema City 12: Sat-Sun 
11:10 1:05 3:05 5:05 7:15 9:20 Fri Mon-Thu 2:00 4:30 
7:15 9:20 Fri Sat lat show 17:55 Movies 12: Sat-Sun 

11:25 Daily 2:05 4:50 7:25 9:35 Fri Sat late show 12:00 
POOH'S HEFFALUMP MOVIE (G) Cinema City 12: Sat 
Sun 11:35 1:10 3:10 5:00 Fri Mon-Thu 2:15 4:45 Movies 
12 Sat-Sun 11:00 Daily 1:10 3:00 4:50 

SON OF THE MASK (PG, crude content, cartoon vio 
lence throughout) Cinema City 12: Sat-Sun 11:15 Daily 
1:30 4:25 7:25 9:30 Fri Sat late show 11:50 Movies 12: 
Fri-Sun 10:55 Daily 1:05 3:10 5:15 7:25 9:40 Fri Sat late 
show 11:55 

HIDE AND SEEK (14A, frightening scenes) Cinema City 
12 Sat-Sun 11:00 Daily 1:25 4:30 7:40 10:05 Fri Sat iste 
show 12:10 Movies 12: Sat-Sun 11:20 Daily 2:10 4:20 
7:30 10:00 Fri Sat late show 12:10 

MEET THE FOCKERS (144, crude content, sexual lan 
guage) Cinema City 12: Sat-Sun 11:20 Daily 1:50 4:50 
7:30 10:00 Fri Sat late show 12:20 Movies 12: Sat-Sun 
11:10 Daily 1:50 4:35 7:20 9:55 Fri Sat late show 12:20 
FINDING NEVERLAND (G) Cinema City 12: Sat-Sun 
11:40 Dally 1:55 4:35 7:05 9:25 Fri Sat late show 11;40 
Movies 12: Sat-Sun 11:45 Daily 2:05 4:45 7:15 9:30 Fri 
Sat late show 11:50 

RACING STRIPES (G) Cinema City 12: Sat-Sun 11:15 
Daily 1:45 4:10 6:50 9:10 Fri Sat late show 11:35 Movies 
12 Sat-Sun 11:35 Daily 2:00 4:40 7:10 9:25 Fri Sat late 
show 11:45 

NATIONAL TREASURE (PG) Cinema City 12: Sat-Sun 
11:05 Daily 1:35 4:15 7:10 9:50 Fr Sat late show 12.15 
Movies 12: Sat-Sun 10:50 Daily 1:35 4:25 7:10 9:50 Fn 
Sat late show 12:20 

ASSAULT ON PRECINCT 13 (184. brutal violence 
throughout) Movies 12: Sat-Sun 11:40 Daily 2:15 4-55 
7:35 10:05 Fri Sat late show 12:25 

SPANGLISH (PG, coarse language, mature themes) 
Cinema City 12: Sat-Sun 11:05 Daily 1:40 4:20 7:00 9:45 
Fri Sat late show 12:10. 


CITY CENTRE 

10200-102 Ave. 421-7020 
THE AMITYVILLE HORROR (184, gory violence, disturb 
ing content) Daily 12:35 2:50 5:10 7:30 10:00 
STEAMBOY (STC) Daily 1:40 4:30 7:20 10:10 
DEAR FRANKIE (PG, coarse language) Dally 1:10 4:10 
7:00 9:30 
FEVER PITCH (PG) Daily 12:50 4:00 6:45 9:20 
SAHARA (PG, violence) Daily 12:40 3:40 6:40 9:40 
SIN CITY (R, gory violence throughout) Daily 12:30 3:30 
6:50 9:50 
GUESS WHO (PG, coarse language) Fri-Tue 1:30 4:15 
7-40 10:15 Wed-Thu 1:30 4:15 10:15 


MELINDA AND MELINDA (PG, mature theme coarse lan- 
guage) Daly 1:20 4:20 7:10 9:45 

SAINT RALPH (14A, suggestive scenes coarse language). 
Daily 1:00 3,50 6:30 9:10 


4211-139 Ave. 472-7600 
THE AMITYVILLE HORROR (184. gory violence, disturb- 
ing content) Fri-Sun 1:00 3:10 5:20 7:40 10:10 Mon-Thu 
5:20 7:40 10:10 
SAHARA (PG, violence) Fri-Sun 1:15 4:00 6:50 9:30 Mon- 
Thu 4:00 6:50 9:30 
FEVER PITCH (PG) Fri-Sun 2:10 4:40 7:20 9:40 Mon-Thu 
4:40 7:20 9:40 
SIN CITY (R, gory violence throughout) Fri-Sun 1:30 4:20 
7:00 9;50 Mon-Thu 4:20 7:00 9:50 
THE UPSIDE OF ANGER (14A, mature content coarse 
language) Daity 7:30 10:00 
GUESS WHO (PG, coarse language) Fri-Sun 1:50 4:30 
7:10 9:35 Mon-Thu 4:30 7:10 9:35 
MISS CONGENIALITY 2: ARMED AND FABULOUS 
{PG, violence) Fri-Sun 1:20 3:50 6:35 9:10 Mon-Thu 3:50 
6:35 9:10 
THE RING TWO (14A, frightening scenes) Dally 10:05 
ICE PRINCESS (G) Fri-Sun 1:10 3:40 Mon-Thu 3:40 
ROBOTS (G) Fri-Sun 2:00 4:25 6:40 9:20 Mon-Thu 4:25 
6:40 9:20 
HOSTAGE (18, gory violence) Fri-Sun 1:40 9:00 Mon-Thu 
9:00 
THE PACIFIER (PG) Fri-Sun 12:50 3:00 5:10 7:50 Man- 
Tr 5:10 7:50 
HITCH (PG, sexual language) Daly 4:10 6:30 


GALAXY CINEMAS @ SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 


THE AMITYVILLE HORROR (128A, gory violence, dis- 
turbing content) Fri-Sun 1 30 4:30 7:40 10:20 Mon-Thu 


7:40 10:20 
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FEVER PITCH (PG) Fri-Sun 1:10 4:10 7:30 10:10 Mon 
Thu 7:30 10:10 

THE UPSIDE OF ANGER ( 
language) Fri-Sun 12:00 3:0 
9:40 
SAHARA (PG, 
Mon-Thu 7:10 10:00 
SIN CITY (R, gory violence throughout) Fri-Sun 12:10 
3:10 7:00 9:50 Mon-Thu 7:00 9:50 

GUESS WHO (PG. coars 
6:45 9:20 Mon-Thu 6:45 9:20 
MISS CONGENIALITY 2: ARMED AND FABULOUS 
(PG, violence) Fri-Sun 12:50 3:50 6:50 9:30 Mon-Thu 
6:50 9:30 

ROBOTS (6) Fri-Sun 12:20 3:20 6:40 Mon-Thu 6:40 
HOSTAGE (184. gory violence) Daily 9:00 


ature conten! 
9:40 Mon-Thu 


2) Fri-Sun 12:40 3:40 7 


10 10.00 


quage) Fri-Sun 1:00 


THE PACIFIER (PG) Fri-Sun 1:20 4:20 7:20 9:35 Mon- 
Thu 7:20 9:35 
HITCH (PG, sexual language) Fri-Sun 12:20 3;20 6:30 


9:10 Mon-Thu 6:30 9:10 


8712-109 St. 433-0728 


DOWNFALL (14A. violence, disturbing es) Daly 645 
9:30 Sat Sun 2:00 
GATEWAY 8 


2950 Calgary Trail, 496-6977 
SAHARA (PG, violence) Fri Sat Sun 12:45 1.2 


6:40 7:15 9:35 10:00 Mon Tue Wed Thu 6:40 7 
10:00 
CONSTANTINE (14A, horror violence throughout} Fri Sat 


Sun 1:15 4:10 7:20 9:50 Mon Tue Wed Thu 
SIDEWAYS (184 
6 40 Mon Tue 
THE AVIATOR ( 
for young childre: 
Wed Thu 7: 
COACH CARTER (PG, coai ng 
ICE PRINCESS (G) Fri Sat Sun 1:10 3:2 
Tue Wed Thu 7:10 9:25 


LEMONY SNICKET'S A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE 
EVENTS (PG) Fri Sat Sun 1;00 3:50 7:00 Mon Tus Wed 
Thu 7:00 


MAN OF THE HOUSE (714A) Fri Sat 1:29 3:30 6:30 Sun 
1:20 6:30 Mon Tue Wed Thu 6:30 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave. St. Albert, 
458-9822 


al content) Fri 


d Thu 6:55 9:40 


7:10 9:25 Mon 


folonee) 1:35 3:50 7:30 9:45 


HOSTAGE (184, gor 


FEVER PITCH (PG) BUN 11:15 1:20 3:2: 
9:50 Mon-Fri 1:20 3:25 7:45 9:50 


SIN CITY (R, gory violence throughout) Sat Sun 19:10 1:30 
3:50 7:10 Mon-Fii 1:30 3:50 7:10 


ROBOTS (G) Sat Sun 11:20 1:15 3:15 Mon-Fri 1:15 3:15 


GUESS WHO (PG, coarse language) Sal Sun 5:15 7:20 
9:25 Mon-Fri 7:20 9:25 


THE AMITYVILLE HORROR (18, gory violence, 
ing content) Sal Sun 11:30 1:30 3:30 5:30 7:30 9:3 
Fri 1:30 3:30 7:30 9:30 


SAHARA (PG, violence) Sat Sun 11:10 1:35 3:55 7:15 
9:40 Mon-Fri 1:35 3:55 7:15 9:40 


4762-50 St, Leduc, 986-2728 
FEVER PITCH (PG) Daily 7.05 9:25 Sat Sun 1:05 3:30 
GUESS WHO (PG) Daily 6:50 9:15 Sat Sun 1:15 3:30 
SAHARA (PG, violence) Daily 7:00 9:30 Sat Sun 1:10 3:40 


THE AMITYVILLE HORROR (184A, gory violence, disturb 
ing content) Daily 7:10 9:30 Sat Sun 1:00 3:20 


METRO CINEMA 
9828-101A Ave. Citadel Theatre, 425-9212 


MACHUCA (144. coarse language, violence) ) Fri-Sun 
7:00 9:15 


IHUMAN SHORT VIDEOS (STC) Mon 7:00 


8882-170 St, 444-1829 
BE COOL (14A, coarse language) Fri-Sun 1:35 4:05 6:50 
9:20 Mon-Thu 4:05 6:50 9:20 
BOOGEYMAN (14A, frightening scenes not recommend: 
ed for young children) Fri-Sun 2:30 4:45 7:30 9:40 Mon- 
Thu 4:45 7:30 9:40 
THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA (PG, may frighien 
young children) Fri-Sun 1:30 4:30 8:00 Mon-Thu 4:30. 
8:00 
ARE WE THERE YET? (PG) Fri-Sun 2:20 4:35 6:40 
Mon-Thu 4:35 6:40 
THE LIFE AQUATIC WITH STEVE ZISSOU (144, 
coarse language throughout) Daity 6:30 9:00 
MEET THE FOCKERS (14A, crude content sexual lan 
guage) Fri-Sun 2:00 4:40 7:20 9:45 Mon-Thu 4:40 7:20 
9:45 
RACING STRIPES (G) Fri-Sun 1:50 4:10 Mon-Thu 4:10 
NATIONAL TREASURE (PG) Fri-Sun 1:40 4:20 7:00 
9:30 Mon-Thu 4:20 7:00 9:30 
HIDE AND SEEK (14A, frightening scenes) Fo-Sun 2:10 
4:50 7:10 9:10 Mon-Thu 4:50 7:10 9:10 
IN GOOD COMPANY (PG, coarse language) Daily 6:50 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 
14231-197 Ave, 732-2238 
THE AMITYVILLE HORROR (184. gory violence, Gis- 
turing content) Daily 1:30 3:10 4:10 5:30 6:50 8:00 9:15 
10:20 
SAHARA (PG. violence) Daily 1:00 4:00 7:00 9:55 
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10397-82 Ave. 433-0728 
THE MERCHANT OF VENICE (144. matu 


7:00 Sat Sun 1:06 


WORLD'S BEST COMMERCIALS FESTIVAL |1 


TRAVELLERS AND MAGICIANS (PG) Da 


SILVERCITY WEST EDMONTON MALL 


WEM. 8582-170 St. 444-2400 


THE AMITYVILLE HORROR (* 
turt 039 
10:05 


SIN CITY (AR, gory 


4:30 6:45 


SAHARA 
Babies Wed 1pm. 


ROBOTS (6) 1:20 4: 
FEVER PITCH (PG) 1 
GUESS WHO (PG. 
ICE PRINCESS (G) 2 
MISS CONGENIALITY 2: ARMED AND FABULOUS 


(PG, Vidlence) 1:05 3:45 
THE RING TWO (14A. fig 
10:15 

HITCH (PG, sexual ke 
HOSTAGE (184. gon 
THE PACIFIER (PG) I 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 


1525-99 St, 435-8585 


1g Content) 1:1 


HOSTAGE (184. gory vio 
10:30 


MILLION DOLLAR BABY ( 
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ymmended for jy 


FEVER PITCH (PG) [ 


9:30 10:20 
ROBOTS (G) Daily 1:45 4:15 6:40 9:0 
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THE UPSIDE OF ANGER (14 
Mi 


THE PACIFIER (PG) D 
SIN CITY (R, gory viok 
7:40 10:00 10:40 
MISS CONGENIALITY 2: ARMED AND FABULOUS 
(PG, violence) Fri-Tue Thu 2:15 8:15 5 
THE RING TWO (14A, fnghterarx 
5:30 10:45 Wed 10:45 

HITCH (PG, sexual language) Dai 


| _WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


111 Ave Ra. 
THE AMITYVILLE HORROR (18 


Wed Thu 7. 
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SIN CITY (R, gon’ v 
7:00 9:50 Mon Tus 
ROBOTS (G) Fi Sa 
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GUESS WHO (PG) 
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turbing content) Day 7:10 9:30 Sat Sun 1,003 


Daily 6:50 9:15 Sat 


MATWYCHUK 


things that you’re never sup- 

posed to do?” asks John Ully- 
att, the co-star of The Mystery of 
Irma Vep. “Laughing onstage, talk- 
ing to the audience....” 

“Changing the script?” pipes up 
Ullyatt’s co-star, Calgary actor Wade 
Lynch. 

Ullyatt lets out an embarrassed, 
naughty-little-boy laugh. “Yeah, 
yeah, changing the script. Well, all 
those things—here we're doing 
them. After a long year of doing Cat 
on a Hot Tin Roof and West Side Story, 
it’s totally different and very freeing. 
It’s like taking your pants off and 
running around naked and wagging 
your dick in the audience, and it just 
feels great.” 

Actually, The Mystery of Irma Vep 
requires a lot more discipline from 
its actors than Ullyatt’s comments 
might have you believe. A delirious 
hodgepodge of seemingly every 
gloomy gothic horror yarn ever 


"Y= know all those bad theatre 


written, full of encyclopedic refer- 
ences to Dracula, The Mummy, The 
Hound of the Baskervilles, Rebecca, 
Gaslight, Jane Eyre, Wuthering 
Heights and even Ibsen’s Ghosts, the 
play requires Ullyatt and Lynch to 
play all the parts themselves. Ully- 
att is Lady Enid Hillcrest, who’s 
spending her first night at Man- 
dacrest, her new husband’s remote 
country home, but he’s also 
Nicodemus, Mandacrest’s deformed 
manservant, as well as an Egyptian 
guide named Alcazar. Lynch, mean- 
while, is Lady Enid’s husband, the 
noted “sarcophagologist” Lord 
Edgar Hillcrest, but he’s also Jane 
Twisden, Mandacrest’s stern house- 
keeper, not to mention the mysteri- 
ous woman who gives the play its 
title. And Charles Ludlam’s breath- 
less script doesn’t make the task of 
juggling these various roles and 
genders any easier. 


“WE'RE TOLD THERE ARE S2 cos- 
tume changes in all,” Lynch says, 
“but John and I have never tried 
counting them ourselves.” You 
can't blame them for losing track; 
by the end of the play, Ullyatt and 
Lynch are switching characters and 
executing an apparently complete 
costume change practically every 
one or two minutes. 

“There’s three dressers backstage 
plus a stage manager,” Ullyatt says. 
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“And a professional wigger,” 
adds Lynch. “It’s very much a show 
about wigs. When we did the show 
in Calgary, I always looked like a cat 
had died on my head by the end of 
it, but this time we’re in the hands 
of a professional.” 

“I always feel terrible about 
that,” Ullyatt agrees. “He's an artist, 
he's always fussing with my hair and 
making it perfect and I’m always just 
throwing the wig on my head and 
shouting, ‘Come on! Forget it! I’ve 
gotta get onstage!’” 


THEATRE 


The techniques behind the play’s 
many quick changes are deceptively 
simple (those elaborate-looking 
dresses actually have big, hidden zip- 
pers that let Lynch and Ullyatt slip in 
and out of them pretty easily); doing 
them speedily is the trick. “I've 
always got Lord Edgar’s frockcoat on 
as my base costume,” Lynch 
explains. “And Jane goes on on top 
of that, and then the other charac- 
ters go on top of that—by that point, 
I look like Heidi coming down from 
the mountaintop. But if you do them 
fast, like when John goes back and 
forth between Lady Enid and Nicode- 
mus all around the fireplace, it’s pret- 
ty breathtaking to watch. From the 
audience’s perspective, that’s got to 


The monster mash 


Wade Lynch and 
John Ullyatt put their 
quick-change skills 
to the test in The 
Mystery of Irma Vep 


By PAUL 


the be the one where they go, ‘How 
the hell did they do that?” 


THIS IS THE SECOND TIME Ullyatt 
and Lynch have performed Inna Vep 
together, having scored a very suc- 
cessful run of the show last season at 
Calgary's Vertigo Theatre, a company 
that specializes in suspenseful mur- 
der mysteries. Vertigo’s bread and 
butter tends to be neatly constructed 
whodunits by the likes of Agatha 
Christie and Anthony Shaffer, and 
one wonders what their core sub- 
scribers must have thought of Irma 
Vep, with its cross-dressing actors, its 
unhinged sense of humour and a 
plot that, to put it kindly, doesn’t 
exactly make a hell of a lot of sense. 

“Someone was asking me recent- 
ly what the plot was,” Ullyatt says. 
“He was really pressing me to 
explain it, and I just wound up just 
saying, ‘It doesn’t matter.’ First of all, 
I can’t even explain it.” 

“There's no plot,” Lynch says. 
“Just a premise.” 

“John-Paul Fischbach, who 
directed it in Calgary, has been 
directing mysteries for years,” Ully- 
att says, “and at first he was really 
taking the time to make sure all the 
plot points were established and 
nailed down and so on. And then, at 
a certain point in rehearsal, Wade 
and I would explode into something 
and he'd go, ‘Let’s keep it!’” 


_ Soon, any pretense of a co} 
ent plot was thrown out ¢},.. | 
dow. “It kept progressing ;,\, 
point where the first previoy, ,...'° 
was, like, 45 minutes longe. .,. 
Was supposed'to be,” Lynch... 
“because of all the shtic). .’ 
added. There was all this stuj;.,,.° 
Lady Enid’s bush—on and 0, 
on about Lady Enid’s bush» 
IT WAS PERHAPS A Bit MUCH ;, 
Vertigo’s generally conservatiy, Sits 
scribers—and even Ullyat; ,,, 
Lynch realized they'd »,, 
departed a little too far from th 
text. “Yeah,” Ullyatt says, “we ;,.. 
a lot of that stuff out the ,.. 
day.... Hopefully now we've found 4 
balance between sticking to the 
script and having fun ourse|y. 
think the script is worth follow 
if we make it so that people « 
follow the story at all, then 
trouble.” 

“You've got to Stay focused 
Lynch says. “There are so man 
cues that you can’t lose contro} 

“W's organized mayhem,” U\\\), 
agrees. “There’s a lot of ¢; 
between Wade and myse|; 
between the two of us and the stag 
Management and the crew; we 4)\ 
have to know that even if the thino 
goes off the rails, we'll still get ¢: 
where we need to be eventually 
Usually, when | do improv, I'm 
scared shitless, but with this, | know 
that if I start to panic, there’s ; 
script with an ending or a cost unc 
change coming up that | can ciin; 
to. There’s a net protecting me. You 
know, the danger with any kind 
improv is that it all becomes j.: 
big wankfest and you don’t consid 
the audience. That’s what | | 
about this piece—it’s so immediat: 
You have to be there, in the theater: 
to get it. When you see a clip tron 
it on TV, it just looks so dumb.” 

“That’s right,” Lynch say 
“When you see it live, the audien 
is forced to enter and inhabit o1 
world. You can’t sit back; you're pa: 
of it. On TV, you miss the whol: 
context. I also don’t want it to be o1 
TV because there is no way | ever 
want to see myself doing this. Oh 
saw a clip of myself in drag in thi 
show and it was so sad: ‘Oh my God 
Iam so ugly!” 

“And I just looked huge,” Uilyat 
laughs. “I was in this yellow di 
and I was just enormous.” 

“] know! You were a couch! ! 
that down: John is a couch.” 

It’s nearly time for them to | 
the day’s rehearsals, and the two 
them are talking over top of 
other now, laughing giddily all © 
while. It’s at this moment tha! 
waitress comes over to our tab! 
“Do either of you need more ©° 
fee?” she asks. 

The two actors answer het | 
unison: “No!” they shout, and the! 
promptly resume joking with ea 
other. Hmmm. Something tells ""' 
that the opening-night perform ue 
of this play is going to run sligh 
overtime. © 
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THE MYSTERY OF IRMA VEP 
Directed by John-Paul Fischboc" 

Written by Charles Ludiam * Starring 
John Ullyatt and Wade Lynch ° 


Theatre, The Citadel * To May ' ” 
425-18 
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stories, and when it dawned 
can gang them all 
to a plot even though none 

of it adds up, | got so thrilled. Once I'm 

dealing with abstraction, | just go wild. 
VW: It’s the kind of play that 
_ seems to offer actors lots of space in 
ich to improvise and add jokes to 
: script. How do you feel about peo- 

ple departing from Ludlam’s words? 
EQ: Well, | feel that when actors ad 
lib, the play loses something. | saw a 
production once where the actors ad 
libbed the whole thing, and so when 
we were driving home, | told the guy 
to go to the actors and tell them to 
read their scripts and find everything 
that isn’t in there and take it out. My 
eeling is... you know, if you want to 
play, then write a play. | don’t 
want to be mean about it, but if you're 
ad libbing, then it’s not Charles’s play 
anymore. Your version of the play 
might be lovely, but don’t burden 


ARTS 


Wet secrets 


Tomoyo lhaya’s 
cartoonish 
drawings probe the 
mysteries of water 


By AGNIESZKA MATEJKO 


sk any art teacher (myself includ- 
ed) about their pet peeve and they 
ill probably respond with one 
word: “cartooning.” Call us a bunch 
of elitist, out-of-touch snobs if you 
like, but cartoons have a way of limit- 
ing an artist's ambitions. Once a stu- 
dent has done cartooning for any 
length of time, getting them to try 
any other kind of art is, well... like 
asking an accountant to write creative 
tax return forms. So, after struggling 
with student cartoon addictions for 
most of my teaching life, I never 
thought that any good could come 
out of this wildly popular artform. 
But Tomoyo Ihaya’s show of prints 
and installations Searching for 
Agua proved me wrong—utterly and 
delightfully wrong. 

Thaya is a respected visiting artist 
at the University of Alberta, well- 
trained in the obfuscations of acade- 
mia, yet her art unabashedly relishes 
in the humour and user-friendly 
influences of pop culture. “I think 
that it must be influenced by growing 
up with lots of cartoons,” she 
explains with a twinkle in her eye. 
“In my generation, everybody 
watched animation on TV.” Miracu- 
lously, all that cheap animation did- 
n't do her artwork any harm at all. 
Thaya’s prints draw you in with their 
warm, childlike demeanour—only to 
have you suddenly find yourself 
thinking about life and the meaning 
of the universe. If these are cartoons, 
then they're cartoons you could write 
a religious or philosophical thesis on. 
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That thesis would have to 

devote a few chapters to 
Thaya’s obsession with water. 
“| grew up near an ocean, 
where we have lots of rain,” 
explains Ihaya as she recalls 
her childhood in central 
Japan. After moving to 
Edmonton, she discovered 
“that there is a different 
quality of water wherever 
you go. This land is ancient, 
there is lots of coal, water 
here is very old.” 

But it was during her 
recent stay in Mexico that 
Ihaya’s current prints finally took 
form. “I saw so many people need- 
ing water,” she says. “I started think- 
ing of our relationship with water. 
Drinking water there is so essential. 
You can’t drink it from a tap. It’s 
necessary to buy drinking water. You 


will see water vendors selling water 
screaming ‘Agua, Agua!’” As Ihaya 
heard this call resounding across the 
sweltering city she realized how pro- 
foundly resonant that one word was; 
how one single element can touch 
so many aspects of our lives. 


AS IHAYA SAT in her hotel room in 
Mexico overlooking the sweltering, 
polluted cityscape, she began to cre- 
ate a “diary” of painted meditations 
on water, many of them involving 
small, almost comical figures, inhab- 
iting a world where water circulates 
in endless succession. Rain falls from 
fluffy clouds (some made of real 
fleece) onto the parched figures, fill- 
ing their stomachs and flowing down 
into rivers and lakes. This seemingly 
idyllic little world has an odd addi- 
tion though: some of the figures have 
long feeding tubes in their mouths, 
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which they use to take the water 
straight up from the clouds. 
ihaya’s friendly little figures in 
their fluffy cloud world tell a big 
Story. “We know that we need 
water,” Ihaya explains, “but we live 
in such a complex, distorted society 
that we don’t get pure nourishing 
water, not as simply as we used to.” 
In Mexico, she realized how strange 
our connection to water had 
become. Fresh water is sold in mar- 
kets, bottled, fed through hospital 
tubes, purified, carbonated, dis- 
tilled... everything but the pure 
spring water straight from its source. 
Yet we need water so desperately. 
“We have to get nourished, fed by 
water,” says Ihaya. “Without water, 
we can’t survive, we are composed 
75 per cent of water.” But in Ihaya’s 
“cartoon” world, water is more than 
just a squiggly line; to her this 
ancient element is a symbol of the 
desperate needs and strivings of 
humanity. “Water is essential for 
life,” she says. “It is also symbolic—it 
overlaps with spirituality. We need 
some kind of spirit. Heys and spiri- 
tuality] < Pie together.” 
SEARCHING FOR AGUA 
By Tomoyo /haya * SNAP Gallery * 
To Apr 24 


Lucky an 


Summer of My 


Amazing Luck is 


cluttered with gags, 
but its big heart 


“shines through: 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


Amazing 


ummer of My Amazing Luck is 

the story of Lucy, an 18-year-old 

single mom living in public hous- 
ing, sweating to make her meagre 
welfare cheque last to the end of the 
month and struggling to maintain 
her dignity as she raises her infant 
son Dill. That might sound like a 
pretty dreary premise for a play, but 
you should keep in mind that the 
script was written by Chris Craddock, 


who adapted it from the novel by 
Miriam Toews, neither of whom 
could tell a dreary story if they tried. 
Summer of My Amazing Luck is the 
precise opposite of a kitchen-sink 
drama—maybe you could call it a TV- 
remote comedy. Barely a single scene 
goes by where Craddock doesn’t flip 
the channel to some kind of 
humourous aside, flashback or fantasy 
sequence: when Lucy goes to be with a 
guy she’s met at a party, a Dr. Ruth- 
style sex therapist appears to critique 
his by-the-numbers lovemaking style, 
and when Lucy says that the Canadi- 
an social safety net caught her after 
she got pregnant, Craddock illustrates 
her point by showing a woman falling 
off a table and a friendly man catching 
her and saying “Gotcha!” Apparently, 
at one point, Craddock considered 
turning this story into an animated 
cartoon, and you can see that influ- 
ence in the finished play, with its fast 
pace, broadly drawn characters and 
reality-bending sense of humour. 

To some extent, all this clutter 
works in the play’s favour—there are 
about a dozen subplots in this thing, 
all lying around with the colourful 
haphazardness of toys on the floor of 
a house with a three-year-old living 
in it. The main engine of the play is 
a road trip to Colorado that Lucy 
(Beth Graham) takes with her best 
friend and fellow single mother Lish 
(Caroline Livingstone); the reasons 
for the trip are really too complicated 
to explain, but suffice it to say that 
it’s the result of a well-meaning lie 
Lucy tells to cheer Lish up but which 
gets wildly out of hand. But in fact, 
we spend just as much time on that 


plot as we do with the various other 
women living with Lucy and Lish in 
the “Have-a-Life” house, not to men- 
tion Lish’s relationship with her 
father, Lucy’s relationship with her 
father, the effects of the 1997 Win- 
nipeg flood and a blackmail plot 
against the hypocritical welfare min- 
ister who wants to take away the 
child tax credit for mothers on social 
assistance. Craddock really makes 
you feel like you're enterting a dense- 
ly populated world full of lively, 
funny, interesting people. 


AND YET, for a play packed so full of 
characters and incidents, Summer of 
My Amazing Luck feels a little slight 
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once it’s all over. I think that’s partly 
because Lucy, the main character, 
doesn't really take much of a journey 
over the course of the play; she does- 
n't face any major crises or make any 
big moral choices or come to any sig- 
nificant epiphanies at the end of it 
all. I think putting the whole trip to 
Colorado at the centre of the play is 
a mistake—the real heart of the story 
ought to be Lucy’s relationship with 
her son and the way she copes with 
being on welfare, whereas the road- 
trip plot not only puts the spotlight 
on Lish but it also uproots the action 
from Have-a-Life, a fresh, vividly 
evoked setting which seems like the 
play’s natural home. 

This is going to sound a little per- 
verse in a review of a comedy, but I 
wonder if this play has too many jokes 


in it. Craddock’s writing is as effore. 
ly bright and funny as ever, 
some scenes I think the humanit in 
the reality of the characters ae 
amidst the flurry of one-line a 
sight gags (as hilarious a; one ie 
them are). There are also » By : 
tangents that could easily be ;, bs 
I don’t know if we really Meed a 
the story of how Lish’s parents ie 
instance, and there’s a Skinny-qj : “a 
scene that’s cute but which ais, a 
n't tell us anything new and hoi. 
the story’s progress just When 
ought to be speeding toward a cliy 
But it’s hard to hold any. tl 
flaws against the play, especial, - : 
they so obviously arise from 3 se 7 
desire to entertain the audience « 
genuine affection for the char;-.... 
It's a crowd-pleaser, al| tight 
even if its jokes have a whiff OF tH 
sitcom about them and its aa 7 
of Lucy as the adorably guil i 
plucky innocent sometimes ;. 
culated, its sharp observation 
society's attitude toward we; 
provide the play with son 
needed satirical sting. (Craddoct , 
Toews are especially smart abou; tha 
way the government treats welf,y, 
moms as if they were children—m,} 
ing them feel guilty about havin; 
or going on vacation because 
“unfair to the taxpayer.) I feel amaz 
ingly lucky to have seen it. @ 
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SUMMER OF MY AMAZING LUG 
Directed by Bradley Moss © Written 
Chris Craddock ® Starring Beth Gri 
Chris Craddock and Caroline Livingstone 
* The Roxy (10708-124 St) © To Apr 24 


astrology 


By ROB BREZSNY 


| think you're ready for your once-a-decade 
reminder from Anais Nin about the hazards 
of not growing. | first brought her pithy 
quote to the attention of the Aries tribe back 
in 1993. It had a salubrious effect on many 
of you, dissolving some of your crystallized 
fears and speeding up your evolution. Let’s 
hope it works the same magic this time: 
“The day came when the risk it took to 
remain tight inside the bud was more 
painful than the risk it took to blossom.” 
(P.S. Think back to where you were in 1993. 
It's time for you to leap to the next level as 
you resume working on a long-term project 
you began back then.) 


My LTAURUS ——soez0-y 20 


Every year of their adult lives, male Emperor 
penguins in Antarctica spend 60 consecu- 
tive days standing out in the frigid wastes 
without food as they guard and brood the 
eggs containing their offspring. Their ordeal 
reminds me a little of the story of your life 
lately, Taurus. You've been out in the cold 
doing your duty for a long time. But | 
believe youre ready to do something akin 
to what the male penguins do when the 
babies finally hatch and the mothers return 


from their 60-day vacations: feast and rest, 
rest and feast. 


| GEMINI 


If you're like most people, you have an ail- 
ment you've learned to live with. It’s bother- 
some though not incapacitating. Maybe 
you've tried various treatments for it, but it 
never quite goes away, or it recedes for a 
while and returns in force. That’s the bad 
news. The good news, Gemini, is that you 


” May 21 - June 


now have extra power to zap that nagging 


malady. | suggest you start the process by 
having a dialogue with the affected part of 
your body. Explain to it why you really want 
it to heal itself now. Next step: devote your- 
self to doing the research and getting the 
help that brings a total cure. 


A reviewer in-the San Francisco Chronicle said 


this about Judy Budnitz’s book Nice Big 
American Baby: “Reading Budnitz’s stories is 
like experiencing the exhilaration of flight 
with the queasiness of vertigo. She can take 
you to new heights, but don’t expect a 
comfortable ride.” While this may be a 
good assessment of the book, it’s also an 
apt description of your immediate future, 
Cancerian. According to my analysis of the 
astrological omens, you will be veering back 
and forth between feelings akin to a raptur- 
ous flying dream and a dizzying free-fall. 
Don’t worry: there‘ll be a mostly happy 
ending, even if you feel a bit seasick as you 
arrive in the winner's circle. 


Henry David Thoreau took his relationship 
with nature as seriously as he did his con- 
nections with people. “I frequently 


tramped eight or 10 miles,” he said, “to 
keep an appointment with a beech tree or 
a yellow birch or an old acquaintance 
among the pines.” This is an attitude | 
encourage you to emulate in the coming 
weeks, Leo. Non-human life forms will 
have a lot to give you. The great outdoors 
should be a classroom where you seek wis- 
dom that will help you solve your most 
pressing questions, as well as a temple 
where you can go to bask in the presence 
of lively and surprising truths. 


MAME VIRGO sagzs-sntz 


Two Indian mountain climbers recently got 
married in a place that symbolized the fear- 
lessness they want to bring to their alliance. 
Along with the officiating priest, they hung 
2,000 feet in the air, suspended from ropes 
between two mountains. | suggest you 
regard them as your metaphorical role mod- 
els in the coming weeks, Virgo. You'll be get- 
ting unprecedented opportunities ta. enjoy 
adventures that involve collaboration, blend- 
ing and unification. Take imaginative advan- 
tage of those opportunities. 


STMIUBRA—sanzs-ee 


You've heard about horse whisperers, peo- 
ple who have a deeply intuitive, almost 
psychic rapport with horses. You may have 
also heard about baby whisperers, those 
who specialize in reading the body lan- 
guage and secret thoughts of infants. Well 
you, my dear Libra, currently seem to have 
the skills of a dove whisperer. If you like, 
you could probably achieve a mind-meld 
with those birds in the coming weeks. Per- 
haps more importantly, you will also pos- 
sess the unusual blend of powers that 
doves have symbolized throughout history: 
to bring peace, to cultivate tender intimacy 
and to bless lust. 


SCORPIO sctzs-novz 


The World Cow Chip Throwing Contest will 
be held this week in Beaver, Oklahoma. If 
you've got the time and inclination, | suggest 


you attend. It would be especially fortuitous if - 


you not only watched the festivities, but also 
got a chance to compete. One way or anoth- 
er, Scorpio, you're going to have urges to 
sling dung—either the metaphorical or actual 
variety—and it would be far better to do it in 
a setting where such activity is sanctioned. 
That way, no reputations will be tweaked and 
no one will get hurt. If you can't make it to 
Beaver, you should maybe arrange your own 
Cow Chip Throwing Contest in the nearest 
pasture. If you're an urban dweller, it would 
be worth driving out to the sticks. 


oa [SAGITTARIUS sw z-oe 2 


“| have never met a person whose greatest 
need was anything other than real, uncondi- 
tional love,” said Elizabeth Kubler-Ross. 
While that observation always applies to 
you, Sagittarius, it’s especially true now. 
More than at any other time in the past 11 
months, you require a flood of profuse, no- 
strings-attached love. | urge you to go out 
and do whatever's necessary to get it. By the 
way, you would also derive stupendous ben- 
efits from doling out lavish amounts of 
unconditional love. Your top priority, there- 
fore, should be to both receive and give 
over-the-top generosity. ~ 


OM STCAPRIGORN x rsa 


The Mojave Indians once had a tradition of 
“Great Tellings.” Members of the tribe 
would gather together for many hours, 
sometimes over the course of a few days, to 
hear storytellers unfold long narratives about 


their people's history, with great attention 


paid to major turning points and heroic 
adventures. | suggest that you arran 
version of a Great Telling for you and yours, 
Capricorn. You need to remember 
you came from. It’s a perfect moment to get 
in touch with your origins and refresh your 
self about all the influences that ed 
you to where you are today. 


(QQ TAQUARIS ns 


Speaking on behalf of the cosmic forces 
Aquarius, | urge you to unleash a whole hell ol 
a lot of gratitude in the coming week. i'm 0 
talking about mumbling a few shy v 
thanks here and there. | mean you 
uncork a fireworks display of extrav 
appreciation, delivered with boisterous 
and expansive body language. Express yo 
Gratitude as if you were addressing "0l | 
helper standing right in front of you 
person, animal, spirit, landscape and piant ‘ha 
has contributed to making your life 
it is. Proclaim your reverent, praise-filled j 
of thanks as if you were giving the who! 
verse its proper due for its many blessing 


me 


here 


“What | give form to in daylight 's ‘ 
per cent of what I have seen in aah" 
wrote the artist M.C. Escher. Though n°" ™ 
n't a Pisces, he could have been speaking 
you and your tribe when he said that - 
are the zodiac’s top explorer of the dark ; 
you're a connoisseur of vivid and exo" bie 
teries that are often hard to trans! 
terms other people can understa"° 
though | know you must sometimes *" 
about how much of your experience a 
den, you should feel proud if you ©! 
Escher, bring even one per cent of ie 
the sunlit realms. Now here's So™* 
good news: in the coming weeks, 
raise that to a whopping 10 per cer" 


you coum 
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Jked to actors John Kirk 
Hivatt, who will be appearing simultane- 
sly in two demanding one-person 
hows: Kirkpatrick will be down in the 
ice Theatre playing more than 40 char- 
ters in Becky Mode's Fually Committed 
{january 24-February 12), about an out- 
nf-work actor with a parade of 
rate customers at his day job, taking 
shone reservations at an ultra-trendy 
York restaurant; and Utlyatt will be 
n the Maclab Theatre playing more than 
30 characters in Quills playwright Doug 
Wright’s Tony- and Pulitzer-winning play 
Am My Own Wife (January 28-Febru- 
ry 19), about Charlotte von Mahlsdorf 
ée Lothar Berfelde), an East German 
an who managed to survive both the 
jazi and the Communist regimes while 
living openly as a woman. To use Bob 
Baker's cheeky phrase, it’s a “tour de 
force-off” the likes of which the Citadel 
has never seen. 
‘That's why they gave this play to 
me instead of Ullyatt,” Kirkpatrick jokes. 
ohn just couldn’t handle the extra 
0." Of course, neither actor is a 
ranger to ng lots of multiple roles: 
att and both embodied 
bout 10 eee. season ago 
the popular production of 
tones in His Pockets. “There's no tricks 
io doing it,” Kirkpatrick says. “It just 
akes rehearsal hard. You certainly 
lon’t, by tch of the imagina- 
on, go into Reto tasers 
once; | just try to do the play and work 
the characters so that they’re as dif- 
fent as possible from me and the 
lory’s main character.” 
—_ meanwhile, was just a day 
ay from pening night for another 
ulti-character extravaganza, Charles 
of Irma Vep. But 


too, it's a far cry 
comedy of Irma Vep. 
tiot,” - says. “It's a 
ory. | don’t know 
, evening will be like, 
‘gentle’ is the word that comes to 
oe ante fae something 

‘t done in a long time. I'm look- 
9 forward to bei 


‘will reteam Baker with Jan Alexan- 


n 
ra S$ Lorne Kennedy, who 


“starred in his wonderful production of 


Present Laughter a couple of seasons ago; 
the great Frank Loesser musical Guys and 
Dolls (February 11-March 19); and a new 
version of Peter Pan (April 29-june 4) by 
Tom Wood, which transposes the story to 
the Depression-era Alberta prairie. The 
production is designed to potentially 
become an annual, take-the-family 
Citadel event along the lines of A Christ- 
mas Carol (December 2-23), which 
returns this season for its sixth and likely 
final year, with Wood, Larry Yachimec and 
Julien Arnold all reprising their original 
performances as Ebenezer Scrooge, Jacob 
Marley and Bob Cratchit. 

It’s traditionally the Rice Theatre 
Series where Baker programs his more 
adventurous and potentially controver- 
sial productions, and this year is no 
exception. Sandwiching the more light- 
hearted Fully Committed are two plays 
that tackle hot-button issues worlds 
away from Guys and Dolls—child mur- 
der and religion. British playwright Bry- 
ony Lavery’s Tony-nominated Frozen 
(October 25-November 13) concerns 
an academic whose daughter was killed 
five years earlier, the loner who com- 
mitted the crime and the doctor who is 


“trying to determined the extent to 


which the killer’s actions were caused 
by his upbringing. It’s a demanding 
play—both in form (many of the scenes 
consist of intricately interwoven mono- 
logues) and in theme (Lavery asks 
whether it is ever possible to forgive a 
pedophile killer). And Rick Miller's irrev- 
erent, God-tweaking “multi-media 
mass” Bigger Than Jesus (April 5-23) 
returns to Edmonton after a workshop 
production at Catalyst Theatre. 

The Citadel's KidsPlay Series also 
returns next year with three produc- 
tions: William Kurelek’s nostalgic hock- 
ey tale A Prairie Boy’s Winter 
(November 22-December 4), Paula 
Wing's The Mari Whose Mother Was 
a Pirate (March 7-19) and the Tony- 
nominated full-length musical A Year 
With Frog and Toad (October 1-16). 

But perhaps an even more exciting 
gesture towards the next generation of 
theatre is represented by the newly 
established Joseph H. Shoctor Award, 
whose recipient will land an eight- 
month salaried position with the 
Citadel that will see them doing every- 
thing from assisting the directors of 
main season productions to sitting in 
on board meetings. “It’s designed,” 
Baker says, “to take young theatre pro- 
fessionals who are already on the road 
to becoming directors and to turn 
them into artistic directors.” 


Gwen and ink 


The nominees for the Gwen Pharis 
Ringwood Award for Drama were 
announced last week—that’s one of 
the prizes the Writers Guild of Alberta 
gives out at the annual Alberta Book 
Awards. The sole Edmontonian among 
the three nominees is Stewart 
Lemoine, for his Teatro Trilogy; he’s up 
against Karen Hines for her collection 
of Pochsy Plays and Ken Cameron for 
My One and Only, which receives its 
Edmonton premiere at Workshop West 
on April 29. The winners will be 
announced at a gala at the Hotel Mac- 
donald on May 14. © 
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Fax your free listings to 426-2889 or 
e-mail them to Glenys at 

com 
Deadline Is Friday at 3pm 


CARMEN Timms Centre for the Arts, U of A Campus, 87 
Ave, 112 St (428-6839 ext. 1/451-8000) * Presented by 
Alberta Ballet, choreography by Jean Grand-Maitre * Until 
Apr. 16 (8pm, 2pm) * $145-$160 (season tickets) « 
Tickets available at TicketMaster 


Paya eager Azimuth Theatre, 11315-106 
. * Featuring choreographers Tracy Friesen, 
Raena Waddell and Linda Tumbull * Sun, Apr. 17 Gpm) . 
515 * Proceeds going to help produce the Dance Gala 


RODA DE CAPOEIRA The Capoeira Academy, 10540- 
Jasper Ave (709-3500) « Every Sat (3-4pm) * Free pertor- 
mance of a Brazilian fusion of martial arts, dance, and 
music, invented by African slaves 


GALLERIES/MUSEU 


AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 jasper Ave (482-2854) 
* THREE VISIONS OF LAND AND SKY: Artworks by David 
Edwards, Richard Herman, and Stuart Slind; until Apr. 22 « 
GARDEN PATH: Paintings by Nancy Day; Apr. 23-May 12 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186-106 St 
(488-6611) * Open Mon-Sat 10am-Spm (closed all hols) « 
Main Gallery: REFLECTIONS; THE FREE SPIRITS: Fibre art- 
works by Ann Haessel and Vickie Newington Barbara |. 
West; until May 21 = Gallery: MUSINGS ON 
MY FIRST NINE LIVES: Mixed media artworks by Joan Irvin; 
until May 21 * ARTSTRAVIGANT FACES: Fibre art portraits 
by Wendy Rao; until May 21 


ART BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne Street, St. Albert (459- 
3679) * BACKLANE BLUE AND OTHER HUES: Oil paintings 
by Kari Duke = Until Apr. 16 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 3 Fi, 10217-106 St (439- 
9532/423-2966) * Open: Thu S-8pm or by appointment 
° END OLYMPIA: Artworks of the female form * Until 
Apri 


BEARCLAW GALLERY 10403-1 24 St (482-1204) « 
Artworks by Norval Morrisseau, Daphne Odjig, Roy 
Thomas, Jane Ash Poitras, George Littlechild, Joane 
Cardinal-Schubert, jim Logan, Maxine Noel, Aaron 

Paquette and others 


CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE L’ALBERTA 9103-95 Ave 
(461-3427) * WOMEN COALITION: Oil paintings by 
Leanne Carrobourg, mixed media works by Doris 
Charest, watercolours by Roma Newcombe, loom 
works by Les Tisserandes, artworks by Flora Malbecq 
Coutu * Until Apr. 20 


CHRISTL BERGSTROM’S RED GALLERY 9621-32 Ave 
(439-8210) * FLESH-SEYOND THE SURFACE: Oil paintings 
by Christ! Bergstrom * Until May 14 


COLLECTIV CONTEMPORARY ART AND DESIGN 
SHOP 6507-112 Ave (491-0002) * Open: Wed-Fri 12- 
6pm, Sat 10-6pm, Sun 12-4pm * 


DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 St (488-4445) 
SPRING SHOW: Group show of gallery artists * Sat, Apr. 
20 (2-4pm) 


DOWNTOWN 5ST. ALBERT Various locations downtown 
St. Albert (466-4310) * QUILT WALK: Presented by the St. 
Albert Quilters’ Guild * Until May 1 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir Winston Churchill Sq 
(422-6223) * Open Tue-Wed and Fri 10:30am-Spm; Thu 
10:40am-8pm; Sat, Sun 1am-Spm. Closed Mon * FROM 
NEAR AND FAR: Artworks that explore Canada as a multi- 
cultural society; until May 23 « 19TH CENTURY FRENCH 
REALIST MASTERWORKS FROM THE NATIONAL GALLERY OF 
CANADA; until May 29 * Realism In Art Lecture 
Series: Fashioning Femininity: Tissot'’s Paintings of 
Parisiennes, presented by Anne Dymond; Thu, Apr. 21 
(7pm) * BETWEEN BORDERS; Until june 19 * EYE FOR 
ARCHITECTURE: Photographs by James Dow; until May 8 * 
RE: BUILDING THE WORLD: Artists’ interpretation of archi- 
tecture; until May 8 * Investigating architecture: 
James Dow exhibition tour, Sat, Apr. 16 (1pm); Envisioning 
Place: Dwelling and Psychology panel discussion, Sat, Apr. 
16 (2-Spm) = Kitchen Gallery: OBSERVANCES: 
PAINTINGS OF SURVEILLANCE CAMERAS: By David Janzen; 
until May 8 * Children’s Gallery: TIR-NA-NOG (FOREVER 
YOUNG): By Spider Yardley-Jones * $9 (adult)/$6 (stu- 
dent/senior)/$3 (child 6-12)/free (member/child 5 and 
under) 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO 12419 Stony Plain Rd (482- 
1402) * Open Tue by appt. only, Wed-Fri 10am-5:30pm, 
Sat 10am-4pm, closed long weekends * COLLECTION 
2005; Rotating show of artists works 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd Fl, 8303-112 St 
* Open: Mon-Fri 8am-4pm * MOSTLY TREES: Artworks 
by Louise Rae * Until Apr. 20 


FAB GALLERY Room 1-1, Fine Arts Building, 112 St. 89 
Ave, U of A Campus (492-2081) * Open Tue-Fri 10am- 
Spm; Sat 2-Spm * DEPARTURES: FROM HERE TO 
THERE/FROM THERE TO HERE: U of A bachelor of design 
graduation exhibition * Until Apr. 23 * Opening recep- 
tion: Thu, Apr. 14 (7-10pm) 


FORT DOOR 10308-8) Ave (432-7535) * Open: Mon- 
Wed, Sat 10am-6pm, Thu-Fri 10am-9pm, Sun 12-Spm * 
Open Mon-Wed, Sat 10-6, Thu, Fri 10-9, Sun 12-5 * 
Eskimo soapstone carvings of bears by Salia Kelley. 
Eskimo and Indian silver and gold jewellery by M. Talio * 
Through April 

FRINGE GALLERY Bsmt 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) * 
Open: Mon-Sat 9:30-6pm * * STRICT MACHINE: Acrylic 
and graphite on canvas by Cynthia Gardiner * Through. 
April 

FRONT GALLERY 12312 Jasper Ave (488-2952) = 
Photographs and drawings by Steve Burger * Apr. 23- 
mid May 


GALLERY WALK Agnes Bugera Gallery, Bearclaw 
Gallery, Douglas Udell Gallery, Front Gallery, Scott 
Gallery, West End Gallery * Sat, Apr. 23 (10am-Spm); 
Sun, Apr. 24 (noon-4pm) 

GRANT MacEWAN CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 10045-156 
St (4977-4470) * Artworks by graduates of Grant 
MacEwan’s fine arts program * Apr. 23-28 

HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) * Open 
Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 12-4pm * CHAIN MAKING: 
Installation by Suzanne Caines; until Apr. 16 * CONSUMP- 


TUOUS: Photographs by Shelley Miller; Apr. 21 May 21; 
Opening reception; Thu, Apr. 21 (7-10pm) * Front 
Room: GAME PLAN: Paintings by Kim Sala; until Apr. 16 + 
A CONCESSION TO OBSESSION: Paintings by Ashley Andel; 
Apr. 21-May 21; opening reception: Thu, Apr. 21 (7- 
10pm) 

JASPER MUSEUM 400 mid Lake Rd, jasper (780-852- 
3013) * Open Thu-Sun ttl . Gatien ee 
ings by Tristan Overy * Until Apr.-24 


JEFF ALLEN ART GALLERY Strathcona Place Senior 
Centre, 10831 University Ave (433-5807) « Open Mon- 
Fri 9am-4pm * Drawings and paintings by Ghodssi 
Raxayy and friends from the Iranian community in 
Edmonton * Until May S 


JOHNSON GALLERY 7711-85 St (465-6171) * Open 
Mon-Fri 9am-5:30pm, Sat 10am-Spm * Artworks by Sheila 
Cline, Marilyn Rife, Jim Cupido, Shirley Thomas, Raymond 
Cox, jim Painter. Pottery by Helena Ball, western bronzes 
by Gina McDougall-Dohoe * Through April 


JOHNSON GALLERY 11817-80 St (479-8424) * Open 
Mon-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm * Artworks by 
Daye Ripley, Don Sharpe, jim Brager. Etchings by Thelma 
Manarey. Silkscreens and serigraphs by Josh Kakegamic, 
Sam Ash, Jackson Beardy, Garry Meeches, Richard 
Bedwash, Isaac Bignell and Paul Williams « Through April 


LATITUDE 53 10248-106 St (423-5353) * ALBERTA 
WILDLIFE: Artworks by Tom Baggeleyk, Penny Buckner, 
Paul James Coutts and others * Until May 7 


LETTLE CHURCH GALLERY Spruce Grove (962-0664) = 
WHAT IS LIFE ABOUT: Artworks by More Than Seven * 
Until Apr. 30 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St (407- 
7152) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 1-8pm « 
UGHTNESS OF BEING: Artworks by members of the 
Sculptors’ Association of Alberta * Until May 1 


MCPAG MULTICULTURAL PUBLIC ART GALLERY 
5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) * Open; Mon-Sat 
10am-4pm Sun 10am-6:30pm * CONSIDER THE LILIES 
Paintings by Glenda Hope Lewiseh; unti May 1 


MULTICULTURAL HERITAGE CENTRE Dining Room 
Gallery, 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) * Rug hook- 
ing display * Until Apr 28 * Demonstrations: Apr. 16- 
17, Apr. 23-24 (1-3pm) 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 St. Anne Street, St. 
Albert (459-1528) * Open Mon-Sat 10am-Spm; Sun 1- 
Spm * SEAMS LIKE OLDE TYMES: Heritage quilts from 
across Canada * Until Apr. 30 


MUTTART CONSERVATORY 9626-964 St (496-2925) « 
HERE COME THE BRIDE: Spring flowering bulbs in the 
Show Pyramid; until June S 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS Stollery 
Gallery, 9702-111 Ave (474-7611) * Open Mon-Fri 
10am-2pm, Sat 1}0am-noon * THE PATH OF PROMISE: 
photographs by Jeffery Davis of the Tibetan Nuns exiled 
in India * Until Apr. 23 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron Street, St. 
Albert (460-4310) * Open Tue-Fri 12-Spm; Sat 2-6pm * 
THERE'S SOMETHING ABOUT A FAT QUARTER: Quilts from 
across Alberta presented by the St. Albert Quilters’ Guild; 
until Apr. 30 * Art Ventures: Create quilt blocks (6-1 2yrs); 
$2; Apr. 16 (14pm) * Curator walk and talk: Thu, Apr. 14 
(7-9pm); $5/$4 (member) 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA 12845-102 Ave 
(453-9100) * Open Mon-Sun 9am-Spm * SYNCRUDE 
CANADA ABORIGINAL PEOPLES GALLERY: Spans 11,000 years 
and 500 generations, people of the past and present, 
recordings, film, lights, artifacts and more. Permanent 
exhibit * FACES OF SALT: Until May 14 * EDMONTON 
GRADS: Until May 1 * OUR ALBERTA: Alberta Photographic 
Society; until May 20 * The Natural History Gallery: + 
BUG ROOM: Live Invertebrate display. Permanent exhibit « 
THE BIRD GALLERY: Mounted birds. Permanent exhibit « 
TREASURES OF THE EARTH: Geology collection. Permanent 
exhibit * WILD ALBERTA GALLERY: Permanent exhibit * Wild 
Alberta every weekend. Presentations start at 1pm and 2pm 
* Admission is half price Sat and Sun (9-11am) * Terrace: 
BIG THINGS 3: Large-scale sculpture; until Sept. 13 


ROWLES AND COMPANY GALLERY 101 30-103 St (426- 
4035) * Open Mon-Fri 9am-Spm, Sat 12-Spm * 
Watercolours by Frances Alty-Arscott, Jeanne Findlay, Sigrid 
Behrens; oils by Audrey Pfannmuller, George Schwindt, 
Bruce Thompson; acrylics by Steve Mitts, Elaine Tweedy, 
Angela Grootelaar; sculpture by Rogelio Menz; blown glass 
by Darren Petersen, Susan Gottselig, Mark Gibeau * 
Westin Hotel (Lobby): Oils by Nel Kwiatkowska; (Pradera 
Room); Oils by Audrey Pfannmuller 


SCOTT GALLERY 104) 1-124 St (488-3619) * Open Tue- 
Sat 10am-Spm * CHINATOWN TANGO, TOO: Mixed media 
artworks by Dick Der * BORDERLINE: New paintings by 
Marianne Wachtel * Until Apr. 19 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) » Open Tue-Sat 
(12-Spm) * SEARCHING FOR AGUA: Printworks by Tomoyo 
thaya * Until Apr 30 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY GALLERY Main Foyer, 7 
Sir Winston Churchill Sq, 100 St, 102 Ave * Mixed media 
paintings by Shelley Rothenburger; until Apr. 29 « 
Theatre Foyer Gallery (bsmt): FROM THE TREASURE 
CHEST: Artworks by Thaneah; until Apr. 30 


STUDIO GALLERY 143 Grandin Park Plaza, St. Albert 
(460-5990) * INTERPRETATIONS OF TEXTURE: Artworks by 
gallery artists * Until Apr, 30 


TU GALLERY 10718-124 St (452-9664) * Open Tue-Sat 
10am-Spm* Photographs and furniture * Throughout 
April 

URBAN ROOTS 10/43-82 Ave * THEO’S SALOON: 
Artworks by Tony Baker and Tim Rechner * Apr. 14-June 
14 * Opening reception: Thu, Apr. 14 (7-10pm) 


VAAA GALLERY 3rd Fi, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St 
(421-1731) * JOURNEYS: Featuring fibre art by Anna 
Hergert and watercolour landscapes by Wilfred Chiu; 
until Apr. 16 * PAINTED PASSIONS: Paintings by Karen 
Aulik-Now, Lyla Couzens, Karin Richter, and Kathryn 
Sherman; Apr, 21-May 21; opening reception: Thu, Apr. 
21 (7-9:30pm) 


VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10183-112 St (452-0286) « 
Open Tue-Sat 10am-S:30pm * Spring group show featur- 
ing artworks by James Lahey, Robert Scott, David 
Alexander, Greg Hardy, Isla Bums, Linda Lindemann, 
Jennifer Bowes, Sam Lam, Amy Claire Huestis, and Sara 
MacCulloch * Until Apr. 28 


WEST END GALLERY 12308 Jasper Ave (488-4892) * 
THE LOVE IS IN THE AIR: Artworks by Elene Gamache; 
Until Apr. 22 * WEEKEND WANDERINGS: Paintings by Paul 
Jorgensen; Apr, 16-29; opening reception: Apr. 16 (1- 
4pm), artist in attendance 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 10324 Whyte Ave, upsairs 
(914-8620) * The Raving Poets Live: open stage poetry = ‘ 
Every Tuesday (8pm sign-up) 


LAURIE GREENWOODS’ VOLUME if 1 2433-102 Ave (482. 
2665) * Sharon Butala reads from her new book Lilac Moor: 
Dreaming of the Real West; Thu, Apr. 14 (7:20pm) 


UBRARY PARKADE Sir Winston Churchill Sq (496-1856) « 
Spring booksale: books, paperbacks, movies and music for ai 
ages* Apr. 16-17 


NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper fe * Music, poetry, and 
performance art open stage hasted by the Naked Eclectic 
Bectric Orchestra * Every Thu (2pm) 


RED STRAP 97 St, 103 Awe * Stroll with Music, Stroll of Poets 
Spring series: Poetry set to music hosted by Existential 
Aphrodisiac * Apr. 16 (3pm) 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY CENTRE FOR READING 
AND THE ARTS Sir Winston Churchill Sq (496-7063) « 
Reading by Brad Steel, author of Mute * Thu, Apr 14 


(12:10pm) < 


STEEPS TEA 11116-82 Ave + Stroll of Poets spring series « 
Apr. 14 (7pm) 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard (469- 
4999) * Thu 8:30pm, Fri 8:30pm, Sat 8pm and 10:30pm * 
Dale Downing; Apr. 14-16» Dave Stawnichy; Apr. 21 « Harry 
Doupe; Apr. 22-23 

THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 8832-170 St 
(483-5999) * Shaw times nightly at Spm; weekends 8pm and 
10:30pm * Scott Henry and Shawn Gramiak; Apr. 14-17 « 
Silly Sundays for Kids with magician Sheldon Casavant and 
Dan the Balloon Man; Sun, Apr. 17 * Get hypnotized: 
Sheldon Fingler; Tue, Apr. 19'* Improv Extravaganza with Skit 
For Brains; Wed, Apr, 20 * David Acer with Skit For Brains, 

Apr. 21-24 » Silly Sundays for kids: Doubting Dave, Ron 
Pearson and Dan the Balloon Man; Sun, Ape. 24 


WUNDERBAR HOFBRAUHAUS 8120 101 St (436-2286) + 
The Lederhoosers Super Comedy Dryhump * Every Fri 
(8:30pm) © Free 


YUK YUK'S KOMEDY KABERET Londonderry Mall (481- 
9857) * Doc Barham; Apr. 14 * Dustin Diamond: Apr. 15-16 


HEATRE 


ART SHOW Jekyll and Hyde Pub, 105 St, 100 Ave (489- 
* Comedy sketches * Until Apr. 16 * $10 (door) 


BECOMING SHARP Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (434- 
5564) * Kim McCaw directs Vanessa Holrves, Coralie Cairns 
and Rebecca Starr in the world premiere of David Belke’s 
comedy about a novice author who thinks she's landed the 
Job of a lifetime ghost-writing books for 2 celebrated mys- 
tery novelist, only to discover the task is much more nerve- 
wracking than she ever counted on * Apr. 21-May & (Tue- 
Sat 8pm, Sat-Sun 2pm) * Preview (Wed, Apr. 20): $8; Sat 
matinee: Pay-What-You-Can (door); Tuesdays: Two-for-one 
(door); Wed, Thu, Sun matinees: $15 
(studenU/seniar); Fri-Sat evenings: $20 ( 
dent/senior) * Tickets available at TIX c 


COW-BOY POETRE La Cité Francophone, 8427. 
1757/469-8400) « Daniel Coumoyer directs joey Lespérance 
(Crystal Plamondon, Steve jodoin and jason Kodie in Life After 
Hockey playwright Kenneth Brown's new play about a rising 
rodeo performer whose love affair with the wife of a more 
established star exposes him to the harsh realities that Be 
behind the romantic image of the cowboy lifestyle * Uni Apr. 
17 (8pm); Sun, Ape. 17 (2pm) * $19 (adult)/S14 (student) + 
Tickets available at La Librairie Le Carrefour, LUniThéatre, TIX 
on the Square 


DIE-NASTY! Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433-3399) + 
An all-star cast of the city’s top comic actors travel back to the 
Middle Ages—a time when love was courtly, desire was sinful 
and personal hygiene was suspect at best—for the 14th season 
of Edmonton's only live, improvised soap opera * Every Mon 
(8pm) until May 30 * $10 (door) 


‘THE INCREDIBLE ADVENTURES OF MARYJANE MOSQUL 
TO Stanley A Milner Ubrary Theatre, 7 Sir Winston Churchill 
Sq (420-1757) * Tomson Highway's children’s play about a 
diminutive insect who uses her powerful voice as a weapon 
against her cruel friends who tease her for having been bom 
without wings * Apr. 16, 23 (2pm and 7pm), Ape. 17 (2pm) * 
$12 (adult)/$10 (student/seniior)/$7 (children 12 and under) + 
Tickets available at TIX on the Square 


MUNCHA BUNCHA MUNSCH The Citadel, Maciab Theatre, 
9828-101A Ave (425-1820) * Vern Thiessen directs Kirn 
McCaw’s adaptation of five stories by beloved children's author 
Robert Munsch: / Have to Go, Pigs, Murmel, Murmel, Mune, 
Good Families Don’t and Wort and See * Apr. 16-May 1 


MY ONE AND ONLY La Cite Francophone, 8627-91 St 
(420-1757) * Ron Jenkins directs Apni Banigan and Chris 
Fassbender in Ken Cameron’s quirky coming-of-age tale, set 
in Banff in 1952, about a 15-year-old boy who falls madly in 
love with Marilyn Monroe, who has come to town with 
Robert Mitchum to film River of No Return for director Otto 
Preminger * Apt, 29-May 8 * $30 (opening night)/$18 
(adult)/$15 (student/senior) * Tickets available at TIX on the 
Square 


THE MYSTERY OF IRMA VEP The Citadel, Rice Theatre, 
9828-101A Ave (425-1820) * John Paul Fishbach directs Wade 
Lynch and John Ullyatt in Charles Ludiam’s uprosnous, iten- 
tionally ludicrous “penny dreadful,” a madcap Gothic tale 
involving a werewolf, a vampire, a mummy, 3 prosthetic limb 
and several juicy murders « Until May 1 


OH SUSANNA! Varscona Theatre 10329-83 Ave (433-3399) + 
The Euro-style variety spectacle * Sat, Ape. 23 (11pm) * Tickets 
available at the box office 


SNOWFLAKE Westbury Theatre, Arts Bams, 10330-84 Ave 
(448-9000) * Gale Lajoye’s enchanting chidren’s play about a 
kind-hearted street vagrant with the uncanny ability to trans- 
form the simplest of discarded objects into props and 
items of wonder © Until Ape. 17 $18.19 (aduit/$13.91 (st 
dent/senior)/$1 1.77 (child) 


SUMMER OF MY AMAZING LUCK The Roxy, 10708-124 St 
(453-2440) © Bradley Moss directs Beth Graham, Chris 
‘Craddock and Caroline Livingstone in Chins Craddock’s edapta- 
tion of Miriam Toews's novel, @ pointed comedy about 8 wet- 
fare mom who embarks on a road tip to Colorado in search of 
the fire-eating busker who fathered her friend's chitdren * Unsi 
‘Ape. 24 (Tue-Sat Spm, Sun 2pm) * $21/S17; Sat $22/S18 


THE WIZARD OF OZ Mayfieid Dinner Theatre, Mayfield Inn, 
16615-109 Ave (483-4051) * Apr. TSjune 26 
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CLUBS/LECTURES 


ANTL-DRUG MARCH Avenue Lacombe (403- 
782-3381, ext. 4053) © Sat, Apr. 16 (3pm) 


BOREAL ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISM 7, 6328A- 
104 St; every Thu (6:30-8:30) * Organic Roots, 8225- 
122 St * Every third Thu (6:30pm) 


‘COUNCIL OF CANADIANS MEETING Grandin 
Green Building, 9708-110 St (429-4500) * 
Edmonton Chapter development meeting * Wed, 
Apr. 20 (7-8:30pm) 


EARTH UNDER FIRE Stanley A. Milner Library, 

Edmonton Room (429-4501) * Presentation by jim 

Byme on the devastation of our water supply * Fri, 
Weapr. 22 
FAIR VOTE EDMONTON Abby Road Housing Co- 
op, Common Rm, 10950 Whyte Ave * Fair Vote 
Edmonton's annual general meeting * Apr. 18 
(7:30pm) 
GOOD GROWING EDMONTON Northgate Lion's 
Senior Citizen's Recreation Centre, 7524-113 St (496- 
4999) * Community fair featuring displays on recy- 
cling yard waste, maintaining tree health, recognizing 
good and bad bugs, and harvesting rainwater * Sat, 
Apr. 23 (10am-Ipm) © Free 


THE GREAT WARMING Department of Public 
Health Sciences, Bldg 152, 11350-83 Ave, Rm 2-117 
CSB (492-6408) * Viewing of episode 3, Our 
Children’s Planet; Wed, Apr. 20 (noon-12:50pm) * 
Panel discussion with Joseph A Doucet, Karen 
McDonald, and Colin Saskolne; Wed, Apr. 27 (noon- 
12:50pm) 


LIVING POSITIVE www.edmiivingpositive.ca (1-877- 

'975-9448/488-5768) * Edmonton Persons Living 

with HIV Society * Every Tue (7pm): Peer-facilitated 
(~Psupport groups * Daily drop-in, peer counselling 


MEDITATION + Garneau United Place, 11148-84 
Ave (412-1006) Drop-in meditation with with Gen 
Kelsang Phuntsog; every Thu (7-9pm); $10 (dona- 
tion) * Diamond Way Buddhist Centre, 4th Fi, 
10314 Whyte Ave (455-5488) free meditations every 
Wed (8pm) * City Arts Centre, 10943-84 Ave; The 
Way of Life meditation; last Tue each month (7pm 
door) * Transmission Meditation, Stilipoint 
Healing Centre, 10350-124 St (433-3342) every Tue, 
Thu, Sun (8-9:30pm); free 


MORGAN SPURLOCK Myer Horowitz Theatre, U of 
A Campus, SUB Bidg (492-2048/451-8000) = 
Revolutionary Speakers Series * Wed, Apr. 20 
(6:30pm doors); $20 (adult)/$15 (student); tickets 
available at TicketMaster 


RELATIONSHIPS WITH YOUR ADULT CHILDREN 
Westend (944-5453/496-5919)/Northeast (944- 
5467/944-S477) * Groups for 60+ who are having 
difficulties with their adult children * Every Thu 
(until May 26) west-end * Every Wed (May 4-june 
22) Northeast 


THE SPACE OF THE ARTS Humanities Bldg, Lecture 
Theatre 1, U of A Campus (492-9136) * Panel dis- 
 gMeussion by Len Rodrigues, Rob Shields, and Ken Hillis 
on the future development of the University campus 
in the Edmonton community * Mon, Apr. 18 (3:30- 

Spm) * Free 


THIS OLD EDMONTON HOUSE Fort Edmonton 
Park, Fox Dr, Whitemud Dr (496-2925) * Public 
seminars about owning, maintianing and restoring 
an historic home « Plastering Walls; Mon, Apr. 18; 7- 
9pm; $15 


3934) Norwood Toastmasters Club meeting 
about public speaking, and how to improve your 
communication and skills; Thu (8- 


leadership every 
10pm) * Central Lions, 11113-113 St (405- 
6408/489-83) Enthusiastic Seniors Toastmasters meet- 
ings first and third Tue every month (1:30pm) 


WASKAHEGAN TRAIL ASSOCIATION * Bonnie 
Doon Mall, 85 St, 85 Ave (469-1949) Free guided 
hike, approx. 10km at Coal Lake; Sun, Apr. 17 (9am) 
* Bonnie Doon Mall, 85 St, 85 Ave (467-8662) Free 
guided hike, approx. 10km at Saunders Lake; Sun, 
Apr. 24 (9am) 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus * Sex, 
sexual, gender differences in education and culture 
focus group * Contact Dr. Andre Grace 
(andre.grace@ualberta.ca) for info 


AX1IOS (454-8449) * A support group, local chapter 
of the international organization of Eastern Orthodox 
and Eastern 1Rite Catholic Gay and Lesbian Christians 


BISEXUAL WOMEN’S COFFEE GROUP bwcoffee- 
group@yahoo.ca * Social group for bi-curious and bi- 
sexual women * Second Thu ea month (7:30pm) 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) « 
Large tavern with pool tables, restaurant, shows. 
Members only i 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 11725 Jasper Ave (488-6636) © 
Open daily 9-3, Fri 8pm * Mon: Amateur strip. 
(12:30); DJ Alvaro, Ashley Love * Tue: retro, top 40 
with D] Arrowchaser, malebox night, free pool * 
Wed: DJ Eddy Toonflash; Drag shows (12:30) * Thu: 
Wet undies contest (12:30) w/Connie Lingua and Dj 
Squiggles * Fri: Dance party with Dj Alvaro * Sat: D) 
Arrowchaser, pool tournament * Sexy Sundays with 
D) Eddy Toonflash, all request dance party 


DIGNITY EDMONTON (482-6845) * Support com- 
munity for lesbigay Catholics and friends 


DOWN UNDER 12224 jasper Ave (482-7960) « 
Steambath 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
(422-6207) An organization for gay men and les- 
bians in business and their non-gay friends to share 
business knowledge, learn, make friends and net- 
work in a positive, proud space where being yourself 
is the norm 


FREE-TO-BE-VOLLEYBALL Oliver School Gym, SE 
Entrance, 10227-118 St (444-5673) * Mixed recre- 
ational volleyball league catering to the GLBT * Wed 
(7:30-9:30pm) (Sept.-May) * $3 (drop-in)/$20 
(term)/$40 (year) 


GAY MEN'S OUTREACH CREW (GMOC) 45, 9912- 
106 St (488-0564) * Peer education initiative for 
gay/bisexual men that works toward preventing the 
spread of HIV by improving self-esteem 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 105, 
10550-102 St (488-5742) * Programs and support 
services for people affected and infected by HIV/AIDS 
and related illnesses. Counselling, referrals, support 
groups, harm reduction, education, advocacy and 
public awareness campaigns 


ICARE 702A, 10242-105 St (448-1768) * www.icare- 
alberta.org * The Interfaith Centre for AIDS/HIV 
Resources and Education (formerly Interfaith 
Association on AIDS) provides spiritual support and 
connections for those affected by HIV/AIDS 


(kwells@ualberta.ca) or Marjori 
(mwonham@ualberta.ca) for schedule 
LAMBDA CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Garneau United Church, 11148-84 Ave (474-0753) 
Every Sun (7pm): Worship services. Serving the gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and transgendered community 
LUTHERANS CONCERNED www.icna.org (426- 
0905) * A spiritual Community which gathers month- 
ly for sharing, friendship, individual support and a 
safe space for our own spiritual questions 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. 
Jean, 8406 Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 3-18 
(490-7332) * Program for HIV-AIDS prevention; 
treatment and harm reduction in French, English and 
other African languages * Every 3rd and 4th Sat 
(9am-Spm) * Free (member)/$10 (membership) * 
Pre-register 

MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB www.geoci- 
ties.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational and 
competitive swimming with coaching, beginners 
encouraged to participate. Socializing after practices 
* Every Tue and Thu 


MEN TALKING WITH PRIDE (488-3234) Every 
Sun (7pm): A safe, supportive, confidential discussion 
group talking about all gay related issues, for men at 
any stage of coming out * Free * talkingwith- 
pride@hotmail.com 


METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF 
EDMONTON (429-2321) * Weekly non-denomina- 
tional church services 


PFLAG GLCCE, Suite 45, 9912-106 St (462-5958) « 
Meetings every third Tuesday of the month at 
7:30pm * Support/education for parents, families 
and friends of lesbians/gays/bisexuals transgenders 


POLICE LIAISON COMMITTEE (421-2277/1-877- 
882-2011, ext. 2038) * Edmonton Police Service and 
the gay and lesbian community 


PRIME TIMERS (426-7019) * Meetings every second 
Sunday of the month at 3pm. A social group for 
gay/bisexual men over 40 and their friends 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 10524-101 St, back 
entrance (990-0038) * Lesbian and gay bar/restau- 
rant 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open Sun- 
Thu 8pm-3am, Fri-Sat 8pm-4am * Wed: Amateur 
strip with Weena Luy, Sticky Vicky, DJ Alvaro * Thu: 
Rotating shows: Sticky’s open stage and the Weakest 
Link game second and last Thursday with Dj Jazzy * 
Fri: Upstairs: Euro Blitz: New European music with 
Dj Outtawak Downstairs: Dj jazzy * Sat: Every Sat 
like new years: Upstairs: Monthly theme parties 
with DJ Jazzy Downstairs: New music with Dj Dan 
and Mike * Sun: Betty Ford Hangover Clinic Show: 
Every long weekend with D] Jazzy * Tue-Thu $1 
(member)/$4 (non-member); Fri-Sat $4 (mem- 
ber)/$6 (non-member); Sun $2 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) © 
Steambaths open daily (24hrs) 


TRANSSEXUAL/TRANSGENDER SUPPORT GROUP 
egret@hotmail.com * Meetings every fourth Tuesday 
of the month * Information and mutual support for 
transgendered people in an open, friendly and safe 
environment. Open to transsexuals, transvestites, 
cross-dressers, drag queens/kings 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open 
Daily (noon) * Sat-Wed: Karaoke with Annie and 
Tizzy (7-12pm) * Tue, Sat-Sun: Pool tournaments 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH 45, 9912-106 St 
* www.members.shaw,ca/yuy * Every Sat (7-9pm) * 
An adult facilitated social/support group for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgendered, and straight youth 
under the age of 25 


EARTH DAY FESTIVAL Hawrelak Park * Music, veg- 
etarian food, displays, demos, dancing, ecological 
and social groups * Sun, Apr. 24 (12-6pm) © Free 
HEIMATABEND-PHANTOM OF THE HOF- 
BRAUHAUS German-Canadian Cultural Centre, 
8310 Roper Rd (466-4000) * Presented by the 
Bavarian Schuhplattlers (folkdance group) * Apr. 23 
(8pm) * $12.50 ‘ 

KANANASKIS La Cité Francophone, 8627-91 St 
(469-8400) * Festival théatre jeunesse de |’Alberta * 
Apr, 22-24, Thu-Sat (8pm), Sun matinees (2pm) * 
$17 (adult)/$12 (student) 


MUD, SWEAT AND TEARS Norwood Legion * SK 
and 10K trail run and walk * Sun, Apr. 17 * Proceeds 
to the Bissell Centre's Well-Community, Well Families 


ROCK AND ROLL CIRCUS Blues on Whyte, 10329 
Whyte Ave (455-3900) * Featuring live music by the 
Hootin’ Annies, Hot Cottage, The Big Breakfast 
Boogie Band, The Landing, Riverdale Bluegrass Band, 
The Rhythm Rockers, Tom Roschov and friends * $10 
(door) * Sun, Apr. 17 (3-1am) 

SACRED RHYTHMS Transalta Arts Barns Westbury 
Theatre, 10330-84 Ave (481-8400) * Concert of 
sacred music, featuring cultural dances and dramas, 
plus a bazaar and ethnic food * Sat, Apr. 23 
(7:30pm) © $12 (adv)/$15 (adult)/$12 
(student/senior) 


WALK IN MY SHOES Sutton Place Hotel (413-9801) 
* Auction and dinner, fundraiser for Pilgrims Hospice, 
services for people with life-threatening illness. 
Performances by Iren Bartok, Movements: the Afro- 
Caribbean Dance Ensemble * Fri, Apr. 22 (6pm 
(cocktails), 7pm (dinner) * $125 

WOMAN'S SHOW Northland’s AgriCom, Hall A 
(490-0215) * Apr. 16-17 (Sat 9am-6pm, Sun 11am- 
Spm) * $10 (day)/$13 (weekend)/$8 (day 
student/senior)/$11 (weekend student/senior)/free 
under 12 « Tickets available at TicketMaster 


KARAOK 


AVENUE PIZZA 8519-112 St (432-0536) * Every 
Thu (9:30pm) 

B-STREET 11818-111 Ave (414-0545) * Every Wed- 
Sun (9pm): with Brad Scott 


BANKER'S PUB 16753-100 St (406-5440) © Every 
Fri-Sat (9pm-1am): Off-Key Entertainment with Keri 
BILLY BOB'S Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd 
(484-7751) * Every Thu/Fni/Sat (9:30pm): with 
Escapade Entertainment 

BILLY BUDD'S 9839-63 Ave (438-1148) * Every 
Sat (9:30pm) 

BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne St, St. Albert, 418-6332 
* Every Thu: Ladies night and karaoke 

BLUE QUILL 326 Saddleback Rd (434-3124) 
Every Fri/Sat (10pm) 

BORDERLINE PUB 3226-82 St (462-1888) * Every 
Thu-Sat (9:30pm) 

BUD’S LOUNGE St. Albert (458-3826) * Every Fri- 
Sat (9:30pm-1:30am) 

CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St (425-4298) « 
Every Sun (8pm): Hosted by Jeannie 

CEILI'S IRISH PUB 10338-109 St (426-5555) 
Jameoke *« Every Sat (9pm) ‘ 
CLAREVIEW PUB Victoria Trail, 132 Ave (414- 
1111) © Every Tue (9:30pm-2am) 


CLIFF CLAYVIN'S 9710-105 St (424-1614) * Every 
Fri/Sat (10pm) 


Sy Star eat 
FRANCO’S 14059 Vitoria Tal (478-4626). 
reso eee Ave (433.9676) . 
Sag eee ried St (488-4841) » 5. 
ees SAE Hh 
Pie RL res 


KELLY’S 11540 Jasper Ave (451-8825) « ¢ 


Every 


)* Even 
Sun, aay 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 Aye (433.5<«. 
Greedy Bastard Thursdays oe) 


L.B."S 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert (460-91 sF 
Tue/Thu (9pm) ' BOY Every 


LEGENDS PUB 6104 172 St* Karaoke every Th 


MARK’'S BACK PUB 13403 Fort Rd (406 
Every Fri/Sat (9pm): with Peggy Sue 


MICHAEL'S 11730 Jasper Ave (482-476 7). 
Mon: with Scott 


Every 


ORLANDO'S ff 13509-127 St (451-7799) « ¢, 
Tue/Wed (9pm) sh 


OVERLAND RESTAURANT 12960 St. Aibe,, 
(454-0667) » Every Fri/Sat (9pm): Off-Key 
Entertainment with Connie 

PEPPERS Westmount Centre, St. Albert 1.) 
Ave (451-8022) * Every Thu 


RATT U of A Campus (492-2048) © Karaoke 
Wednesdays with Kriegs from Stone Rock Produc tion 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON (438-8878) © Karao} ¢ 
Corral Tue-Sat hosted by Mr. Entertainment 


ROSARIO’S PUB 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) « 
Daily (9pm) 

ROSEBOWL PIZZA 10111-117 St (482-5152) « 
Every Wed/Sat (9pm) 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL * Downtown, 10604 
101 St (423-3499); Mon-Sat (9pm); Sun (7pm): with 
Ruth * Highstreet, 10315-124 st (482-1600). daily 
(9:30pm) * Old Strathcona, 10475-80 Ave (439 
7211); Thu/Fri/Sat (9:30pm-1:30am) 


STRATHEARN PUB 9514-87 St (465-5478) + 5 
Wed/Fri (9pm) 

T. B ‘S PUB 62 St, Stony Plain Rd (443-2621) « fF; 
and Sat karaoke with Jeannie; games and prize 
(9pm-2am) 

TODAY'S 5224-86 St (465-6223) * Every Fri/Sat 
(9pm-tam) 

WHISTLE STOP PUB 24 Ave, 132 St (451-5506) « 
Wed/Thu karaoke with Jeannie; soon to have games 
and prizes 

WINSTONS PUB 9016-132 Ave (457-4883) * Cve 
Wed /Fri/Sat (9:30-m-1am) 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Oper 
Daily (noon) * Sat-Wed: Karaoke with Annie and 
Tizzy (7pm-midnight) 

YESTERDAY'S 205 Carnegie Dr, St. Albert (459 
0295) * Every Tue (9pm-lam): Off-Key 
Entertainment with Nicole 

ZOCCA’S PUB 10807 Castledowns Rd (473-6339) ° 
Every Sun (9pm-lam): Off-Key Entertainment wit! 
Nicole 


lanl 
W 


If you want to place your Classified ad in 
Vue Weekly please oe Carol at 426-1996, 
Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 


es 


= business oppo 


BE BOSS of your own Home-based business 
With a computer and an investment of as little as 
$250 you can make incredible income. It’s fun, 
easy, and legal. 1-877-450-0549 (Ive. message) 


Would $7,000 per month plus, 
change your lifestyle? 
Book an appt. for a 1 hr. hassel free presentation 
by calling Dan at 780-486-4299. 


Learn To Earn eae 
if serious, call 1-800-631-2065. 


AMERICAN SATELLITE SYSTEMS. Quality 
Programs, No interruption. We'll get you up & 
going within days Start-up packages from $169. 
w/Equipment. Card and Pre-activated Program. 
1-866-525-5135 www.amcantechstogo.com 


Got Goji Juice? Get Himalayan Goji Juice and 
get on the road to health and wealth. Call 1-888- 
330-3693 or visit www.truehealing freelife.com 


Want home based income? 

Energetic individuals with leadership skills needed 
to advanceiinternational company in Alberta 
www.incomeforu2.com 
wnv.deregulationnow.com 


{ 


career trainin 


DIPLOMA - 5 MONTHS BOOKKEEPER 
Gain skills, ad diploma and work experience in 
only 5 months! Train full-time for a job as a 
Bookkeeper/Accounting Clerk. Financial 
assistance may be available: Start: May 2nd. 
Campbell College 448-1850 
www.wegetyouworking.com 


Belly Dance Classes _ 
Beginner, 8 weeks, start April 25 
Central location, $65.00. 488-0706. 


LEARN TO MEDITATE. Thurs, 7-9pm 
University area. Drop in for meditation led by 
Buddhist Monk Gen. Kelsang Phuntsog. 
412-1006, or www.MeditationAlberta.org. 


education 


Turn your dreams into a career! 
Register for the 6 Month Dramatic Arts Program! 
Vancouver Academy of Dramatic Arts 
1-866-231-8232 
www.vadastudios.com 


Place your Classified ad in Vue Weekly. 
Phone Carol at 426-1996 for more info. 


Thinking of a career 
in SSAGE 
THERAPY? 


Check out the -_ 
distance-learning alternative. 


mhvicarsschool.com 
or call us at 491-0574 
6924 Roper Road Edmonton 


entertainment services 


B & B MUSIC 


For your successful reception 
company social or private party 


Contact B & B Music with over 
7000 songs. Light show and 
experienced DJ 908-3522. 


To place your ad in Vue Weekly Classifieds 
Phone Carol at 426-1996 for more info. 


furni e for sale 


Bed, Queen extra thick orthopedic pillowtop 
boxspring & matt. New cost $950, sacrifice 
$250. King avail. at $450. Can deliver 453-3077. 


MUST SELL - BRAND NEW 
contemporary full Italian leather sofa & loveseat, 
microfibre sectional, and 3 pce Fes leather 

theatre seating. $1800-$2800. 467-2243. 


100% leather sofa, loveseat, and chair 
never used. Cost $4,200. $1,795. 
Free delivery. Can deliver 453-3755. 


HEART DISEASE! HIGH CHOLESTERAL! 
ANGINA! ANGIO PRIM is better for clearing 
out veins and arteries. 

FREE REPORT. 

Call 866-216-5301 ID# 14801 
www.angioprim.conv@repid=14801 


help wanted 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hy, Wed (night) and Thu 
(day), perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. 
Looking for reliable, RPAnSLOLE person. 

Ph 907-0570. 


STUDENTS} 


National Charity requires student 
fundraisers! Paid Daily, 4-9 Shi" 
Call Priority Group. 497-7969 | 


FULL TIME 
PAY 
PART TIME 
HOURS 


Only 12 positions available 
¢ Evening work 


* Students Welcome 


Aornings/evenings 


702-5519 


VuEweeKiy > APRIL 14-20, 2005 


fez ares. 
interactpr.com 


cooks loca 


Visit: WwW. 


‘EXCITING CAREERS: 

iy ‘WEBSITE 

compart gome Stud Sy Orpoma, Cue erp aes 
vr oy STB EMS TRAINING 


000’ 
Wwe train i hegee or ONLINE by 


rresponden uaranteed. 
correspon 762-82 We. 
Call for Free info pack 1-688-270-2941. 


a lic, Exp. pam. F/T sytlist, prefer 
HE ue et earth lon, 5 Gy Grove, 
Ph 960-9241 or fax 962-8297. 


PAID WEEKLY! Company needs pt/ft help 
Oe unclai ink accounts. 
Po S| 866-883-0760 24 hrs. 


————— 
ING MODELS willing to pose nude. Exc. pay. 
Bi attractive females 18+ No ate req'd. 
Working if Edson/Hinton area (780) 712-8025. 


»mational Model and Talent uires extras, 
Y ae snd models of all ages. Prease ait 432-4601. 


musical instruments 


42” upright Gethard Piano - Piano is in very 
pood shape and must see to pppreciate: 
$1500.00 OBO Ph 463-2030. 


music instruction 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 
221-3116 


Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, 
and percussion. 
Private instruction: focus on individual! 
Professional, caring instructors 
~ with music degrees, 
quality musie instruction since 1981. 


services 


kk ma 


shared accommodation 


FULLY furnished 


FL 
ridge : 


bedroom, microwave, mini 
Private bath/entrance. $395 includes util, 
aundry, shared kitchen. 437-6462. 


——. 


$$ 
Roommate needed, West Ed location. 3 Bdrm 
townhouse, 2 bathroom, next door to bank & 
Brocery store, 2 cats, all util, incl. Call 780-722- 
6554 or 780-444-6553 MELANIE. 


real estate 


Mobile Home 2001 MODULINE 16x76, 
3-bdrm, 2-full baths, 4 new appliances, ensuite 
in 7 Iry room, $59,500. 
447-0590 ask for Don. 


CLASSIFIE 


WALK TO THE U of A 
cute and cosy 850 sq. 
ft. bungalow located on| 

large lot. Recent | 
kitchen renos, and a 
| new patio make this a | 
very attractive home. | 
Call Murray Berg @ 438-7000,| 
of Remax Realestate Centre | 


FOR SALE 


Rooming house, 
13 rooms, 10656-95 St. 
Edmonton. 


$155,000. 
Revenue $4,000 monthly. 


New furnace, 
excellent location. 
Owner retiring. 


Ph: 486-0963, 454-8185 


FOR SALE 


NORWOOD 
8427-115 Ave. 


excellent condition, 

2 bedroom bungalow. 
Hardwood floors, large living 
room, bedroom and bath in 

basement. Steel fence. 


486-0963, 454-8185 


upcoming events 


Pop Culture Fair Sunday April 24th 10am-4pm. 
dmonton Aviation Heritage Centre, 11410 
Kingsway Ave. Admission $4, kids 10 and under 
free. Records, comics, toys, sports, music, movie 
collectibles, much more. Fred 487-3195. 


WRITING WORKSHOP 
Ten common writing mistakes workshop. Improve 


your writing skills. 433-9848 
www.capturewritingservice.com 


(Calgary Trail Southbound 
ein Save-on-Foods) —=— 


Teach English Overseas 
TESOL Certified 5 Days In-Class or 


Online/Correspondence 
1-888-270-2941 


Conquer your fear of public speaking. Join Ci 
ee meLctrasters Reeling: downain aie 
T iy at noon. Call Perry at 426-5882 for details 


——$—$—$<<$_$——$—<—$—$$$ 
Voice cartoons, write and voice commercials and 


mae. aay workshops available—auditions to fol- 
Ow ~ lt 
944-1686 
artist to artist 


FREEe FREEeFREE* FREE* FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Place up to 20 words FREE. Ads more than 20 
words will be subjected to regular price or cruel 
editing. Duplicate ads will not be published, 
except by mistake. Free ads will run for four weeks, 
if you want to renew or cancel please phone 
Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 


glenys@vueweekly.com or drop off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline noon the Tue before publication. 


Placement will depend upon available space. 
artist to artist 


Casting call: muretEn an Open Eye Productions. 
Do you think you have the talent to be the next 
Carson from Queer Be for the Straight Guy. If so, 
please ph 951-4782. Auditions: April 20. 


Artistic Director ired for semi-professional 
non-profit theatre co. Two/three productions a sea- 
son. Directing opportunities. Ph Bob 454-8606. 


Erato Collective looking for poets with experi- 
ence in other art forms i.e. dance, theatre, music, 
visual arts. Mel 232-8122 


Looking for voluntary males to walk on dog 
leashes for artistic video/performance piece. 
Contact; stupechubaby@hotmail.com. 


Call to Enter ArtsHab Studio Gallery features guest 
artists. Incl: Proposal (w/physical desc., special 
requirements); 10 slides/photos; CV; Artist state- 

ment. Ph Tim 423-2966 


Visual artists: Red Strap Market is now booking art 
shows. Great loft By cane space available, Ph 
-222 


Call for m/f amateur actors. Controversial-moral 
roject. Info: 
www.cbook.com/getinfo@cbook.com 
Youth Emerency Shelter Society Benefit show 


luires original artwork. For info call Crystal a 
YESS! 995-5438. Deadline: Apr. 15; Show: May 5. 


‘80s thrash guitarist wanted. Serious victims 
only. Call 887-8781 or 451-1859. 


Classically trained cello player seeks band. 
Recorded with a variety of bands including rock, 
folk and worship. Phone Kris 461-3443 


Wanted: Lap Ae eeyonamn payee for original 
band. Contact Shane Para 9 (day), 452-4101 
(night). 


Slap bass player looking for producer, singers, 
musicians for dance pe Covers as well. Ph 
od 473-0610. 


“SCRATCH” looking for guitarist, amplify female 
vocals. Passion for hard rock (Iron Maiden, 
Twisted Sister) e-m: scratchrock@hotmail.com 


ac t 0 BHT) 
TESOL 
COLE GE) 


THREE LINES 
FOR $10 


SECTION (rrom moan: 
HEADLINE max 20 cnars}: 
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SNOW ANP SEATE 


EASY RIDER snowboard/skateboard shop 
is hiring for a full time day position. 


¢ Mature and hard working applicants only. 
* Must skateboard / snowboard. 


Apply in person with resume to: 


EASY RIDER 
4211-106 STREET 
413-4554 


i r tf a | tad : Vis PUITIUTIN 
UEC AUDIO VISUAL INSTITUTE 
Five great one-year diploma career programs! 


SSE GAME DESIGN - DIGITAL GRAPHICS 


FILM & DIGITAL ARTS - FILM & MUSIC BUSINESS 
AUDIO ENGINEERING & PRODUCTION 


You 


home 


ey at) ae 
peng 


| 


Analog-Digital Recording Film Production Photoshop «Illustrator | 
Pro Tools - Logic - Beats Artist Management Quark - Web Design | 
Marketing & Promotion _Final Cut Pro HTML - Flash - Java | 
- Classes starting soon 


-$cholarships & Travel 
Funds Available for 
Alberta Students 


TOLL FREE 


1.800.601.PAVI 
pacificav.com 


-Up to 100% Financing 


Student Loans and Grants 


Vancouver, BC 


PcTIA 


ACCREDITED 


$3 CASH ats OVSA MASTERCARD 
<a eS - a 


alt 
Sex. 
column 


By ANDREA NEMERSON 


Immodest mouse 


Dear Andrea: 
| recently found my boyfriend of many 
years masturbating at the computer in 
the early hours of the moming. This is not 
“a first—/ came home two years ago to 
find him in the same position. He was 
embarrassed and promised then not to 
do it again. | have also come across some 
magazines when cleaning the garage. 
| thought we had a healthy sex life 
and we often enjoy porn together so I’m 
not against porn itself. | guess what’s 
upsetting me is the secrecy. It makes me 
wonder what else he’s hiding and making 
me doubt him. | love him and trust him, 
but | feel like it’s his fault for making me 
worry about his fidelity. Am | being para- 
noid or is he being disrespectful to us? 
Love, Watching the Watcher 


Dear Watch: 
Paranoid, hell; you're being impossible. 
Telling a young man not to look at porn 
is like, um, well... 1 wanted to say “like 
telling a stylish young woman not to 
look at cute shoes,” except | don’t want 
to have to append a long rambling 
footnote reminding the readers that 
women look at porn too, and admitting 
that, while it may be passably amusing, 


s For Women Seekin 
Affairs & the Men 


it is in fact harmful to the development 
of young women’s sexual self-awareness 
to imply that some members of their 
gender prefer cute shoes to X-treme 
schoolgirl farmyard bukkake action. So. 
| understand that this is, for you, far 
more of a trust issue than a porn issue, 
but the fact remains that you extracted 
from him, under duress, a promise he 
was never going to be able to keep, and 
really, why should he? If you'd caught 
him kicking dogs and he promised to 
quit, then two years later you caught 
him dog-kicking again, that would be 
one thing, but was he hurting any- 
thing? He was not. He was only skulking 
around in the wee small hours because 
he'd made that stupid promise, and it’s 
unreasonable to extrapolate from this 
that he’s also carrying on torrid affairs 
with all your best friends while gam- 
bling away your retirement fund at the 
track. He's fine. He loves you. Renegoti- 
ate. From now on, masturbation is fine, 
he cleans the cache and keyboard when 
he’s done, and, as always, nobody 
cheats on anybody. Everybody wins. 
Speaking of impossible women, | 
can’t see how | can leave the subject of 
women and porn without mentioning 
that Andrea Dworkin died this week. 
She didn’t like porn. She didn’t like 
cute shoes either. I’m not sure what 
she did like, come to think of it, but she 
was a loudmouthed, unappeasable, 
righteous crank of a type they just 
don’t make anymore, and I’m just a |it- 
tle sorry she’s gone. 
Love, Andrea 


Dear Andrea: 

! recently broke up with my boyfriend 
due to his inability to keep his cyber- 
pants zipped. He posted profiles search- 
ing for local women, but supposedly 


- 


never met any in person. He did have 
emotional/sexual connections with 
women online, and said | was essentially 
to blame, as | frequently accused him of 
cheating while he was cheating. Huh? 
My jealousy, he says, further drove him 
into the cyber-arms of others. 

We still live together, although an old 
friend called me recently. Now that 
there’s another horse in the running, my 
boyfriend wants me back. He says he’s 
realized the error of his ways and he feels 
that he can be honest now about his high 
sex drive, but he can’t promise to turn it 
off. | think he has a sexual addiction, and 
his therapist somewhat agrees. What is 
normal libido? Is it strictly a psycho-social 
issue, where women are trained to want 
only one man while men are taught to go 
forth and spread their seed? 

| love him. | can’t see my future with- | 
out him. But | get nervous when he even 
goes to work, because he’s attached him- 
self emotionally.to women there. How do 
| know | can trust him again? 

Love, Guarded 


| 


Dear Guard: 

The evolutionary psychology theory you 
may have in mind says nothing about 
how men and women are trained, only 
about how we evolved: men to spread 
their cheaply produced seed around 
and then skedaddle, women to jealousy 
guard our gametes while looking for the 
cushiest arrangement in which to raise 
our expensive, exhausting children. This 
is all very interesting in the classroom 
but it won’t help you plan your future, 
so let’s move on. 

Far be it from me to deny anyone 
his solitary pleasures (see above letter), 
but unless you two specifically negotiate | 
a relationship with room for “emotion- 
al/sexual connections” with nearby 
women, then he is clearly both pushing 
it and blaming you for pushing him to 
push it. The question you should be ask- 
ing yourself is not “Is this normal?” but 
“Is this bearable?” He has already told 
you he won't change (being “honest” 
about it doesn’t count!), and if he had- 
n't said it, | would have had to. 

Love, Andrea © 
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Andrea Nemerson writes and teaches in 
San Francisco, You can e-mail her a 
question at andrea@altsexcolumn.com. 
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For many years from our office in St. Albert, the GrapeVine 
has been bringing people together. We have now outgrown 
this location and have just expanded to new facilities in 
downtown Edmonton. While this means a new phone 
number for you to call, it allows us to add increased lines 
to help us to serve you even better. 


Chat locall 9 Call (or click) for details about our exciting promotional 


partnership with www.SolsticeBeauty.com/grape Women 


Or COaST- 7o-coast on our system will earn absolutely FREE skin care rewards 


just for choosing to use the GrapeVine. We hope you enjoy! 


right across Women Always FREE: — FREE 2 Hour Trial far MEN: 
CANADA 702-2224 702-2223 


The Grapevine Club inc. does not pce callers. Free local Edmonton call. Must be 15+ 
Fun ond confidential. Limit one free trial account per home phone number. 
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Your Entertainment Destination Since 1959 


Downtown Edmonton: 10232 106th Street 424-6000 
Edmonton South: 3110 Calgary Trail South 433-6400 / Red Deer: 5239 53rd Avenue 340-0500 
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